
                                             Practice Questions for Class XII 

                                                  SECTION – A (Reading) 

 
1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:  

 

1. South India is known mainly for its music, arts and rich literature. Madras or 

Chennai can be called the cultural capital and the soul of Mother India. The city is 

built low in pleasant contrast to the ugly tall structures of Mumbai and Kolkata. It 

has vast open spaces and ample greenery. The majestic spacious Mount Road looks 

like a river, wide and deep. A walk along the Marina Beach in the evening with the 

sea shining in your face is totally refreshing. The breeze soothes the body; it 

refreshes the mind and brightens the intellect. 

 

2. One can never feel dull in Chennai. The intellectual and cultural life of the city 

is something of a marvel. Every street corner of Chennai has a literary forum, a 

debating society and music, dance or dramatic club. The intelligent arguments, the 

sparkling wit and dashing irony make every meeting very interesting. There is a 

young men‘s association which attracts brilliant speakers and equally brilliant 

listeners to its meetings. It is a treat to watch them use their speaking skills. 

Chennai speakers are by and large sweet and civilised, though angry and noisy 

variety is also often witnessed during election time. The more urbane speakers 

weave their arguments slowly like the unfolding of a melody set to carnatic music. 

 

3. Music concerts and dance performances draw packed houses. There is hardly 

any cultured family in Chennai that does not learn and patronize music and dance 

in its original form. Rukmani Devi Arundale‘s ‗Kala Kshetra‘ is a renowned 

international centre. It has turned out hundreds of celebrated maestros and dancers 

who have brought fame and glory to our country. Carnatic music has a beautiful 

charm of its own. It has the moon‘s soft beauty and soft pace. Thousands of people 

flock to the temple ‗maidans‘ to enjoy the sweet melodies of their favourite 

singers. They sit out all night even in the unbearable heat, swaying to the rhythm of 

‗nadaswaram‘ and the measured beats of ‗mridangam‘. 

 

4. The gods might  descend  from  heaven  to  see  a  South Indian damsel dancing. 

There are several varieties of South Indian dance – Bharat Natyam, Mohini Attam, 

Kathakali etc. Age cannot wither nor custom stale its beautiful variety. Bharat 

Natyam is the most graceful and enchanting dance form whereas Kathakali is most 

masculine and virile. South Indian dances combine pleasure with purity. Here, 

every muscle and fibre of the body vibrates into life, and as the movement 

increases, a divine flame-like passion comes out as if making an effort to reach 

heaven. 

 

 

 



5. South Indian dress, particularly of the males, is puritanically simple. There you 

cannot distinguish a judge from a ‗peon‘ by his dress. South Indian ladies too look 

charming and graceful in their colourful Kanjeevaram and Mysore Silk Saris. 

 

6. South Indian cuisine, especially ‗dosa‘, ‗idli‘ and ‗vada‘ are so delicious that 

now we enjoy them almost everywhere in India and even in some foreign 

countries. The Madrasi ‗idli‘ which was a favourite of Gandhiji is served with 

‗sambhar‘ and ‗chutney‘. 

 

1. On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer the following 

questions by choosing the most appropriate options:  

 

(a) South India is known mainly for its : 

(i) tasty food. 

(ii) traditional music, art and literature. 

(iii) scenic beauty. 

(iv) delicate and precise ways. 

 

(b) In South Indian cuisine, Gandiji‘s favourite was : 

(i) dosa. 

(ii) vada. 

(iii) uttappam. 

(iv) idli. 

 

2 Answer the following questions briefly :  

(a) How does the breeze on Marina Beach affect the body ? 

(b) Why does one never feel dull in Chennai ? 

(c) What is usual for a cultured family in Chennai ? 

(d) What makes Carnatic music charming ? 

(e) What is special about ‗Kathakali‘ ? 

(f) What has ‗Kala Kshetra‘ achieved ? 

 

3 Find words from the passage which are similar in meaning to the following: 

(a) wonder (para 2) 

(b) promote / support (para 3) 

 

2. Read the following passage carefully:  

1. There are two types of diabetes, insulin dependent and non-insulin dependent. 

90-95% of the estimated 13-14 million people in the United States with diabetes 

have non-insulin dependent, or type II diabetes. Because this type of diabetes 

usually begins in adults over the age of 40 and is most common after the age of 55, 

it used to be called adult onset diabetes, its symptoms often develop gradually and 

are hard to identify at first; therefore nearly half of all the people with diabetes do 

not know it. So, someone who has developed Type II diabetes may feel tired or ill 

without knowing why. This can be particularly dangerous because untreated 

diabetes can cause damage to the heart, blood vessels, eyes, kidneys and nerves. 



While the causes, short term effects, and treatments of the two types of diabetes 

differ, both types can cause long term health problems. 

