
Class- XI 

Reading Section 

 
1. Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:  

 

1 University of Cambridge is an institution of higher education, the second-oldest 

university in the United Kingdom after the University of Oxford. It is located in the 

city of Cambridge, Cambridge shire.  

 

2 The University of Cambridge is a loose confederation of academic faculties and 

departments, and 31 colleges. There are over 15,500 full-time students taught at the 

university: 11,000 undergraduates and 4,500 graduates. Although the colleges and 

the university per se are separate bodies, all are parts of an integrated educational 

entity. The university examines candidates for degrees during their residency and 

at the conclusion of their studies; confers degrees; regulates the curricula of the 

colleges and the system of education; deals with disciplinary problems; and 

administers facilities, such as libraries, lecture rooms, and laboratories that are 

beyond the scope of the colleges. The colleges provide their students with lodgings 

and meals, assign tutors, and offer social, cultural, and athletic activities. Every 

student at the University of Cambridge is a member of a college.  

 

3 The academic year is divided into three terms of approximately eight weeks 

each. Michaelmas (autumn), Lent (late winter), and Easter (spring). Students are 

required to be in residence for the duration of each term. Much of the year's work 

is done, however, out of term time, during the holidays. Students usually study 

under the supervision of members of the college's faculties, who maintain close 

relationships with the small groups of students in their charge and assist them in 

preparing for university exams.  

 

4 Bachelor of Arts degrees may be conferred, upon the satisfactory completion of 

exams, after nine terms, or three years of residency. The majorities of students are 

candidates for honours degrees and take a special examination called a tripod 

(named after the three-legged stools on which examiners formerly sat). Successful 

candidates for tripods are classified as first, second, or third class according to their 

standing. Other degrees conferred by the university include the Master of Arts and 

Doctor of Philosophy degrees, as well as higher doctorates in law, medicine, 

music, science, and theology. 

  

5 The University of Cambridge figured prominently in the Protestant Reformation 

in the 16th century. The Dutch scholar Desiderius Erasmus was a professor of 

Greek and divinity at Cambridge from 1511 to 1514 and translated the New 

Testament from Greek into Latin there; the religious reformers William Tyndale, 

Hugh Latimer, and Thomas Cranmer were educated at Cambridge. As a result of 

the decrees of Henry VIII establishing the Church of England, the humanistic 

method of study replaced the scholastic. Canon law studies were ended, public 



lectures in Latin and Greek were held, and the Bible was studied in the light of 

contemporary learning.  

 

6 A reaction took place, however, during the reign of Elizabeth I, when Cambridge 

became a stronghold of Puritanism. Restrictive legislation enacted in 1570 

transferred teaching authority to the heads of the colleges. In 1604, early in the 

reign of James I, the university was granted the right to elect two members to the 

English Parliament; this right was ended in 1949. During the 17th century the 

group of scholars known as the Cambridge Platonists emerged, and, through the 

influence of such faculty members as the scientists Isaac Barrow and Sir Isaac 

Newton, an emphasis on the study of mathematics and natural sciences developed 

for which Cambridge has subsequently become renowned.  

 

(i)  What is the duration of the three terms in every academic year?  

(ii) What are basic functions that the colleges perform in respect with the students?  

(iii) Does the University provide only bachelor degrees?  

(iv) In which period of history there was a massive shift in the fields of study for    

       the University and what were they?  

(v)  When are the students examined?  

(vi) How does the faculty assist the students? 

 

 In the following two questions, find out the right answer from the choices given: 

 (vii)What is not true about the students‟ lifestyle?  

     (a)The students prepare their works especially during the three terms of eight 

weeks in every academic session. 

      (b) The faculty members help the students in preparing for the exams.  

      (c) During the holidays the students have to work hard.  

      (d) The students spend more time in the colleges than at home. 

 

 (viii)What is not true about the changes that overtook the Cambridge University 

during the reign of Queen Elizabeth and during the 17th century? 

 (a)  Study of Mathematics became a stronghold for the University. 

 (b) More freedom was awarded to the University in different aspects through 

legislation.  

 (c)  The University‘s right to elect two members to the Parliament was ended. 

 (d)  There were some other changes during the 17th century.  

 

 (ix)Find out words from the passage which mean the following:  

(i) alliance (Para-2) (ii) educational (Para-5)  

(ii) a thing with distinct and independent existence.(Para 2)  

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

2. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:  

 

1 We are what we eat. The type of food we eat has both immediate and long-term 

effect on us, at all the three levels - the body, the mind and the spirit. Food which 

is tamasik (i.e. stale or leftover) in nature is bound to generate stress as it tends to 

upset the normal functioning of the human body. Taking piping hot tea or milk or 

steaming hot food, whenever available, must be preferred. Excessive use of spices 

also disturbs one's usually calm attitude. Further, it is a mistaken belief that 

smoking or drinking, even in moderation, relieves stress. Simple meals with one 

or two food items, rather than too many lavish dishes, are advisable. Thus, 

vegetarian diet is preferable. Although it is customary to serve fruits with food, it 

is not the right thing to do. This is because different kind of digestive secretions 

are produced by the stomach for variant foods. Mixing up top many varieties of 

food items at one meal creates unavoidable problems for the digestive system. In 

fact, anyone type of fruit, preferably taken in the morning, is better.  

2 On an average, we eat almost three to four times the quantity of food than we 

actually need. A lot of body's energy is used up for digesting the excess food. It is 

said that after a particular level of food intake, the 'food actually eats one up'.  

3 It is always good to eat a little less than your 'full-stomach' capacity. Besides, 

never eat food unless you are really hungry. Having dinner at 8 or 9 pm, after a 

heavy snack at 5 or 6 pm in the evening is asking for trouble. In fact, skipping an 

odd meal is always good if the stomach is upset. There are varying views on the 

benefits o fasting, but we will not discuss them here. However, giving a break to 

one's stomach, at least once a week, by having only fruit or milk, etc. may be 

worth trying. While a little bit of water taken with meals is all right, drinking 30 to 

60 ml water with food is not advisable. Water, taken an hour or so before or after 

meals, is good for digestion.  

4 One's diet must be balanced with all the required nutrients for a healthy living. 

Also remember, excess of everything is bad. Related to the problem of stress, 

excessive intake of salt is definitely out. Too much of sugar, fried food and chilies 

are not good either. Overindulgence and excessive craving for a particular taste or 

type of food generates rajasik (aggressive) or at worst, tamasik (dull) tendencies. 

An even more important aspect of the relationship between food and stress lies not 

so much in what or how much we eat but how the food is taken. For example, 

food eaten in great hurry or in a state of anger or any other negative state of mind 

is bound to induce stress. How the food is served is also very important. Not only 

the presentation, cutlery, crockery, etc. play a role, the love and affection with 

which the food is served is also significant. Finding faults with food while it is 

being eaten is the worst habit. It is better not to eat the food you do not like, rather 

than finding fault with it. It is good to have regular food habits. Workaholics who 

do not find time to eat food at proper mealtimes are inviting stomach ulcers. One 

must try to enjoy one's food, and therefore, eating at the so-called lunch or dinner 

meetings is highly inadvisable. Every morsel of food should be enjoyed with a 

totally peaceful state of mind. Food and discussions should not be mixed.  



6 There are accepted ways to 'charge' the food we eat. Prayer is perhaps 'the best 

method for energizing the food and it will do some definite additional good at no 

extra cost.  

1. How does tamasik food influence the person? 

 a. Generates stress  

 b. Makes a person energetic 

 c. Generate large amount of energy  

 d. Make a person bold  

2. What are the mistaken belief people practices at the table?  

 a. Smoking helps to digest  

 b. Smoking of drinking even in moderation relieves stress  

 c. Pickles add the taste  

 d. Condiments help to enhance appetite  

3. Why does the writer say that food actually eats one up?  

 a. Digestive system takes too much time  

 b. Excessive intake of food takes a lot of body‘s energy to digest it  

 c. Food sustains the body  

 d. It makes the person healthy  

4. What generates rajasik & tamasik tendencies?  

a. Over indulgence of fried food  

b. Too much use of spicy food  

c. Over indulgence and excessive craving for a particular taste  

d. Excess of everything  

5. Where does the root cause of stress generated by food lie in?  

 a. How much we eat  

 b.What we eat?  

 c.How the food is taken?  

 d.Because of irregular food habit.  

6. What does ―induce‖ mean?  

 a. Reduce  

 b. Cause influence  

 c. Aggressive  

 d. To intake  

 7. What is the importance of serving food properly?  

8. How is our way of eating related to stress?  

 9. Why is serving fruits with food not advisable?  

10. Find words from the passage which mean the same as:  

 a)according to the customs or usual practices associated with a particular society,   

    place,(Para 1)  

 b)more than enough (Para 2)  

 c)bring about or give rise to. (Para 4)  

 

 



3. Read the following passage carefully and answer the question that follows:  

1 In 3000 years of our history people from all over the world have come and 

invaded us, captured our lands, conquered our minds. From Alexander onwards, 

The Greeks, the Turks, the Moguls, the Portuguese, the British, the French, the 

Dutch, all of them came and looted us, took over what was ours. Yet we have not 

done this to any other nation. We have not conquered anyone. We have not 

grabbed their land, their culture, their history and tried to enforce our way of life 

on them. Why because we respect the freedom of others.  

2 That is why my first vision is that of FREEDOM. I believe that India got its first 

vision of this in 1857, when we started the war of independence. It is this freedom 

that we must protect and nurture and build on. If we are not free, no one will 

respect us.  