 

2. Most importantly, both types affect the body‘s ability to use digested food for 

energy. Diabetes does not interfere with digestion, but it does prevent the body 

from using an important product of digestion, glucose, for energy. After a meal, the 

normal digestive system breaks some food down into glucose. The blood carries 

the glucose or sugar throughout the body, causing blood glucose levels to rise. In 

response to this, insulin is released into the blood stream and signals the body 

tissues to metabolize or burn the glucose for fuel, which causes blood glucose 

levels to return to normal. The glucose that the body does not use is stored in the 

liver, muscle or fat. 

 

3. In both types of diabetes, the normal function of glands is affected. A gland 

called pancreas makes insulin. In people with insulin-dependent diabetes, the 

pancreas does not produce insulin at all. People with non-insulin dependent 

diabetes usually produce some insulin in their pancreas but their body tissues do 

not metabolize the glucose property, a condition known as insulin resistance. 

 

4. There‘s no cure for diabetes yet. However, there are ways to get relief from its 

symptoms. Foods that are rich in carbohydrates break down into glucose during 

digestion, causing blood glucose to rise. Also studies have shown that cooked 

foods raise blood glucose higher than raw, unpeeled foods. So we should eat such 

uncooked whole grain foods. 

 

1. On the basis of your reading of the above passage, make notes on it using 

headings and sub-headings. Use recognizable abbreviations wherever necessary 

(minimum four).  

2. Write a summary of the passage in not more than 80 words. Supply a suitable 

title to it.  

 

3. Read the passage given below:  

 

1. If one early June morning you are suddenly stopped in your walk by a ringing 

―piu-piu-piu-pee-pee-piu-piu‖ call coming from the trees in your park or garden, 

you will feel your heart suddenly lifted. Look around and you may see two large, 

handsome, black-and-white birds with long coattails chase each other through the 

trees. They are pied cuckoos that have come from Africa, and are said to announce 

the arrival of the greatest show on earth – the Indian monsoon. Be assured, the 

curtain will rise in a month or so. 

 

2. To get a proper view of the onset of the monsoon, you really need to be 

stationed anywhere on the coastline of India or up in the hills. The grand show of 

grey clouds approaches like an airborne army, preceded by cool breezes, filling the 

air with electric charge so that you feel very happy. Spear of lighting flickers in the 

sky and the sound of thunder makes you feel excited. And then, it pours. The 



cracked earth without any green cover sucks down the flood of water-and then 

Mother Nature goes mad. Seeds scattered or buried like grains of sand or pebbles 

in the ground suddenly come to life. Shoots of plants rocket skywards, roots plunge 

into the soft, spongy earth sucking up water and nutrients. It‘s a hint the 

grasshoppers have been waiting for. And bugs, beetles, caterpillars, centipedes, etc. 

emerge in their billions, feasting on the fresh green plants in the fields (to the 

annoyance of many a farmer) as also on each other. 

 

3. There are miracles and there is music too: singing golden frogs appearing in 

large numbers in a rain-filled ditch, taking part in a group song that Bollywood 

would have envied. They vanish the very next day. They‘d been waiting patiently 

all through the blistering summer, deep underground, conserving whatever 

moisture they had soaked up. Fireflies wink through the trees in the hills, sending 

their greenish signals to one another in codes as precise as any we may use for our 

most secret messages. 

 

4. All this is what the birds have been waiting for. Most birds have spent the spring 

and summer courting and now it‘s time to settle down. Baby birds need a lot of 

high protein at frequent intervals, which the rich supply of insect life so happily 

provides: Caterpillars are eaten up in their millions, as are furry moths, earthworms 

slurped down like noodles, spiky dragonflies beaten to bits to soften them up into 

baby food. The long-legged storks and herons – get busy with fishing. As for the 

big guys like lions and tigers in the jungles: they too had it relatively easy during 

the summer when their thirsty prey came to the waterholes. Now, with water easily 

available, in streams and ponds all over, they need to work harder for their meals. 

But yes, this is, perhaps, compensated by the arrival of baby deer – and fawns are 

sweet and soft, not very experienced in the merciless ways of the lions and tigers, 

even if they may seem more like a snack than a main meal. The animals get a rest 

from us, too, as parks and sanctuaries close down, not so much out of kindness as 

because the roads become impassable. 

 

5. And then, just as you are beginning to tire of the green mould on your shoes, 

belts and bags, and of all the sniffles and snuffles that the rains also bring (bacteria 

and viruses also love this season), the clouds begin to disperse and float away in 

large armies. But before this happens, at least once, do go out in the midst of a 

downpour, raise your face to the heavens and dance and sing and celebrate this, the 

greatest show on earth. 

 

1. On the basis of your understanding of the above passage answer each of the 

questions given below by choosing one of the options that follow:  

(a) The winged messengers from Africa: 

(i)  bring rain from Africa 

(ii) bring the message that the rains are coming soon. 

(iii) create a lot of horrible noise. 

(iv) are not welcome. 

 



 

(b) Baby birds benefit from the rains because: 

(i) the mummy bird cannot fly in the rain. 

(ii) they need a lot of noodles. 

(iii) the rain brings a lot of insects which they eat. 

(iv) they like wet nests. 

 

(c) Humans don‘t visit the animals in game sanctuaries during the rainy season 

because: 

(i) humans don‘t like to get wet. 

(ii) the paths to the sanctuaries become waterlogged. 

(iii) baby animals are born in the sanctuaries. 

(iv) humans get bitten during the rainy season. 

 

(d) The green mould that grows on leather comes: 

(i) from the creepy insects that come with the rain. 

(ii) because grass becomes very green during the rainy season. 

(iii) because of the moisture in the air during the rainy season. 

(iv) from fluffy clouds in the sky. 

 

2. Answer the following questions briefly: 

(a) What according to the author is the advantage of staying near the coast? 

(b) How does Mother Nature react to the monsoon rain? 

(c) What do bugs, beetles, caterpillars, etc. do after the rains? 

(d) Why do lions and tigers have to work harder to catch their prey during the rainy 

season ? 

(e) Why are parks and sanctuaries closed during the rains? 

(f) Mention one bad thing that the rainy season brings. 

 

3 Find words from the passage which mean the same as each of the following: 

(i) declare (para 1) 

(ii) disappear (para 3) 

4. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:  

 

1 We sit in the last row, bumped about but free of stares. The bus rolls out of the 

dull crossroads of the city, and we are soon in open countryside, with fields of 

sunflowers as far as the eye can see, their heads all facing us. Where there is no 

water, the land reverts to desert. While still on level ground, we see in the distance 

the tall range of the Mount Bogda, abrupt like a shining prism laid horizontally on 

the desert surface. It is over 5,000 metres high, and the peaks are under permanent 

snow, in powerful contrast to the flat desert all around. Heaven Lake lies part of 

the way up this range, about 2,000 metres above sea-level, at the foot of one of the 

higher snow-peaks. 

 



2 As the bus climbs, the sky, brilliant before, grows overcast. I have brought 

nothing warm to wear: it is all down at the hotel in Urumqi. Rain begins to fall. 

The man behind me is eating overpoweringly smelly goats cheese. The bus 

window leaks inhospitably but reveals a beautiful view. We have passed quickly 

from desert through arable land to pasture, and the ground is now green with grass, 

the slopes dark with pine. A few cattle drink at a clear stream flowing past moss-

covered stones; it is a Constable landscape. The stream changes into a white 

torrent, and as we climb higher I wish more and more that I had brought with me 

something warmer than the pair of shorts that have served me so well in the desert. 

The stream (which, we are told, rises in Heaven Lake) disappears, and we continue 

our slow ascent. About noon, we arrive at Heaven Lake, and look for a place to 

stay at the foot, which is the resort area. We get a room in a small cottage, and I am 

happy to note that there are thick quilts on the beds. 

 

3 Standing outside the cottage we survey our surroundings. Heaven Lake is long, 

sardine-shaped and fed by snowmelt from a stream at its head. The lake is an 

intense blue, surrounded on all sides by green mountain walls, dotted with distant 

sheep. At the head of the lake, beyond the delta of the inflowing stream, is a 

massive snow-capped peak which dominates the vista; it is part of a series of peaks 

that culminate, a little out of view, in Mount Bogda itself. 

 

4 For those who live in the resort, there is a small mess-hall by the shore. We eat 

here sometimes, and sometimes buy food from the vendors outside, who sell kabab 

and naan until the last buses leave. The kababs, cooked on skewers over charcoal 

braziers, are particularly good; highly spiced and well-done. Horse‘s milk is 

available too from the local Kazakh herdsmen, but I decline this. I am so affected 

by the cold that Mr. Cao, the relaxed young man who runs the mess, lends me a 

spare pair of trousers, several sizes too large but more than comfortable. Once I am 

warm again, I feel a pre-dinner spurt of energy dinner will be long in coming  and I 

ask him whether the lake is good for swimming in. 

 

5 Swimming? Mr. Cao says. You aren‘t thinking of swimming, are you? 

 

6 I thought I might, I confess. What‘s the water like? 

 

7 He doesn‘t answer me immediately, turning instead to examine some receipts 

with exaggerated interest. Mr. Cao, with great off-handedness, addresses the air. 

People are often drowned here, he says. After a pause, he continues. When was the 

last one? This question is directed at the cook, who is preparing a tray of mantou 

(squat, white steamed bread rolls), and who now appears, wiping his doughy hand 

across his forehead. Was it the Beijing athlete? Asks Mr. Cao. 

 

1. On the basis of your understanding of the above passage complete the 

statements given below with the help of the options that follow:  

 

(a) One benefit of sitting in the last row of the bus was that 



(i) the narrator enjoyed the bumps. 

(ii) no one stared at him. 

(iii) he could see the sunflowers. 

(iv) he avoided the dullness of the city. 

 

(b) The narrator was travelling to 

(i) Mount Bogda. 

(ii) Heaven Lake. 

(iii) a 2,000-metre high snow-peak. 

(iv) Urumqi. 

 

(c) On reaching the destination the narrator felt relieved because 

(i) he had got away from the desert. 

(ii) a difficult journey had come to an end. 

(iii) he could watch the snow-peak. 