3 My second vision for India is DEVELOPMENT. For fifty years we have been 

developing nation. It is time we see ourselves as a developed nation. I have a 

THIRD vision. India must stand up to the world. Because I believe that unless 

India stands up to the world, no one will respect us. Only strength respects 

strength. We must be strong not only as a military power but also as an economic 

power. Both must go hand in hand. My good fortune was to have worked with 

three great minds. Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, Dept. of space, Prof. Satish Dhawan, who 

succeeded him and Dr. Brahm Prakash, father of nuclear material. I was lucky to 

have worked with all three of them closely and consider this the great opportunity 

of my life.  

4 Here I am reminded an instance – One day an orthopedic surgeon from Nizam 

Institute of Medical Sciences visited my laboratory. He lifted the material and 

found it so light that he took me to his hospital and showed me his patients. There 

were these little girls and boys with heavy metallic calipers weighing over three 

kilogram each, dragging their feet around. He said to me: Please remove the pain 

of my patients. In three weeks, we made these Floor reaction Orthosis300 gram 

calipers and took them to the orthopedic centre. The children didn't believe their 

eyes. From dragging around a three kilogram load on their legs, they could now 

move around! Their parents had tears in their eyes. That was bliss to me. 

I have a question: 

Why is the media here so negative? Why we are in India so embarrassed to 

recognize our own strengths, our achievements? We are such a great nation. We 

have so many amazing success stories but we refuse to acknowledge them. Why?  

 

 

 



Another question:  
Why are we, as a nation so obsessed with foreign things? We want foreign TV‘s 

we want foreign shirts. We want foreign technology. Why this obsession with 

everything imported? Don‘t we realise that self respect comes with self reliance?  

I was in Hyderabad giving this lecture, when a 14 year old girl asked me for my 

autograph. I asked her what her goal in life is: She replied: ‗I want to live in a 

developed India.‘ For her, you, I will have to build this developed India. You must 

proclaim. As an aside from yours truly: India is not an under developed nation, it is 

a highly developed nation in an advanced state of decay!  

 

1. Pick out the correct option:  

a) India has been plundered by: 

i) the Greeks and the Portuguese 

ii) the French and the Dutch  

iii)the British  

iv)all of the above  

 

b) How long did it take to make Orthosis300 gm calipers? 

i) One week  

ii) two weeks  

iii)three weeks  

iv)four weeks  

 

2. Answer the following questions in reference to the above passage.  

a) What does Kalam want us to protect and nurture?  

b) Why must India stand up to the world?  

c) The great scientists who inspired A.P.J. Abdul Kalam are 

(i) ___________ (ii) ___________ and (iii) ____________  

d) Why do we need to give up our obsession with foreign things?  

e) How is India different according to the author?  

f) Mention any one worry which upsets the author. 

g) Why is self reliance so important?  

 

3. Find words from the passage which mean the same as  

a) nurse  

b) event  

c) pulling  

 

4. Read the following passage carefully and answer the question that follows:  

1 Much of India‘s law making process has been outside the scrutiny of ordinary 

people. They are not framed by legislators or even senior bureaucrats but are often 

drafts prepared by babus. Sometimes, powerful business interests influence these 

laws (like the Special Economic Zone Act) and then they are passed in Parliament 

with little or no discussion. Sometimes, a popular public demand enters the 

discourse of a political party and takes the shape of policy and legislation. 

However, the desire of citizens to participate in the framing of law and policy has 



intensified over the years, and their voice needs to be included in democratic 

decision making. With growing interest in governance, citizens may suggest policy 

and legislation and such deliberations will only strengthen constitutional processes. 

Actual consultation on draft legislation and policy require detailed discussion of 

the principles, framework and formulation of specifics. These consultations will 

provoke multiple views and it is important for the institutional framework to 

assimilate and consider them. Any group placing its views in the public domain 

cannot claim total representation. There will be criticism and those need to be 

resolved.  

2 However, assemblies of people can only support the need for legislation. Surveys 

and votes by raising hands are important to register support for the general idea but 

cannot be the basis for detailed drafting of a law and its constituent parts. The 

principles and framework of any legislation must be debated and the erroneous 

conclusion that any difference of opinion is tantamount to malafide intent needs to 

be questioned. It is in any case only of peripheral importance, as the issues 

themselves need to be addressed. This applies to laws made both by the formal and 

informal structures. Many democracies in the world already have started placing 

policy and draft laws in the public domain before they are sent to the government, 

cabinet and then Parliament. The deliberative consultative process is for everyone 

but focuses more on people who are most affected by the legislation. The policy 

and the sharing of frameworks are followed by a draft of the bill itself. All this is 

done within a timeframe. The nascent process of participation of citizens in 

shaping legislation in the last two decades will find systemic space and democratic 

credibility.  

3 Today, lokpal has become a phrase, a concept and almost a passion. But that 

apart, the unpackaging of the concept and the understanding of the Bill, and its 

legal and administrative mechanisms are restricted to a few civil society and 

government groups. It is time for the interested groups to build a constituency of 

concerned people who will steer democracy in consonance with constitutional 

rights. What we need is a well argued critique of the way we want change. People 

must have the space to mobilise and protest it is a constitutional right. But different 

processes need different platforms. The argument against corruption will stand or 

fall, not on the volume of our protest alone, but on the rigour of our proposals. 

What we need is a transparent pre-legislative process within the democratic 

framework. It is important that the pre-legislative process is evolved and shaped in 

a synergetic manner. If it is properly institutionalised, it will not impinge on 

executive or legislative privilege. There should be a response to citizens‘ desire to 

participate in framing legislation by creating platforms for institutionalised 

participation to deepen democratic processes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1. Pick out the correct option.  

(1) The author strongly supports the stand that any legislation must be subjected to 

wide: 

a) Publicity 

b) Superman‘s supervision 

c) Public debate  

d) Scathing criticism  

 

(2) India‘s law making process is generally not within the purview of: 

a) judiciary‘s review  

b) public scrutiny  

c) politician‘s power  

d) parliament‘s power  

 

2. Answer the following questions 

a) Describe the term ‗Civil Society‘.  

b) What are the two ways to register support for drafting a law? 

c) How does public participation affect government?  

d) How can we fight corruption in an organised manner?  

e) What role can the citizens perform in the framing of laws?  

f) What is of utmost importance in the framing of legislation?  

g) What is pre legislative process?  

 

3. Look for words similar in meaning to:  

i) law making ii) limited iii) worked out together 

 

5. Read the following passage carefully: 

 

1 Anything printed and bound in book size can be called a book, but the quality or 

mind distinguishes the value of it. What is a book? This is how Anatole France 

describes it: "A series of little printed signs- essentially only that. It is for the 

reader to supply himself the forms and colors and sentiments to which these signs 

correspond. It will depend on him whether the book is dull or brilliant, hot with 

passion or cold as ice. Or if you prefer to put it otherwise, each word in a book is a 

magic finger that sets a fiber of our brain vibrating like a harp string and so evokes 

a note from the sounding board of our soul. No matter how skilful, how inspired' 

the artist's hand, the sound it makes depends on the quality of the strings within 

ourselves." Until recently books were the preserve of a small section-the urban 

upper classes. Some, even today, make it a point to call themselves intellectuals. It 

would be a pity if books were meant only for intellectuals and not for housewives, 

farmers, factory workers, artisans and, so on. In India there are first-generation 

learners, whose parents might have been illiterate. This poses special challenges to 

our authors and to those who are entrusted with the task of disseminating 

knowledge. We need much more research in the use of language and the 

development of techniques by which knowledge can be transferred to these people 

without transmission loss.  



2 Publishers should initiate campaigns to persuade people that a good book makes 

a beautiful present and that reading a good book can be the most relaxing as well 

as absorbing of pastimes. We should aim at books of quality no less than at 

quantitative expansion in production and sale. Unless one is constantly exposed to 

the best, one cannot develop a taste for the good. 

 

1. On the basis of your reading, make notes using appropriate abbreviations and 

supply a suitable title.  

2. Write a summary of the above passage in 80 words.  

 

6. Read the passage below carefully:  

1 India has stood for freedom: Even before Independence we viewed our own 

struggle and difficulties on the larger canvas of global problems. If democracy is 

basically tolerance for others' opinions, the concept of co-existence is democracy 

on the international plane, for it embodies tolerance of other nations and systems. 

Similarly non-alignment gives depth to our independence and self-reliance for it 

enables us to retain our freedom of judgment and action on international issues in 

the light of our national interests. We avoid involvement in the conflicts and 

disputes of others and this helps to blunt conflict between power blocs. I should 

like to think that it has also helped world stability.  

2 A country is an extended family. When income and resources are limited, one 

must budget to ensure that waste is avoided, resources husbanded, priorities 

established, education and other social needs catered to, special provision made for 

those who are weaker or smaller. Industry has to be balanced with agriculture; 

technology with culture; state ventures with private initiative; economic growth 

with social justice; the large with the small. Every section of society must be 

stimulated to creative activity. That is our planning. In no way is it totalitarian or 

coercive. Industrializing, modernizing arid transforming an ancient society of 

immense size, population and diversity is a daunting venture and inevitably, a 

gradual one. Otherwise there will be resentment. Transformation should not cause 

too much dislocation or suffering for the people nor should it jettison the basic 

spiritual and cultural values of our civilization.  

3 India's planning experience sums up the successes and problems of our 

democratic development. The magnitude and significance of democracy's 

operation in India are not well understood, for it is often treated as an adventitious 

or borrowed growth. Why has democracy worked in India? Our national leadership 

was dedicated to it and we wanted it to work, but, also, because in our society there 

were elements and traditions which supported the growth of democracy.  