(iv) there were thick quilts on the beds. 

 

(d) Mount Bogda is compared to 

(i) a horizontal desert surface. 

(ii) a shining prism. 

(iii) a Constable landscape. 

(iv) the overcast sky. 

 

Answer the questions given below briefly:  

(e) Which two things in the bus made the narrator feel uncomfortable? 

(f) What made the scene look like a Constable landscape? 

(g) What did he regret as the bus climbed higher? 

(h) Why did the narrator like to buy food from outside? 

(i) What is ironic about the pair of trousers lent by Mr. Cao? 

(j) Why did Mr. Cao not like the narrator to swim in the lake? 

 

(k) Find words from the passage which mean the same as the 

following:  

(i) Sellers (Para 4) 

(ii) Increased (Para 7) 

 

5. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:  

 

1 Thackeray reached Kittur along with a small British army force and a few of his 

officers. He thought that the very presence of the British on the outskirts of Kittur 

would terrorise the rulers and people of Kittur, and that they would lay down their 

arms. He was quite confident that he would be able to crush the revolt in no time. 

He ordered that tents be erected on the eastern side for the fighting forces, and a 

little away on the western slopes tents be put up for the family members of the 

officers who had accompanied them. During the afternoon and evening of 20th 

October, the British soldiers were busy making arrangements for these camps. 



 

2 On the 21st morning, Thackeray sent his political assistants to Kittur fort to 

obtain a written assurance from all the important officers of Kittur rendering them 

answerable for the security of the treasury of Kittur. They, accordingly, met Sardar 

Gurusiddappa and other officers of Kittur and asked them to comply with the 

orders of Thackeray. They did not know that the people were in a defiant mood. 

The commanders of Kittur dismissed the agent‖s orders as no documents could be 

signed without sanction from Rani Chennamma. 

 

3 Thackeray was enraged and sent for the commander of the Horse Artillery, 

which was about 100 strong, and ordered him to rush his artillery into the Fort and 

capture the commanders of the Desai‘s army. When the Horse Artillery stormed 

into the fort, Sardar Gurusiddappa, who had kept his men on full alert, promptly 

commanded his men to repel and chase them away. The Kittur forces made a bold 

front and overpowered the British soldiers. 

 

4 In the meanwhile, the Desai‘s guards had shut the gates of the fort and the British 

Horse Artillery men, being completely overrun and routed, had to get out through 

the escape window. Rani‘s soldiers chased them out of the fort, killing a few of 

them until they retreated to their camps on the outskirts. 

 

5 A few of the British had found refuge in some private residences, while some 

were hiding in their tents. The Kittur soldiers captured about forty persons and 

brought them to the palace. These included twelve children and a few women from 

the British officers‘ camp. When they were brought in the presence of the Rani, 

she ordered the soldiers to be imprisoned. For the women and children she had 

only gentleness, and admonished her soldiers for taking them into custody. At her 

orders, these women and children were taken inside the palace and given food and 

shelter. Rani came down from her throne, patted the children lovingly and told 

them that no harm would come to them. 

 

6 She, then, sent word through a messenger to Thackeray that the British women 

and children were safe and could be taken back any time. Seeing this noble gesture 

of the Rani, he was moved. He wanted to meet this gracious lady and talk to her. 

He even thought of trying to persuade her to enter into an agreement with the 

British to stop all hostilities in lieu of an inam (prize) of eleven villages. His offer 

was dismissed with a gesture of contempt. She had no wish to meet Thackeray. 

That night she called Sardar Gurusiddappa and other leading Sardars, and after 

discussing all the issues came to the conclusion that there was no point in meeting 

Thackeray who had come with an army to threaten Kittur into submission to 

British sovereignty. 

 

1. On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, complete the 

statements given below with the help of the options that follow:  

 

 



(a) Thackeray was a/an 

(i) British tourist. 

(ii) army officer. 

(iii) advisor to the Rani of Kittur. 

(iv) treasury officer. 

 

(b) British women and children came to Kittur to 

(i) visit Kittur. 

(ii) enjoy life in tents. 

(iii) stay in the palace. 

(iv) give company to the army officers. 

 

Answer the following questions briefly:  

(c) Why did Thackeray come to Kittur? 

(d) Why did Kittur officials refuse to give the desired assurance to Thackeray? 

(e) What happened to the Horse Artillery? 

(f) How do we know that the Rani was a noble soul? 

(g) How, in your opinion, would the British women have felt after meeting the   

Rani? 

(h) Why did the Rani refuse to meet Thackeray? 