4 In our democratic system, there may be differences in many spheres but we rise 

above them. To achieve the objective of keeping the country united, we have to 

transcend political and party- based differences, which create dissensions. If we 

cannot remain united and the country does not remain strong, with whom shall we 

have differences? Against whom shall we fight? With whom shall we be friends? 

Brothers and sisters, if the country falls, nobody survives. When we were fighting 

for the freedom of our country, it did not mean only political freedom. It also 

meant social justice, equality and economic justice. Only one phase is over and 



another one is under way. We have to cover a long and difficult path. Whereas the 

enemies were visible during those days; now they are in disguise. Some of them 

are openly our enemies, but many become unintentional pawns of others.  

 

1. On the basis of your reading, make notes using appropriate abbreviations. 

2. Write a summary of the above passage in 80 words.  

 

7. Read the following passage carefully. 

1 Swimming pool was once considered a luxury limited only to the rich. Today, 

thanks to plastics and plenty, they number in the millions. Few, of course are of 

Olympic size where a swimmer can quickly do his laps and stay in shape. Most are 

above-ground, round mini-pools, line for a cool-off and a' frolic. But, health 

experts have come to realize that exercises created especially for such swimming 

pools can tone the muscles, strengthen the heart and pacify the spirit of people of 

all ages and conditions. And these exercises aren't restricted to small pools alone. 

Any type of pool, including a crowded municipal one, will do.  

2 Designer of the principal popular exercises is C. Carson Conrad, executive 

director of the California Bureau of Health. Physicians approve of Conrad's 

exercises for three reasons. First, since water pressure, even on a nonmoving body, 

stimulates the heart to pump blood throughout the body, exercise in the water 

promotes thorough circulation still more effectively. Second, water exercise is 

rhythmic. And continuous, rhythmic exercises, authorities agree, are one of the 

best defenses against circulatory ailments which might cause atherosclerosis, often 

the precursor of coronary attacks and strokes.  

3 Third, water exercise can be enjoyed with benefit by young and old, healthy and 

infirm, swimmers, and in shallow water, non swimmers. Dr. Ira H. Wilson and 

Fred W. Kasch, a physician-and-physiologist team, assert that even persons with 

paraplegia, rheumatic heart, asthma, and emphysema, victims of polio or strokes, 

or amputation can exercise in water and enjoy weightless movement. Arthritics 

move easily under water. Some physicians use hydro calisthenics for their cardiac 

patients.  

4 At the University of Illinois Prof. Richard H. Pohndori studied the effect of water 

exercise on a "typical" couple. He chose as subjects a man-and-wife team of 

physicians, 43 and 41 years old respectively, who had been sedentary for years. 

His program was simple: "Swim from one end of the pool to the other until you 

can swim 1000 yards a day. Swim every day for ten weeks." 

5 Before they started, the couple took 151 physical tests. At the end of ten weeks, 

they were tested again: their pulse rate had dropped, their rate of breathing had 

dropped, their blood pressure had come down to normal, and the cholesterol level 

in their blood had dropped 20 percent. Further, more than half of the broken blood 

vessels disfiguring the woman's thighs had vanished, her husband had improved in  

all his physical-fitness tests; he reduced the size of his heart, making it more 

efficient. Both felt younger, more vigorous.  

 

1. On the basis of your reading, make notes using appropriate abbreviations. 

2. Write a summary of the above passage in 80 words. 



 

8. Read the passage carefully.  

1 It has been a long time since the days when some of us imagined that major 

Indian languages could be like Chinese and become languages of high technology, 

brings in rich and poor together in a race to the top. It hasn‘t happened, and now it 

won‘t. It‘s going to be English. And that means that every child in India should 

have the chance to learn English, and be able to compete with the ones who can 

take it for granted. The only thing that remains to be settled is strategy: how to 

ensure that children do learn English. It‘s a much abused truism that any child can 

learn any language‘. It is true that children are genetically empowered to discern 

language structure from the welter of sound all around them and by five can speak 

their first language, and may be chunks of other languages around them too. But 

children in Indian schools do not pickup Japanese, why? Because they are not 

exposed to it. If you ever sat and tried to help children from Hindi medium schools 

with their English lessons this is exactly the scenario you would find. The 

comprehension passages they have to read are written in abstruse adult language, 

so much so that it is hard to imagine even their teachers catching all the word play 

there. So children who are probably very bright get used to living with 

incomprehension. They somehow learn English eventually, in spite of their lessons 

at school. How do children in the top English medium schools learn English? Well, 

more than half of them come in already knowing English, and together with the 

teacher they provide the rich environment that constitutes exposure for the others. 

Many of the other children can understand English, but not speak it. These children 

remain in listening mode, and then one fine day they start speaking English in full 

sentences. With children who do not understand English at all, the teacher at first 

communicated one to one in the local Indian language, so that the child is never 

actually lost. But all the while the child hears simple instructions in English to the 

class: ‗Line up, take out your books, put away your books, come here‘. And the 

child simply sees the others and follows. And the meaning of these words sinks in 

subconsciously. It takes more than a bad textbook or a child to make use of the 

genetic aptitude for learning a second language. Suppose you cannot achieve this 

rich English learning environment in all the schools, what then? Can we appeal to 

this natural ability for language learning? We can, but here is where you need to 

use a lot of strategy. There is a big misconception that you save time by rushing at 

the start, especially in language learning. Here is where we would do well to take a 

look at poor Indian migrants and see how they manage to pick up I languages so 

easily as they move to a new place.  

2 The first thing the child needs is time. Time to just listen, and not be rushed to 

speak or write. Not be rushed into making mistakes which; Might become 

endemic. The child needs to step ; In an environment where the teacher is speaking 

English, where each child is being spoken to, with no pressure to respond in 

English. We have to respect the child‘s wish to avoid making mistakes, even if it 

means silence. The other thing the child needs is for learning to go on, on a parallel 

track, in a language the child knows. The child needs to be clear about a lot of 

things, and it is just possible that these things won‘t be learnt at all if the child has 

to learn English in order to understand. We also need to understand what sort of 



reading material a child new to English would need. We need writer who know 

how to put information across simply and clearly, and who care whether their 

young readers enjoy the pieces they read in their textbooks. At the moment what 

we have is adult level text which needs deciphering. We need to evolve separate 

curricula for children new to English, so that they go slow at first and develop a 

feel for English. Later on, we can think about whether it is necessary for them to 

face the same English papers in Boards as children from English medium schools.  

 

1. On the basis of your reading, make notes using appropriate abbreviations and 

supply a suitable title.  

2. Write a summary of the above passage in about 80 words.  

 

9. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

1 In Indian homes, the floor of the house is always the best maintained element, 

cleaned twice a day and wiped down to a sparkling state. In front of the threshold 

of the home the floor often is decorated with rangoli and other ritual diagrams. 

This is true in rural as well as in many urban homes in metropolitan cities. When 

building a new home people spend as much money per sq. foot for a beautiful floor 

as they would spend on the entire structure. Yet, this pride and obsession for a 

clean floor suddenly vanish as we step out into the street: the floor of the city. In 

Delhi where 80% of the people are pedestrians in some stage of their commuting, 

least attention is paid to pedestrian paths. Delhi‘s sidewalks are too narrow, very 

poorly maintained and full of potholes, poles, junction boxes and dangerous 

electrical installations, not to speak of the garbage dumps that stink and stare at the 

pedestrian. Ashram Chowk is a good case in point where thousands of pedestrians 

change direction from the Mathura Road radial to the Ring Road. A flyover 

facilitates the automobiles while the pedestrian is orphaned by the investment 

hungry authorities. One corner of the Ashram Chowk has a ridiculous imitation 

wood sculpture with an apology of a fountain and across the same Chowk, you 

have the open mouthed, massive garbage dump right on the pedestrian path, in full 

exhibition for the benefit of the public. These symbols of poor taste and abject 

apathy are then connected by narrow dangerous and often waterlogged footpaths 

for the hapless pedestrians to negotiate. In the night, street lighting in the central 

median light up the carriageway for cars and leave the pedestrian areas in darkness. 

Delhi‘s citizens leave home and want to get to their destination as fast they can. No 

one wants to linger on the road, no leisure walks; no one looks a stranger in the 

eye. It is on the pedestrian path that the citizen encounters head-on the poor pubic 

management and the excuse called ‗multiplicity of authorities‖. One agency makes 

the road, another dig sit up to lay cables, third one comes after months to clear up 

the mess and the cycle of unaccountability goes on. Meanwhile crones are spent in 

repairing the carriage way for vehicles and in construction of flyovers without a 

care for the pedestrians below. Solution offered is to make an expensive underpass 

or an ugly foot over bridge, ostensibly for facilitating the pedestrian, while in 

reality they only facilitate the cars to move faster at the expense of the pedestrians. 

Take Kashmiri Gate, ITO, Ashram Chowk, AIIMS or Dhaula Kuan. At all these 

important pedestrian crossover points the story is the same: They have pulled the 



sidewalk from under the pedestrian‘s feet. In modern cities across the world, the 

pedestrian is king. The floor of the city is designed and maintained as an inclusive 

environment, helping the physically challenged, the old and the infirm, children 

and the ordinary citizen to move joyfully across the city. Delhi aspires to be ‗world 

class city‘. Hopefully the authorities would look once again at the floor of Delhi. 

The pleasure of strolling on the road is deeply connected to our sense of citizen 

ship and sense of belonging. Pride in the city grows only on a well designed floor 

of the city  

1. On the basis of your reading of the above passage, make notes on it using 

headings and subheadings. Also use recognizable abbreviations, wherever 

necessary (Minimum 4) Supply a suitable title.  

2. Write a summary of the above passage.  

 

10. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:  

1 Here are some questions to ponder. Do you know why a certain film star 

received an arsenal of weapons from a gangster terrorist‘ Do you know why 

witnesses who turn hostile do not get prosecuted for either perjury or wasting 

police time, or both? Do you know why it takes a decade or longer to try a criminal 

case in India? Have you ever thought through any solutions to these problems? If 

you haven‘t it might be because of the Type of education you received! Most of us 

reluctantly accept the way things are because we have been educated to be 

accepting. We are not educated to be openly critical. We are not educated to argue, 

protest or confront. The Brits made no bones about it in their schools we were 

educated to accept given values and ways of doing things. We were trained to be 

loyal servants to the status quo. Most of us oldies were subjected to the traditional 

approach to learning that focused on mastery of content, with little emphasis on the 

development of analytical skills and the nurturing of inquiring attitudes. We were 

the receivers of information, and the teacher was the dispenser. The passivity 

encouraged by teachers was typified by one of my principals who implored all the 

girls to be like ‗limpid water in a crystal vase‘. These days I am kept very busy by 

schools that are running teacher training courses to introduce the ‗inquiry 

approach‘ to learning. Unlike traditional learning, this approach is focused on 

using and learning content as a means to develop information processing and 

problem solving skills. This system is more student centered, with the teacher as a 

facilitator of learning. There is more emphasis on ―how we come to know‖ and 

lesson ―what we know‖. Students are more involved in the construction of 

knowledge through active analysis and investigation. They are encouraged to ask 

questions, and give opinions and share what they know. They are encouraged to 

criticise and argue, and confront the conventional wisdom. At the moment this new 

approach is restricted to a few schools. However, this year the ability to critically 

analyse has been introduced as part of the CBSE school syllabus. It is a small start 

but it is a move towards introducing thinking skills into all of our schools. It is the 

start of a big change. Our government and bureaucracy are full of old, well 

educated people of a traditionalist background, who also see, read and hear the 

news reports about hostile witnesses, gangsters and film stars, and murders by 

politician‘s sons. Like us they find them outrageous, but they don‘t know how to 



change things. Critical analysis, change management and innovation were not part 

of their schooling, and in adult life they have not become freely critical, outspoken 

analysts capable of applying the fruits of their analysis to increasingly complex 

problems. We often come across the shortcomings of our government, judiciary 

and media. With very little effort these shortcomings will become a thing of the 

past. But they will be along time coming. Not because our ‗leaders‘ and societal 

managers are unfeeling, immoral, self seekers. But because they were educated and 

excelled in consulting a textbook, and regurgitating someone else‘s opinion and 

knowledge. As the newly educated might say: we can expect the same for a long 

time to come.  

 

1. On the basis of your readings of the above passage, make motes on it using 

headings and subheadings. Also use recognizable abbreviations, where ever 

necessary. Supply a suitable title.  

2. Write a summary of the above passage.  

 

11. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

1 I saw heaps of plastic (cups and foam plates) being burnt at the Trade Fair. 

Chemical sand toxins were released in the air — you could smell the foul odour 

from a kilometer. The fire smouldered on for hours, releasing poisonous fumes 

slowly in the air. Then I stopped in my tracks when I saw hot, boiling tea being 

poured into a plastic bag to be carried to a nearby construction site. They pour the 

tea into plastic cups and then casually threw away all the plastic! How convenient. 

From a highway dhaba to a high tech conference like the prestigious IFFI, tea and 

coffee are usually served in plastic cups. Gone are the china cups, glasses, and of 

course the clay kullad. Plastic is in. Unknown to all, it can be very costly not only 

to our environment but also our health. Another culprit is that Dal Makhani in a 

plastic bag or thermocol foam tub delivered at your doorstep from the local 

takeaway. Often we reheat it in the plastic container in the microwave. Again, very 

convenient. But these cheap plastic containers are made for one time use only. Not 

for reheating food in them. Light weight poor quality plastics are especially 

vulnerable to chemical sleeching out when exposed to heat. Food high in fat should 

never be reheated in plastic as the fat absorbs the chemicals. In the USA, foam 

food containers and plastic containers for food takeaways are being substituted by 

paper containers. Research coming from Japan warns us that when heat and plastic 

combine, chemicals or toxins can be leeched into the food. Dioxin is one such 

toxin that one has to be wary of. It is known to cause damage to the immune 

system, cause Diabetes and even Cancer. This Dioxin can never be flushed out of 

our system. It accumulates in our bodies. It gets stored in the fatty tissues and can 

play havoc. So what is the safe alternative? Wax coated paper cups are safer 

although paper too contains chemicals and of course safest is the good old 

fashioned chai in a glass tumbler, the plebian steel or the clay kullad. Food should 

be heated in steel or glass. It is best to use microwave safe crockery which is free 

of plastic or lead (contained in many pottery items).  

2 Of course, plastic is a wonderful invention. It is practical and indispensable 

today. Hospitals and modern medicine rely on plastic syringes, intravenous sets, 



pipes, tubes, catheters. In surgery, shunts placed in arteries and hip and knee joints 

are replaced by hardened plastic parts. Plastic has to be used intelligently and 

disposed off even more intelligently. Whether it is disposing off, hospital waste or 

garden garbage, we are callous and unthinking. People find it hard to dispose this 

very bulky waste. Every garbage dump, gutter, drain, is choked with plastic. Even 

if every part of the country has a proper waste disposal system, the quantity of 

plastic waste will be unmanageable. Disposal has become a huge issue. We have to 

have safe recycling units. One possible safe way to dispose off plastic bags is to 

shred it and mix (melt, not burn)it with tar and layer the roads that are being 

constantly built. Kilometers of roads crisscrossing the country can absorb the 

plastic waste. Schools too can show the way. Not only should they inform and 

educate the schoolchildren but have good practices. Children can be encouraged to 

collect plastic bags which can be stuffed into gymnastic mattresses. Thousands of 

plastic bags will be used in this exercise. I am sure people can come up with many 

such ideas once they makeup their minds.  

1. On the basis of your reading of the above passage, make notes on it using 

headings and subheading. Also use recognisable abbreviations, wherever necessary 

Supply a suitable title.  

2. Write a summary of the above passage. 

  

12.  Read the passage carefully. 

1 Experts in climatology and other scientists are becoming extremely concerned 

about the rapid changes which are taking place in our climate now. Evidently, the 

climate changes have occurred on our planet even before also. For example, there 

have been several ice ages or glacial periods. 

2 But, these climatic changes were different from the modern ones in the sense that 

they occurred gradually and naturally. The changes currently being monitored are 

said to be the result, not of, natural causes, but of human activities. The major 

problem is that the planet appears to be warming up. According to some experts, 

this warming process, known as global warming, is occurring at an unprecedented 

rate nowadays. The implications for the planet are very serious. Rising global 

temperatures could give rise to ecological disasters like flooding and droughts. It is 

thought that this unusual warming of the earth has been caused by so- called 

Greenhouse Gas, such as carbon dioxide, being emitted into the atmosphere by 

vehicles and modern industrial processes. Actually, it is essential to life on earth, 

because vegetation requires it. However, such gas not only adds to the pollution of 

the atmosphere, but also creates a greenhouse effect, by which the heat of the sun 

is trapped. This leads to the warming up of the planet. 

5 Politicians are also concerned about the climate change and there are now regular 

summits on the subject, attended by representatives from around 180 of the world's 

industrialised countries. Of these summits, the most important one took place in 

Kyoto in Japan in 1997. There it was agreed that the most industrialised countries 

would try to reduce the volume of greenhouse gas emissions and were given 

targets for this reduction of emission. This is known as the ‗Kyoto Protocol'. 

6 However, the greatest obstacle in the reduction of carbon dioxide is its effect on 

the economic front as many employments will be lost as a result of it. 



7 It was also suggested that more forests should be planted to absorb greenhouse 

gases as the problem of rapid climate change, as has been caused by so much 

deforestation. For the next several decades, fossil fuels are the key to improve the 

human conditions. The scientific facts show that the liberation of fossil fuels from 

their geological reservoirs and mankind's use of them provide- many economic, 

health and environmental benefits, whereas the environmental catastrophes 

forecast from their use by the critics have yet to be demonstrated. 

Answer the following questions by choosing the correct option. 

1. What are the reasons behind current climatic changes? 

a) Natural causes    b) Human activities 

c) Both (a) & (b)    d)  unknown 

2. Alarming increase in carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is mainly due to 

a) Vehicles             b) Industries 

c) Both (a) & (b)    d) Large number of trees 

3. Fossil fuels provide_______benefits. 

a) Economic           b) Health 

c) Environmental   d) All the above 

4 Answer the following questions briefly:  

a) What is the major problem with our planet now according to this passage? 

b) Where and when was the most important summit on climatic change held? 

c) What was agreed upon in the summit mentioned in the Passage?  

d) What is the major problem in reduction of carbon dioxide worldwide?  