 

(i) Find words from the passage which mean the same as the following:  

(i) aggressive/refusing to obey (Para 2) 

(ii) entered forcibly (Para 3) 

 

6. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

The most alarming of man‘s assaults upon the environment is the contamination of 

air, earth, rivers and sea with lethal materials. This pollution is for the most part 

irrevocable; the chain of evil it initiates is for the most part irreversible. In this 

contamination of the environment, chemicals are the sinister partners of radiation 

in changing the very nature of the world; radiation released through nuclear 

explosions into the air, comes to the earth in rain, lodges into the soil, enters the 

grass or corn, or wheat grown there and reaches the bones of a human being, there 

to remain until his death. Similarly, chemicals sprayed on crops lie long in soil, 

entering living organisms, passing from one to another in a chain of poisoning and 

death. Or they pass by underground streams until they emerge and combine into 

new forms that kill vegetation, sicken cattle, and harm those who drink from once 

pure wells. It took hundreds of millions of years to produce the life that now 

inhabits the earth and reach a state of adjustment and balance with its 

surroundings. The environment contains elements that are hostile as well as 

supporting. Even within the light of the sun, there are short-wave radiations with 

power to injure. Given time, life has adjusted and a balance reached. For time is 

the essential ingredient, but in the modern world there is no time. The rapidity of 

change and the speed with which new situations are created follow the heedless 

pace of man rather than the deliberate pace of nature. Radiation is no longer the 

bombardment of cosmic rays; it is now the unnatural creation of man‘s tampering 



with the atom. The chemicals to which life is asked to make adjustments are no 

longer merely calcium and silica and copper and all the rest of the minerals washed 

out of the rocks and carried in the rivers to the sea; they are the synthetic creations 

of man’s inventive mind, brewed in his laboratories, and having no counterparts in 

nature. 

 

(a) On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, make notes on it 

using headings and sub-headings. Use recognisable abbreviations (wherever 

necessary — minimum four) and a format you consider suitable.  

 

(b) Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words.  

 

7. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

 

1 Respect of others is a critical measure of the significance of your own life. Have 

you noticed that as people grow older, how important being respected becomes to 

them ? As life plays itself out and the end seems near, the only things that seem 

important are love and a healthy regard by those who matter to us. Respect is a 

measure of a life well spent, a life that was useful to others. 

 

2 Men had it easy in earlier times. Regardless of his position outside, a man was 

the king in his own house, with wife and children pandering to every wish, 

tiptoeing around him and creating a respectable aura for him. Remember how 

Grandma treated Grandpa? Or,  how  our parents barely spoke with their own Dads 

out of a respectful fear and a distant regard ? Grandma made sure to create a 

respectful aura around the man of the house, and he reveled in that feeling of 

regard. 

 

3 Such respectful pandering creates an aura around a person, which forces others to 

look at him in a new light, a rub-off from the regard of others; those men earned 

that respect merely by being the providers and protectors. As roles diffused, the 

man’s aura diminished and he came to be treated less God-like. Now he had to earn 

that respect by other means. Some accepted this more easily than others. 

 

4 Respect does have a ripple effect. You tend to respect those who are respected by 

others. And so, it becomes important to be respected by those immediately around 

you. Certainly there is a regard you gain by sheer dint of your position or your 

relationship with someone. But far more precious is the regard you earn through 

who you are, how you conduct yourself, and how you interact with others. 

 

5 The first step towards gaining respect of others is to be able to respect your own 

self. The confidence and aura that a healthy self-respect gives is unmatchable. It 

serves as a magnet that attracts the regard of others. In order to respect yourself, 

you have to live and conduct life on your own terms, in a sincere and honest 

fashion. Understand what you value most, and then live by your values. Curiously, 

self-respect increases further when you see others respecting you for your qualities 



or contributions. And so, it becomes a golden circle: self-respect arouses respect in 

others, which further enhances self-respect! 

 

6 The second step is to respect others. When you do that, you attract respect back. 

Respecting another means to treat all as equals, make time for them, and appreciate 

them. It means lending an ear and letting them know they are important to you. 

Inculcate the belief that in some way everyone is better than you at something or 

the other. This nurtures humility, which is an attractive, respected quality. 

 

7 Living by your values ensure that you are consistent and dependable. People 

appreciate dependability. It is a virtue that earns you a reputation like nothing else. 

So, always keep your word and do what you promise if you wish to earn people’s 

respect. Say what you mean and do what you say. 

 

8 Sticking to the truth no matter what the provocation or outcome is a laudable 

quality that earns you high regard from all. Always doing what is right earns you 

lasting respect. Don’t just do what is expected of you — everyone does that 

anyway. Step up to participate in causes you believe in, and to speak up for what is 

right. 

 

9 Respect is the outcome of integrity and generosity of spirit in personal as well as 

public life. Both are important. One at the cost of the other exposes your 

underbelly and leads to loss of reputation. Inculcating a passion and pursuing 

excellence in public life, and ensuring a good character in personal life, are the 

keys to earning respect all round. It is when you are above reproach in both that 

you gain lasting respect and even an iconic status. 

 

1. Answer the following questions very briefly:  

(a) What becomes important when the end seems near? 

(b) What role did Grandmas play in making men feel important? 

(c) What was the basis on which they were respected? 

(d) What was the outcome of roles being diffused? 

(e) Which kind of regard is considered most precious? 

(f) What role does self-respect play in life? 