 

13. Read the following passage carefully. 

1 Tourism has emerged as the world's largest industry as it leads to a great 

economic growth of a country. Growing rapidly in the last two decades, today it 

accounts for 6% of world output and employs some 100 million people around the 

globe. Since the end of the Second World War, it has created immense revenue and 

development potential and stands today as a unique natural renewable industry 

2 Tourism the travel based recreation- provides people with a change of place and 

a break from the monopoly of dairy rife. It brings people of different nations 

together, allowing them to come into close contact with each other's customs and 

other aspects of life. It reveals the scenic beauty and past heritage of a country to 

people belonging to other nations. The knowledge and experience gained in the 

process can lead to greater understanding and tolerance, and can even foster world 

peace. 

3 The contribution of tourism can be nowhere seen more clearly than on the 

economic front. A study conducted by the United Nations has shown that 

developing countries in particular can reap handsome benefits which greatly boost 

national income. Tourism generates employment, and adds to the entrepreneurial 

wealth of a nation. While tourism's advantages are many, its undesirable side-

effects have raised fresh problems. Tourism can cause social, cultural or 

environmental disruption. One of the greatest concerns is the damage to the 

environment. In order to attract more tourists, sprawling resorts are built which 

take neither the local architectural styles nor the ecology into consideration. 

Natural systems come to be destroyed as a result of indiscriminate construction to 



provide water and waste disposal facilities and recreational arrangements to 

tourists. Overuse of environmental wealth disturbs the ecological balance. Damage 

is the most in wildlife parks which remain the foremost sites of tourist attraction. 

Tourists vans and the visitors' feet destroy the ground vegetation, thus affecting the 

feeding habits of the animals and the landscape as well. Overcrowding brings 

about congestion, leading to environmental and health hazards. The Taj Mahal, one 

of the Seven Wonders of the World, has suffered a lot of wear and tear from 

trampling feet of tourists. This is the case of most of the other monuments in the 

world. Some socio-cultural effects of tourism have been damaging. Tourism often 

ushers in new life styles: arrangements as desired by tourists are provided in order 

to make them feel at home. The emergence of this other culture in various places 

has caused dissatisfaction among the local people. The concern is that the local 

people tend to imitate the foreign values, breaking away from their own traditions. 

To promote safe tourism while ensuring that it remains a profitable industry, it is 

imperative to understand the factors that hamper the growth of tourism and check 

them effectively. General instability of a nation is damaging to tourism prospects. 

Political disturbances, in particular, pose a serious problem. The growing violence 

in the international scene and increasing threats of terrorism affect the flow of 

tourists. For example, after Mumbai terrorist attack, there was a considerable 

decrease in the visits of tourists in our country for a long period of time .Countries 

like Srilanka also have been a victim to terrorist threats for a long time and have 

therefore suffered great setbacks in tourism. Whatever be the problems, India must 

work hard to reap the benefits from this industry, for the country has everything to 

attract visitors from far and near. 

 

2.7. On the basis of your reading of the passage, make notes on using headings and 

sub headings. Use minimum four recognisable abbreviations and also supply a 

title to it. 

2.2 Write a summary of the above passage in about 80 words. 

 

 

 

 

14. Read the following passage carefully.  

1 The most important ingredient in the recipe of success is Self-esteem. It appears 

to be a simple term used by the motivators in their inspiring speeches. It is used by 

the management to boost up the morale of their employees. It is used by the 

teachers to encourage the students to perform better in a rather competitive world. 

It is used by parents and elders so that the younger are in a position to face 

challenging situations.  

2 The million dollar question is what Self-esteem is. It can be expanded in a simple 

way, as having the knack to realise one's own potential in a positive way. It is also 

to accentuate one's strength and take measures to alleviate one's weakness. It is to 

understand that by practice and optimistic approach, one can generate a confidence 

to minimise stress within and maximise a mental harmony with oneself and others. 



3 But then what is the need to build up Self-esteem. The reason is simple' One can't 

afford to stay stagnant in this rather evolutionary world. One has to flow with the 

winds of change. To be adamant not to improve is to be self-destructive. There is 

no place for egoism and vengeance; It is the need of the hour to be flexible, 

flawless or at least ready to erase the flaws as far as possible. 

4 There is no magic wand or a magic chant which can help in the building up of 

Self-esteem. It is deliberate effort. It is a belief to adapt positivity. One has to 

indulge in Self-introspection. It's easy to criticise and demoralise but the same is 

difficult to accept for oneself. A positively motivated person intentionally ventures 

into challenging tasks and happily takes up the responsibility. Such a person is 

sought after by everyone.  

5 Once granted life, it's one's humble duty to be responsive to the changes to be 

adaptive in the outlook and to be respectful towards one. Do not yearn to be like 

someone. Be yourself and adopt the traits which can enhance your own potential. 

Being arrogant is wrong but to be submissive is no less wrong! Esteem yourself to 

be adaptive enough to improve upon. 

6 No one can be like you. But then be exemplary too! Project yourself not as being 

meek or egoist. Be humble to yourself and others. Self-esteem is not to assert that 

one is the best but to understand that one is strong enough to be the best. In any 

case there is always a scope of improvement. Build up this trait and you will find 

yourself more in harmony with your environment and with yourself. 

 

1. Answer the given questions based upon your understanding of the passage. 

Select from the most appropriate options. 

A. According to the passage, Self-esteem is a term often used by 

a) students 

b) doctors 

c) preachers 

d) management 

B. Self-esteem can be defined as 

a) the ability to understand one's potential and minimise flaws 

b) the ability to be confident despite shortcomings 

c) the ability to adopt to the situations which promote self destruction 

d) none of the above 

 

C. Those who indulge in criticism 

a) can succeed easily 

b) can gain self esteem 

c) can harm their own growth 

d) can please everyone 

 

D. In order to build up self esteem one should 

a) copy someone & become so 

b) judge everyone & criticise 

c) be one‘s own self & improve 

d) allow negativity to take over 



 

E. It's necessary to 

a) adapt to changes positively 

b) esteem one‘s strength 

c) enhance personal growth 

d) all of the above 

 

F. The passage is mainly about 

a) leaving arrogance 

b) building self-esteem 

c) optimistic approach 

d) being responsive 

 

2. Answer the following questions briefly. 

 1. Mention any two ways, as mentioned in the passage, to build self-esteem. 

 2. How is a person with a positive outlook different from others? 

 3. Find words from the passage which mean the same as-  

i. make more noticeable or prominent  [para 2] 

ii. showing no activity; dull [ para 3 ] 

iii. further improve the quality [ para 5 ] 

iv. to state with assurance, confidence, or force [ para 6] 

 

15. Read the following passage carefully: 

1 I don't want to be the richest person in the graveyard. To me a life well-lived is 

mostly about being surrounded by people I love, staying healthy and happy (and no 

one's happy all the time except in the movies) and having an impact on the world 

around us. So how can you stay focused on the things that are most important to 

you? Die daily,  

2 I wrote about this in The Monk Who Sold His Ferrari but the point of Wisdom is 

repeating: connecting to the fact that life is short and no one knows when it will 

end is a great personal practice to stay engaged on your highest priorities. Waking 

up each morning and asking yourself, ―How would I show up today if this day was 

my last?" is not some cheesy motivational exercise. It's a profound way to bring 

some urgency and commitment into your days. 

3 Most of us let life act on us - we are asleep at the wheel of our own lives. And 

the days slip into weeks, the weeks into months and the months into years. Before 

we know it, we are laying on our deathbeds wondering where all the time went. 

4 Too many amongst us live our lives in what l call, ―the safe harbour of  the 

known.‖ Same thinking for twenty years. Same conversations for twenty years. 

Same breakfast for twenty years. Same drive to work for twenty years. I have no 

judgment on that kind of a life. If it makes you happy, well that's a beautiful thing. 

But I don‘t know of anyone who is happy living like that. True joy comes when 

you put some skin in the game and take some chances. Yes, you will start to 

experience more failure. But guess what, success also starts to pay more visits.  



5 Failure is just part of the process of getting to greatness. The best companies on 

the planet have failed more than the average ones. The most successful people on 

the planet have failed more than average ones. To me, the only failure is the failure 

to not try and dream and dare. And I deeply feel that the greatest risk you will ever 

take in your life is if you never take a risk.  

6 Die daily. Give yourself to life. Take some risks. Open your heart a little wider. 

Speak your truth. Show your respect for the gift of life that's been given to you. 

Shine brightly today. And then, wake up tomorrow and reach even higher. At the 

end, people will remember you as one of the great ones. 

 

1. On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it using 

headings and sub-headings. 

2. Write a summary of the above passage in 80 words, using the notes made and 

also suggest a suitable title. 

 

17. Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow. 

1 We usually think of a prison as a place where men and women are locked up for 

breaking the law. But this is a very recent development in the history of prisons. 

2 Centuries ago, nobles and men of importance were often captured and 

imprisoned for revenge or until they were ransomed. It was not until the 19th 

century that prisons began to be used for the punishment or correction of law 

violators. 

3 Prisons before that time were places where those accused of breaking the law 

were held until the trial. After the prisoners were tried, the sentence of the court 

was immediately carried out. They were not sentenced to serve a term in prison. 

Those who had been declared guilty were put to death, whipped or given other 

forms of bodily punishment, or fined. 

4 Gradually men began to see that this cruel treatment did not prevent crime. The 

result was that imprisonment began to be used as a substitute for death penalty and 

bodily punishment. 

5 In England and in some of the European countries, places called ―work houses‖ 

or ―houses for correction‖ were established after about 1550. Those places were 

used to imprison beggars, vagabonds, family deserters, debtors, and those guilty of 

minor offences. 

6 The workhouses were then right at hand for use as prisons for keeping more 

serious offenders. These workhouses were no safe enough for keeping long-term 

prisoners, and thus prisons began to be built which furnished greater security. 

7 Most of these prisons were unfit places to keep human beings. They were dirty, 

badly lighted, and cold. Food was bad and the treatment was harsh. Prisoners were 

thrown together, whether they were young or old, first offenders or hardened 

criminals. There was no work of training program. The inmates sat idle. 

8 In the late 18th century, men began to urge that the prisons be improved and 

better methods of caring for prisoners be developed. Prisons changed considerably 

with time, and today more and more people are coming to believe that a prison 

should help bring about the reformation of the inmate. There are all kinds of 



extensive programs to train them, as well as medical and psychological help, 

recreational activity, and schooling. 

1. On the basis of your reading of the passage complete/answer the following: 

(i) Prison in the modern sense is a place where _________________ 

(ii) But in the past prisons were used for____________until they were ransomed. 

(iii) After trial, guilty persons were punished with __________________ 

(iv) When cruelty and death penalty did not prevent crime ___________was used 

as a substitute. 

(v) ―Houses of correction‖ were meant for _______________ 

(vi) Some of the disadvantages prevalent there were: 

(a) ____________________________________ 

(b) ____________________________________ 

(c) ____________________________________ 

(vii) Today to bring about reformation there are prisoners programmes such 

         as ____________________________organized. 

(viii) Now prisons are no longer used ______________but the government uses     

         them for _____________________ 

2. Find words from the passage which mean the same as following: 

(i) caught                                                (para 2) ____________ 

(ii) blamed                                              (para 3) ____________ 

(iii) thing used in place of                       (para 4) ____________ 

something/an alternative 

(iv) wrong-doers                                      (para 6) ___________ 

 

18. Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: 

1. In today‘s fiercely competitive business environment, companies need to 

communicate information pertaining to a whole range of issues in a lucid and 

precise manner to their customers. 

2. This is, particularly so in the case of companies which do business in areas such 

as manufacturing, information technology (IT), engineering products and services 

companies, whose products and services may not be understood by a customer not 

familiar with its technical aspects. 

3. These communication materials are prepared in a company these days by 

technical writers – people who can effectively communicate to an intended 

audience. 

4. The skills of a technical writer are being increasingly sought for preparing 

marketing documents such as brochures, case studies, website content and media 

kits and for the preparation of a whole range of manuals. Though technical writers 

in a company do a good portion of such work, the trend now is to outsource 

technical writing to free-lancers. 

5. Technical writing and writing textbooks are poles apart. The former is aimed at 

those who do not have an in-depth knowledge about a product and hence should be 

direct and lucid. An overdose of technical terms and jargon would only add to the 

confusion of the customer. 



6. The basic requirement for being a technical writer is near-total mastery over 

English language. A technical writer should be natural in creative writing and 

needs to be an expert in using Business English. 

7. This simply means that those with a Bachelor‘s degree in English Literature 

along with a diploma/degree in Journalism and having a Post Graduate Diploma in 

Computer Application (PGDCA) are ideal candidates for being employed as 

technical writers. 

8. According to Joe Winston, Chief Executive Officer of ‗I-manager‘, speaking 

ability is not imperative for a technical writer. All that one needs is the talent to 

write in a simple and effective manner. Many have inhibitions in speaking English 

but their writing skills would be very sharp. 

9. Technical writing would be good option for such people. If a candidate is to be 

assigned the task of preparing high-end technical manuals, he/she is required to 

have higher qualifications such as an M.A., M.Phil. in English Literature and a 

degree such as M.C.A. 

10. Companies look for such qualifications because technical writers need to 

understand the technical information themselves, before trying to communicate it 

in de-jargonized language to the potential customers. 

11. However, it is also true that many companies provide rigorous on-the-job 

training to fresh technical writers before allowing them to graduate to high-end 

products. 

12. Though the demand for good technical writers has risen sharply over the year 

emphasis is never on number but on skills. 

13. They point out that even graduates of English Literature are often found when 

it comes to creative and effective writing. 

14. Merely having the right mix of writing and comprehension skills is not 

sufficient. A technical writer should keep his ‗writing blades‘ constantly 

sharpened. It means untold hours of reading up the latest in the technology trends 

and constant honing of one‘s business English and writing skills. The nature of 

technical writing is such that a writer has to be at the peak of his expressive power 

in the piece of writing he produces. 

15. A career in technical writing is seen as good choice for woman mainly because 

it is widely held that women are more adept at creative writing than men and these 

to be do not entail graveyard shifts or arduous travelling. 

16. A beginner can expect to be paid anywhere between Rs. 8,000 and Rs. 15,000 

month. Technical writers usually join as executive technical writer and then go to 

become senior technical writers, team leaders, documentation held and even 

manage to make it to a management job within a decade. As in most sector jobs, 

merit is the main criterion for rise in job and not necessarily the number of years  

one has put in. 

1. Make notes using recognizable abbreviations use proper format. 

2. Find words from the above passage which means the same as: 

a) Clear              ( para 1) 

b) Continuous    ( para 14) 

c) Difficult         (para 15) 

 



19. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:  

1 The small village of Somnathpur contains an extraordinary temple, built around 

1268 A.D. by the Hoyasalas of Karnataka, one of the most prolific temple builders. 

Belur and Helebid are among their-better-known works. While these suffered 

during the invasions of the 14th century, the Somnathpur temple stands more or 

less intact in near-original condition.  

2 This small temple captivates with the beauty and vitality of its detailed sculpture, 

covering almost every inch of the walls, pillars, and even ceilings. It has three 

shikharas and stands on a star-shaped, raised platform with 24 edges. The outer 

walls have a profusion of detailed carvings: the entire surface run over by carved 

plaques of stone. There were vertical panels covered by exquisite figures of gods 

and goddesses, with many incarnations being depicted. There were nymphs too, 

some carrying an ear of maize (a symbol of plenty and prosperity. The elaborate 

ornamentation, very characteristic of Hoyasala sculptures, was a remarkable 

feature. On closer look - and it is worth it - the series of friezes on the outer walls 

revealed intricately carved caparisoned elephants, charging horsemen, stylized 

flowers, warriors, musicians, crocodiles, and swans. 

3 The temple was actually commissioned by Soma Dandanayaka or Somnath (he 

named the village after himself), the minister of the Hoyasala king, Narasimha the 

Third. The temple was built to house three versions of Krishna. The inner center of 

the temple was the kalyana mandapa. Leading from here were three corridors, each 

ending in a shrine, one for each kind of Krishna-Venugopala, Janardana and 

Prasanna Keshava, though only two remain in their original form. In the darkness 

of the sanctum sanctorum, I tried to discern the different images. The temple‘s 

sculptural perfection is amazing and it includes the doors of the temple and the 

three elegantly carved towers. 

1 Make notes of the above passage using an acceptable format including 

abbreviations, with suitable titles.  

2. Make a summary of the above passage in not more than 80 words.  

 

20. Read the passage given below and then answer the questions which 
follow: 
1 To make our life a meaningful one, we need to mind our thoughts, for our 

thoughts are the foundation, the inspiration, and the motivating power of our deeds. 

We create our entire world by the way we think. Thoughts are the causes and the 

conditions are the effects. 

2 Our circumstances and conditions are not dictated by the world outside; it is the 

world inside us that creates the outside. Self-awareness comes from the mind, 

which means soul. Mind is the sum total of the states of consciousness grouped 

under thought, will and feeling. Besides self-consciousness we have the power to 

choose and think. Krishna says: “no man resteth a moment inactive”. Even when 

inactive on the bodily plane, we are all the time acting on the thought plane. 

Therefore if we observe ourselves, we can easily mould our thoughts. If our 

thoughts are pure and noble, naturally actions follow the same. If our thoughts are 

filled with jealousy, hatred and greed, our actions will be the same. 

3 Karmically, however, thought or intent is more responsible and dynamic than an 



act. One may perform a charitable act, but if he does not think charitably and is 

doing the act just for the sake of gain and glory, it is his thoughts that will 

determine the result. Theosophy teaches us that every thought, no matter how 

fleeting, leaves a seed in the mind of the thinker. These small seeds together go to 

make up a large thought seed and determine one‘s general character. Our thoughts 

affect the whole body. Each thought once generated and sent out becomes 

independent of the brain and mind and will live upon its own energy depending 

upon its intensity. 

4 Trying to keep a thought from our mind can produce the very state we are trying 

to avoid. We can alter our environment to create the mood. When, for instance, we 

are depressed, if we sit by ourselves trying to think cheerful thoughts, we often do 

not succeed. But if we mix with people who are cheerful we can bring about a 

change in our mood and thoughts. Every thought we think, every act we perform, 

creates in us an impression, like everything else, is subject to cyclic law and 

becomes repetitive in our mind. So, we alone have the choice to create our 

thoughts and develop the kind of impressions that make our action more positive. 

5 Let us choose the thought seeds of right ideas, noble and courageous aspirations 

that will be received by minds of the same nature. Right introspection will be 

required of us to determine what we really desire to effect. Everything in the 

universe is inter-related and inter-dependent, that we live in one another and by 

accepting the grand principle of universal brotherhood we shall be in a position to 

appreciate what a heavy responsibility is ever ours to think right. Let us reflect and 

send loving and helpful thoughts and lighten the load of the world‘s suffering. 

1 Answer the following questions: 
a. How can we make our life meaningful?  

b. Why does Krishna say, “No man resteth a moment inactive?”  

c. How do our thoughts affect the whole body?  

d. How can we change our mood when we are depressed?  

e. How can we bring about the desired effect?  