 

1.2 Choose the meaning of the words / phrases given below from the options that 

follow :  

(a) Lending an ear (Para 6) 

(i) be willing to listen 

(ii) hard of hearing 

(iii) lending money 

(iv) asking for an ear 

 

(b) Inculcate (Para 6) 

(i) imbibe 

(ii) develop 



(iii) include 

(iv) calculate 

 

(c) Laudable (Para 8) 

(i) loud 

(ii) lovable 

(iii) appreciable 

(iv) with ability 

 

(d) Diffused (Para 3) 

(i) different 

(ii) used 

(iii) differ 

(iv) become blurred 

 
8. Read the passage given below carefully and answer the questions that follow:  

 

1 Amongst all the mass media today, television attracts the largest number of 

viewers. Its audience is greater in size than any of the other media audiences. This 

is because television is able to attract the audiences of all age groups, literate and 

illiterate, and of all the strata of the society. Even today, though commercials have 

entered television in a big way, its basic purpose has not changed. It continues to 

perform its function of national integration and development. There is no doubt 

about the fact that technology has given us a major tool in the form of television. It 

is a very powerful persuasive mass communication medium. How and why we 

make use of this tool will determine the effectiveness of this tool to enhance the 

development process. 

 

2 Television in India, through its programmes presents a composite national 

picture and perspective of India’s rich cultural heritage and diverse thinking. They 

represent various religious and cultural expressions and activities of people, 

belonging to different parts of India; thus it reflects the Indian society. Television 

has been able to influence the people living in remote areas of our country as its 

outreach has covered the remotest villages  and  tribal  pockets. It  is ushering in an 

information explosion. The growth in television, both in technology and reach, in 

the last three decades has been phenomenal. It was basically conceived as a mass 

medium and a mass educator for its large population scattered in remote and 

culturally diverse areas. It is supposed to disseminate the message of development 

and modernization to create awareness for generating public participation. It is 

expected to support government plans and programmes for bringing about social 

and economic change and to protect national security as well as advance the cause 

of national integration. It has the capability to reach simultaneously millions and 

millions of our people. Since it can transmit not only words but pictures as well, 

the significance of television as a medium of mass communication has universally 

been realized and recognised. In a country like India, where population and 

illiteracy are the burning problems, electronic media provides tremendous reach for 



disseminating audio-visual information even in remote areas. As far as educational 

messages to the masses are concerned, television can be the most powerful 

educational medium because it combines speaking, writing and showing. You not 

only talk to the masses at one time but you show them what you mean. Thus, 

television presents a massive demonstration to thousands of viewers at the same 

time. The small screen has indeed turned out to be large enough to compress, 

within itself, India’s tremendous cultural diversity over a rather broad social 

spectrum. Television has become part of our popular culture — part of our life 

itself. 

 

(a) On the basis of your reading of the above passage, make notes on it, using 

headings and sub-headings. Also use recognizable abbreviations, wherever 

necessary. Supply an appropriate title to it. 

 

(b) Write a summary of the above passage in about 80 words. 

 

9. Read the passage given below and then answer the questions which follow:  

 

1 In spite of all the honours that we heaped upon him, Pasteur, as has been said, 

remained simple at heart. Perhaps the imagery of his boyhood days, when he drew 

the familiar scenes of his birthplace, and the longing to be a great artist, never 

wholly left him. In truth he did become a great artist, though after his sixteenth 

year he abandoned the brush for ever. Like every artist of worth, he put his whole 

soul and energy into his work, and it was this very energy that in the end wore him 

out. For to him, each sufferer was something more than just a case that was to be 

cured. He looked upon the fight against hydrophobia as a battle, and he was 

absorbed in his determination to win. The sight of injured children, particularly, 

moved him to an indescribable extent. He suffered with his patients, and yet he 

would not deny himself a share in that suffering. His greatest grief was when sheer 

physical exhaustion made him give up his active work. He retired to the estate at  

Villeneuve Etang, where he had his kennels for the study of rabies, and there he 

passed his last summer, as his great biographer, Vallery Radot, has said, 

―practicing the Gospel virtues.‖ 

 

2 ―He revered the faith of his fathers, ―says the same writer, ―and wished without 

ostentation or mystery to receive its aid during his last period.‖ 

 

3 The attitude of this man to the science he had done so much to perfect can be 

best summed up in a sentence that he is reputed once to have uttered, concerning 

the materialism of many of his contemporaries in similar branches of learning to 

his own: ―The more I contemplate the mysteries of Nature, the more my faith 

becomes like that of a peasant.‖ 

 

 



4 But even then in retirement he loved to see his former pupils, and it was then he 

would reiterate his life principles: ―Work, ―he would say, ―never cease to work.‖So 

well had he kept this precept that he began rapidly to sink from exhaustion. 5 

Finally on September 27, 1895, when someone leant over his bed to offer him a 

cup of milk, he said sadly: ―I cannot, ―and with a look of perfect resignation and 

peace, seemed to fall asleep. He never again opened his eyes to the cares and 

sufferings of a world, which he had done so much to relieve and to conquer. He 

was within three months of his seventy-third birthday. 