 
2 Find the words from the passage which mean the same as:  
a. Full of activity (Para 3)  

b. Happening in cycles (Para 4) 

c. To look into one‘s own thoughts and feelings (Para 5) 

 

Section- Advanced Writing Skills 

21. You are the President of your school theatre club. Your club is organizing a 

play The Merchant of Venice to help the victims of earthquake. Design a poster 

informing the students about this play. Invent necessary details. 

 

22. The students‘ council of your school has organized an excursion to Auli for 

students of class XI during the winter Break. As President of the council, write a 

notice in not more than fifty words informing the students about this excursion. 

Sign yourself as Ravinder. 

 



23. You are Rohan, the school captain of GIC, Almora. Recently your school 

hosted the State Level Science Exhibition. Write a report of this event for your 

school newsletter in about 125 words. 

 

24. The International Book Fair was inaugurated by the Chairman of Children‘s 

Book Trust, Dr. B.P.S. Rawat. The theme this year was Illustrated Works of 

Children. You are Akshay / Akanksha a class XII student of GIC, Gopeshwar. You 

visited the exhibition and were impressed with the range of books on display. 

Write a factual description in about 125 words. 

 

25. You are Naresh / Neetu. Recently, you came across a newspaper report on the 

burning of a young woman as her parents could not meet the dowry demands. You 

feel that even after so many years of independence we have not really progressed 

as a nation. Write a letter to the editor of a local newspaper expressing your views 

and also giving suggestions to improve the status of women in Indian Society. You 

are Satish / Sonali, the student of GIC- Bhowali (Nainital).  

 

26. You have been asked to place an order for children‘s story books (Ages 10-13 

yrs). Write a letter to M.S. Book Depot Ramnagar, placing an order for the books. 

Invent the necessary details. 

 

27. India is a country with diverse cultures, traditions, religious and political 

beliefs. To keep such a country together, to bind the people and take the nation 

ahead on the path of progress, democracy is the most suitable form of government. 

Write an article in about 150-200 words. You are Akshay / Asha a class XII 

student. 

 

28. You are Amit / Amita a student of class XII at K.N. Senior Secondary School 

Haldwani. You recently visited a hill station along with your parents. It was an 

exhilarating, adventurous and joyful experience. Write an article for the school 

magazine sharing your experience in 150-200 words. 

 

29. You are Satish / Shweta. Working in an NGO, which is working for the 

upliftment of socio-economic conditions of child labourers by counselling their 

parents and are  helping children to go to school. You find it appalling that many 

people in educated society want the practice of child labour to continue. Write an 

article on the "Role of Educated Society in Curbing Child Labour".  

 

30. You are Mamta / Mohan. You find corruption as the biggest impediment in the 

development of a nation. You strongly believe that youth can play a very important 

role in fighting the menace of corruption. Write an article on the "Role of Youth in 

Fighting Corruption".  

 

31. You are Jeetender / Jeetu. You have been working on a project related to effect 

of modern life on youth. You interviewed school and college students for the 

project. Write an article on the subject in about 150-200 words. Write an article in 



150 to 200 words on vocational training - as part of the school curriculum 

expressing your views on its need in the present scenario and suggesting steps to 

make it successful.  

 

32. You are Vidya / Vijay, a student of Class XII of Navodaya School Dehradun. 

You feel disturbed to read news about increasing cases of "honour killing" in 

northern India. You feel that such attitude of some elders in the society deprives 

children of their free will and pose hindrance in choosing life partner and career of 

their choice. Write an article in about 150-200 words on the topic, "Honour Killing 

a Stigma on Modern Society."  

 

33. You are Sudha / Sudhir, a counsellor in BBP school, Dehradun. You come 

across cases of Domestic Violence frequently. You found through your interaction 

with the victims that children are affected most by this. Write an article in 150-200 

words on the "Impact of Domestic Violence on Young Minds".  

 

34. You are Veer / Veenu, a student of Class XII of SPS School Bageshwar. While 

watching many reality shows on T.V. you felt that they are harmful for children. 

Write an article in 150-200 words on Negative impact of reality shows on children.  

 

35. You are Sonam / Sanju, a worker in NGO - 'Awareness India'. You feel that 

media which has reached every part of the country can play an important role in 

spreading awareness about "Rights and Responsibilities". Write an article in about 

150-200 words on the subject.  

 

36. You are Mohan /Meetu. You are worried about the hikes in the prices of 

essential commodities like LPG, pulses, vegetables etc. Write a speech on this in 

about 150-200 words for the morning assembly suggesting certain steps to curb 

inflation.  

 

37. You are Bhupender / Jayant, a class XII Student of RS School, Rudrapur, 

recently you read a survey report in a newspaper on the use of chemicals in 

vegetables. You have come across such reports frequently. You find the trend 

shocking. Write an article in about 150-200 words on the topic 'Adulteration a 

Monstrous Evil'.  

 

38. You are Zeenia / Zeeshan a class XII student of RSV school, Dehradun. You 

interacted with your friends for knowing their views on shopping Malls which 

have come up in every corner of the city. You found that around half the total 

number of your friends loves to go to Malls, while the other half hate them. Write a 

debate in favour or against the topic "Mall Culture in Cities - Positive or Negative 

impact on Teenagers".  

 

39. You are Sadhna / Sashi a student of ASN School, Pantnagar. You have 

observed that tuition centres have come up in different parts of the town. They 

charge very high fee and assure the students better marks and seats in professional 



colleges. Almost all the students in class X and XII join tuition centres or coaching 

centres. They strongly believe that one gets quality teaching in them. Write a 

debate in around 150-200 words either in favour of or against the topic "Tuition 

and Coaching Centres Necessity of Students".  

 

40. You are Rakhi / Rakesh a student of Class XII of MGM School, Rudrapur. You 

feel that mobile phones have become integral part of today's life. You think that 

every good thing has bad sides also. Write a debate in 150-250 words either in 

favour of or against the topic "Mobile Phone and Social Development of the 

Children".  

 

41. You are Shakeela / Shahid a student of class XII of GIC- Lohaghat. You have 

observed that students of your school discuss too much about video games. Many a 

times they get so engrossed in discussion that they neglect their studies but at the 

same time they learn so many new things also. You keep reading about reports of 

surveys on impact of Video games on students which give varied views. Write a 

debate in 150-200 words on the topic "Video Games - their Impact on Students", 

putting your views either in favour of the topic or against it.  

 

42. You are Rajan / Rajni the Head Boy / Girl of your school. You are asked to 

address the students of a neighbouring school on the World Environment Day as a 

part of students interaction programme. Write a speech in about 150-200 words 

emphasizing the "Role of Students in Protecting the Environment".  

 

43. You are shocked to read a report on murder of a senior citizen in Vasant Vihar 

Colony. You being the President of RWA of the colony feel that adequate steps in 

the field of safety and social awareness are needed. Write a speech on the topic 

"Crimes against Senior Citizens-Measures to Curb It" to be delivered at RWA 

meeting. Assume yourself as Radhika / Rajesh.  

 

44. You are Mamta / Mohan a student of Class XII of GIC- Shantipuri. You feel 

that there is a wide gap between civic facilities in urban and rural India. All the 

progress in the fields of technology and economy is used up in improving the life 

of city dwellers, whereas rural people remain neglected. Write an article on the 

topic "How to bring the light of modernity to rural India?‖.  

 

45. Write an article on ‗Vocational Training - as part of the school curriculum' 

expressing your views on its need in the present scenario and suggesting steps to 

make it successful.  

 

Suggested points: 
I- Present system of education and its flaws. - Problems faced by students in the 

competitive world - Increasing unemployment - various seasons  

II. Vocational training to be essential part of curriculum - Knowledge of 

professional courses to the students through career counselling programmes and 

experts - aptitude tests to choose a professional course - Practical training - to work 



in the work shops or institutes. - Stipends / scholarships to the students on 

meritorious students - Selection through campus interviews - Job opportunities / 

self employment - easy loan by the government  

III. Conclusion - Your views - concluding the article 

 

46.  Write a letter to the editor, ―The Hindu‟, Chennai about rash and reckless 

driving by the people in your city, suggesting preventive measures. You are Kamal 

/ Kunwar of 10, Mount Road, Mussoorie.  

 

47. Write a letter to the Station Master, Rudrapur, informing him about the loss of 

your suitcase which you realized only on alighting at Rudrapur. You travelled by 

Dehradun Express from Dehradun to Rudrapur. You are Priya / Prashant of 12, EC 

Road, Dehradun. 

 

48. You are Sanjay / Sangeeta, Secretary of Excursion Club, ABC Public School, 

Haridwar. Your club has decided to organise an excursion to Kathmandu (Nepal) 

during the forthcoming summer vacation for the senior students of your school. 

Write a notice in about 50 words informing the students about the same to 

participate in it. 

 

49. Design a poster in about 50 words to bring out awareness on the hazards of 

reckless use of plastics.  

 

50. Last month you bought a washing machine from M/s D.D Traders, Daryaganj, 

Delhi. The machine is not working properly now. Write a letter of complaint to the 

sales Manager asking for a repair or replacement of the same. You are Rahul / 

Ruhi of Adarsh Nagar, Delhi. 

 

51. You are Ankit / Amrita, staying at Vikas Nagar, Dehradun. You have come 

across an advertisement in" The Times of India "for the recruitment of a computer 

Engineer in Infosys, Hyderabad. Apply in response to the advertisement, giving 

your detailed bio-data. Invent all the necessary details. 

 

 

52. Computer games and video games have become popular with children today. 

As a result, outdoor games seem to have no place in their life anymore. You are 

Archana / Ruchi. You decide to write a speech to be delivered in the school 

assembly on your experiences about the joys of playing outdoor games. 

 

Section- Literature 
53. Read the stanza given below very carefully an answer the questions that 

follow:  

The cardboard shows me how it was  

When the two girl cousins went paddling,  

Each one holding one of my mother’s hands,  

And she the big girl - some twelve years or so. 



a. What does the ―cardboard” show the poet?  

b. Why did the two girl cousins hold one of the poet‘s mother‘s hands?  

c. How old was the oldest girl among the three cousins? 

d. Why did the girls go to the sea beach?  

 

54. Now she’s been dead nearly as many years 

 As that girl lived. And of this circumstance  

There is nothing to say at all.  

Its silence silences.  
 

a. How long has the poet‘s mother been dead?  

b. What is the meaning of the word ―circumstance”  in the poem?  

c. Why is there nothing to say at all?  

d. What silences the silence?  

 

55. Describe the three girls as they pose for the photograph?  

56. Why would the poet‘s mother laugh at the snapshot 

57. What are the losses of the poet‘s mother and the poet?  

58. The entire poem runs through the lament of loss of something near and dear.   

     Which feeling is presented prominently here? 

 

59. Read the extract carefully and answer the questions that follow:  

And forever, by day and night, I give back life to my  

own origin, 

And make pure and beautify it.  

(For song, issuing from its birth place, after fulfilment, wandering  

Reck’d or unreck’d, duly with love returns)  
 

1) How is the cyclic movement of rain brought out in the poem? 

2) What is the significance of the world ―song‖ here?  

3) How does the rain benefit the earth?  

4) Who is ―I” here? 

 

60. And who art thou? said I to the soft falling shower, 

Which strange to tell gave me an answer ,as here translated:  

I am the Poem of Earth ,said the voice of the rain, 

Eternal I rise impalpable out of the land and the bottomless sea.  

 

1)The ―I‖ in the third line stands for 

a)the rain  b) the poet  c) the reader  d) Earth  

2) The speaker in the first line is  

a) the poet b) the voice of the rain c) Earth d) the sea  

3) ―Eternal I rise” means:  

a)formation of cloud from vapour b) heaven c) heavenly bodies d) None of these  

4) The word ―impalpable” in the fourth line means:  

a) strong b) weak c) untouched and unseen d) bottomless 



 

61. What surprises the poet in the beginning of the poem? 

62. What is referred to as the origin of the rain?  

64. What functions the rain performs on its journey back to the earth? 

65. How does the rain give life to its own origin?  

66. Why does the rain call itself as the song of the earth? 

 

67.  Read the stanza given below and answer the questions that follow:  

"When did my childhood go? 

 Was it the day I ceased to be eleven,  

 Was it the time I realised that Hell and Heaven,  

 Could not be found in Geography,  

 And therefore could not be,  

 Was that the day!"   
 a. How did the poet realise his being grown up?  

 b. What does the Hell and heaven stand for?  

 c. What kind of phase of his life does the stanza reveal? 

 d. What is the poet asking for? 

 

68. " When did my childhood go?  

Was it the time I realised that adults were not  

All they seemed to be,  

They talked of love and preached of love,  

But did not act so lovingly,  

Was that the day!" 
 i. What does the stanza expose?  

ii. According to the poem when did his childhood go?  

iii. What contrast did he find in adult‘s behaviour?  

iv. How did he find the hypocrisy in adult‘s behaviour? 

 

69. How does the poet describe the process of being grown up?  

70. How does the poet repent on his loss of childhood?  

71. The poet has asked two questions one is about the time and other is about the   

      place. Why has he used these questions? 

 

72. Read the stanza given below and answer the questions that follow:  

I do not understand this child  

Though we have lived together now  

In the same house for years. I know 

Nothing of him, so try to build  

Up a relationship from how  

He was when small. Yet have I killed 

 

i. Why doesn‘t the father know anything of his son? Give reasons for the failure of 

the father son relationship.  



ii. What sort of a relation is the father trying to build with his son? What will be 

drawback of this relation?  

iii. Where did the father fail? How could have he escaped the failure? 

 

73. Yet have I killed  

The seed I spent or sown it where 

The land is his and none of mine?  

We speak like strangers, there’s no sign 

Of understanding in the air.   
i. What is the mood of the father? Why?  

ii.Do you think the poem would have appeared the same if written by the son? 

How?  

iii.Why does the father think that he has killed the seed that he spent?  

iv.Why does the father feel that his son is a plant that owns the land it grows? 

 

74. This child is built to my design  

Yet what he loves I cannot share.  

Silence surrounds us. 

 
i. The child is built to my design. Explain. From where did the building go 

different? 

ii. The father here seems to be highly egoistic. Explain. 

iii. Bring out the pun in the line, ―Yet what he loves I cannot share.‖ 

  

  75.  Bring out the spiritual elements in the character of the grandmother. 

  

                   THE PORTRAIT OF A LADY -BY KHUSHWANT SINGH 

  76.  What light does the lesson throw on Indian family values?  

  77. Evaluate the writer‘s attitude towards his grandmother when he was a child.  

  78. What poetic words are used by the writer to bring out the physical and    

        spiritual beauty of the grandmother?  

  79. Mention some incidents from the lesson that show that the grandmother loved   

        her grandson intimately. 

  80. What is the difference between village school education and urban school 

education brought by the lesson?  

  81. What does the sparrow‘s behaviour highlight?  

  82. Mention some instances to show that the grandmother was highly composed 

and patient. 

 

WE’RE NOT AFRAID TO DIE…..IF WE CAN ALL BE TOGETHER 

  83. What picture does the lesson draw on lives at sea? 

  84. What are the different technical aspects of a boat that the lesson highlights?  

  85. What do you feel are the attitudes that help the passengers of the boat steer 

them to safety?  

  86. Do the children represent typical children or they are more than them?  

  87. Why was it felt that the Mayday calls would go unanswered?  



88. What were the specialties of the Wavewalker?  

89. What drove the parents of the children undertake such a voyage full of 

dangers?  

90. Why was the ugly island, Ile Amsterdam, the most beautiful island for the 

passengers of Wavewalker? 

91. What was the object behind the writer‘s undertaking the journey? 

92. Describe the boat which was made for undertaking the voyage. 

 

DISCOVERING TUT : THE SAGA CONTINUES 
93. Who was Tut? Why was his mummy got scanned 

94. Why was Carter‟s investigation resented?  

95. What were things buried with Tut’s mummy? And Why?  

96 The boy king changed his name from Tutankhaten to Tutankhamun. Do you 

think that it might be the reason of his death?  

97. Why did Ray Johnson describe Akhenaten as ‗wacky‘?  

98. What were the results of the CT scan?  

99. What is the Pharao‘s curse? 

100. What picture of Egyptian life and beliefs does the lesson portray?  

101. Describe the Egyptian rulers that you find mention in the lesson.  

102. Do you feel the lesson is able to mirror the element of mystery that is 

associated with the Egyptians pyramids and the mummies inside them?  

103. What is the superstition associated with the mummies?  

104. Describe in short Tutankhamen as the lesson mirrors him. 

105. What is the justification of so much modern methods being applied to Tut's 

Mummy?  

106. What are the two basic aspects of Ancient Egyptian life, as portrayed in the 

lesson?  

107. Why is Tutankhamen so famous of all the Egyptian Pharaos? 

 

THE AILING PLANET: THE GREEN MOVEMENTS ROLE 

108.  Why is the earth said to be an ailing planet?  

109. What is the significance of Green Movement in the modern world 

110. What did the most dangerous animal on the earth learn in the recent time?  

111. What was the question raised by the First Brandt Commission? What does it 

suggest? What is the significance of this question?  

112. ―What goes under the pot now costs more than what goes inside it.‖ Explain.  

113. Why is it said that forest precedes mankind?  

114. What did Lester Brown mean when he said that we have not inherited this 

earth from our forefathers, we have borrowed it from our children?  

115. How is human population explosion the biggest threat to the existence of the 

ailing earth? 115. What does the empty cage and the board in the zoo in 

Lusaka mean?  

116. What was the question raised by first Brandt Commission? 

117.  Why does Nani Palkhivala call the Earth an ailing planet and what is the role 

of the Green Movement?  



118. Nani Palkhivala in his essay ―The Ailing Planet: The Green Movement's 

Role", calls man ―the Worlds" most dangerous animal". How does he defend 

his viewpoint and at the same time holds out hope for the world?  

119. What picture of the future of the planet does the author paint? What can 

thwart that scenario? Short Questions:  

120. What causes endless anguish to common man?  

121. What are the unusually alarming statistics about the population that the author 

talks about?  

122. Why is the Green Revolution important?  

123. Justify the title of the essay.  

124. Explain the statement ―forests precede mankind; deserts follow”. 

 

THE BROWNING VERSION 
125. What kind of teacher student relationship does the lesson portray?  

126. What is the universal aspect of the characters portrayed in the Browning 

Version?  

127. What is your opinion about Frank that you form from his conversation with 

Taplow? 

128. Do you really feel Mr. Crocker Harris is absolutely like the way he has been 

presented by? Taplow or Taplow is exaggerating? 

129. Contrast Mrs. Crocker Harris with Mr. Crocker Harris.  

130. What is Taplow‘s attitude towards Mr. Crocker Harris?  

131. Are there any differences in the school system of Taplow’s School with 

yours? If yes, what are they? 

132. Compare and contrast the character of Mrs. Pearson and Mrs. Fitzgerald. 

 



 

  