 

6 Thus passed, as simply as a child, the man whom the French people were to vote 

at a plebiscite as the greatest man that France had ever produced. Napoleon, who 

has always been considered the idol of France, was placed fifth. 

 

7 No greater tribute could have been paid to Louis Pasteur, the tanner‘s son, the 

scientist, the man of peace, the patient worker for humanity. 

 

1. Answer the following questions: 

a. Even accolades and honours did not change the simple man that Pasteur was.   

    Why?  

b. How did Pasteur view those who suffered from diseases?  

c. How did Pasteur engage himself in the estate?  

d. What advice did he always give to his pupils?  

e. How did France, the country of his birth, honour this great scientist?  

 

2. Find the words from the passage which mean the same as:  

a. To give up (para 1) 

b. People belonging to the same period (para 3) 

c. Vote by the people of the country to decide a matter of national importance  

    (para6) 

 

10. Read the passage given below:  

 

Residents of the Bhirung Raut Ki Gali, where Ustad Bishmillah Khan was born on 

March 21, 1916, were in shock. His cousin, 94-year -old Mohd Idrish Khan had 

tears in his eyes. Shubhan Khan, the care-taker of Bismillah‘s land, recalled : 

“Whenever in Dumaraon, he would give rupees two to the boys and rupees five to 

the girls of the locality”. He was very keen to play shehnai again in the local 

Bihariji‘s Temple where he had started playing shehnai with his father, Bachai 

Khan, at the age of six. His original name was Quamaruddin and became 

Bishmillah only after he became famous as a shehnai player in Varanasi. His father 

Bachai Khan was the official shehnai player of Keshav Prasad Singh, the Maharaja 

of the erstwhile Dumaraon estate, Bismillah used to accompany him. For 

Bishmillah Khan, the connection to music began at a very early age. By his teens, 

he had already become a master of the shehnai. On the day India gained freedom, 

Bismillah Khan, then a sprightly 31 year-old, had the rare honour of playing from 

Red Fort. But Bishmillah Khan won‘t just be remembered for elevating the shehnai 



from an instrument heard only in weddings and naubatkhanas to one that was 

appreciated in concert halls across the world. His life was a testimony to the 

plurality that is India. A practicing Muslim, he would take a daily dip in the Ganga 

in his younger days after a bout of kusti in Benia Baga Akhada. Every morning, 

Bishmillah Khan would do riyaaz at the Balaji temple on the banks of the river. 

Even during his final hours in a Varanasi hospital, music didn‘t desert Bishmillah 

Khan. A few hours before he passed away early on Monday, the shehnai wizard 

hummed a thumri to show that he was feeling better. This was typical of a man for 

whom life revolved around music. Throughout his life he abided by the principle 

that all religions are one. What marked Bishmillah Khan was his simplicity and 

disregard for the riches that come with musical fame. Till the very end, he used a 

cycle rickshaw to travel around Varanasi. But the pressure of providing for some 

60 family members took its toll 

during his later years. 

 

1. On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes using headings 

and sub-headings. Use recognizable abbreviations where necessary. 

2. Make a summary of the above passage in not more than 80 words using the 

notes made and also suggest a suitable title. 

 

11.  Read the following passage carefully and answer the question that follows:  

 

1. The titanic, in its watery grave, is a great museum of human history and is at risk 

of being lost forever because of curious voyagers and treasure hunters, fears Bob 

Ballard, who first discovered the remains of the iconic ship in 1985. Famous for 

discovering the great ship, Ballard is a former US Navy Officer and a professor of 

oceanography.  

2. ―Titanic is a museum of human history without door and guard. I am deeply 

concerned about not only the Titanic but all the ancient history that is now at risk. 

If we cannot save this iconic ship, then there is very little hope we can save ancient 

ships. The world should realize that you don‘t have to go down and take everything 

and you do not have to do a treasure hunt. This is a common heritage of all of us 

and if we really want to take steps to preserve human history in the ocean, we need 

to start with Titanic,‖ Ballard said in a telephonic interview from London.  

3. Ballard, as part of a tie-up, is presenting a documentary called ―Save the 

Titanic‖ on the 100th anniversary of the sinking of the great ship – April 15, 1912. 

The ship and her fate continue to fascinate, largely because of the horror that took 

place that night, with 1,522 passengers and crew losing their lives.  

4. Ballard says that despite being on the ocean floor for 100 years, the ship is full 

of human footprints. ―You will find pairs of shoes everywhere. The sea and the life 

below has claimed everything but they do not know what to do with shoes so you 

will find a pair of mother‘s shoes next to her little daughter and that‘s their 

gravestone. At her wreckage, we almost felt that we were surrounded by the 

lifeboats of all the people that were in the water at that spot‖.  

 



5. Ballard says that the fate of Titanic continues to fascinate so many years after it 

sank because it is ―irony personified in history‖. ―The story has all the ingredients 

to make it timelessly fascinating. You have this revolutionary ship that‘s 

unsinkable, and carrying a cross section of people in society. And then, it goes and 

hits an iceberg and sinks on its maiden journey. It‘s an irony personified in 

history‖.  

6. Talking about his discovery, which came after great research and 75 years later, 

Ballard, says it was a somber moment went they first spotted the boiler o the 

Titanic. ―In the 90s, advanced technology gave us double diving capabilities in the 

Atlantic Ocean. I knew that the Titanic was sitting at almost 12,000 feet. What led 

me to her discovery was a simple technique that I followed. We decided to look for 

the debris trail instead of the ship‖.  

7. Ballard says the ship, if preserved well and not subjected to constant submarine 

journeys, will last for a long time on the Atlantic floor. ―The deep sea, because of 

its darkness, its cold temperatures and its great pressure, creates a high state of 

preservation. With a little caution, we can protect the Titanic for future generations 

to visit.‖  

8. Ballard has also connected to the people of Belfast, who refused to talk about the 

tragedy ―The ship‘s construction took place at Belfast. After the tragedy, families 

of the workers refused to talk about it because of the shame and sadness in the loss 

of life involved‖.  

 

1.  On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions by 

choosing the best of the given choices:- 

(a) The Titanic sank on 

(i) its 100th anniversary 

(ii) 15th April 1912  

(iii) an iconic voyage in 1985  

(iv) leaving the port of Belfast  

 

(b) The Titanic continues to attract attention because  

(i) it is irony personified in history  

(ii) its advanced technology gave double diving technologies  

(iii) it is a treasure hunt 

(iv) it is a common need 

 

(c) Ballard‘s documentary on the Titanic is titled 

(i) a museum of human history  

(ii)the titanic  

(iii) save the Titanic  

(iv) 75 years later  

 

(d) Bob Ballard is a  

(i) Former US Navy Officer  

(ii) A professor of oceanography  

(iii) Both (i) and (ii)  



(iv) None of the above  

 

2.  Answer the following question briefly:- 

(a) What happened on April 15,1912?  

(b) Who is Bob Ballard and what did he discover? 

(c) Why does Bob Ballard call it a museum of human history?  

(d) Why did the people of Belfast refuse to talk about Titanic? 

(e) What did Ballard do as part of the 100th anniversary of the sinking of the 

Titanic?  

(f) Explain ―it is irony personified.‖  

 

3.  Find the words from the passage which mean the same as:- 

(a) first of its kind (para 5)  

(b) very solemn or serious (para 6) 

 

12. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

 

Residents of the Bhirung Raut Ki Gali, where Ustad Bishmillah Khan was born on 

March 21, 1916, were in shock. His cousin, 94-year -old Mohd Idrish Khan had 

tears in his eyes. Shubhan Khan, the care-taker of Bismillah‘s land, recalled : 

―Whenever in Dumaraon, he would give rupees two to the boys and rupees five to 

the girls of the locality‖. He was very keen to play shehnai again in the local 

Bihariji‘s Temple where he had started playing shehnai with his father, Bachai 

Khan, at the age of six. His original name was Quamaruddin and became 

Bishmillah only after he became famous as a shehnai player in Varanasi. His father 

Bachai Khan was the official shehnai player of Keshav Prasad Singh, the Maharaja 

of the erstwhile Dumaraon estate, Bismillah used to accompany him. For 

Bishmillah Khan, the connection to music began at a very early age. By his teens, 

he had already become a master of the shehnai. On the day India gained freedom, 

Bismillah Khan, then a sprightly 31 year-old, had the rare honour of playing from 

Red Fort. But Bishmillah Khan won‘t just be remembered for elevating the shehnai 

from an instrument heard only in weddings and naubatkhanas to one that was 

appreciated in concert halls across the world. His life was a testimony to the 

plurality that is India. A practicing Muslim, he would take a daily dip in the Ganga 

in his younger days after a bout of kusti in Benia Baga Akhada. Every morning, 

Bishmillah Khan would do riyaaz at the Balaji temple on the banks of the river. 

Even during his final hours in a Varanasi hospital, music didn‘t desert Bishmillah 

Khan. A few hours before he passed away early on Monday, the shehnai wizard 

hummed a thumri to show that he was feeling better. This was typical of a man for 

whom life revolved around music. Throughout his life he abided by the principle 

that all religions are one. What marked Bishmillah Khan was his simplicity and 

disregard for the riches that come with musical fame. Till the very end, he used a 

cycle rickshaw to travel around Varanasi. But the pressure of providing for some 

60 family members took its toll during his later years. 

 



1. On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes using headings 

and sub-headings. Use recognizable abbreviations where necessary.  

2. Make a summary of the above passage in not more than 80 words using the 

notes made and also suggest a suitable title.  

 

13. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given at the 

end:-  

1. Parsons and Markwardt are the two characters of the story. They are both blind, 

but that is where the resemblance ends. Parsons is introduced to us as a gentleman, 

a person who is successful in life as he has made it his business to take his 

handicap as something which is unavoidable and does not allow it to stand in his 

way. Parsons is grateful that he has been given the gift of life and is an insurance 

agent whereas earlier he had been nothing more than a skilled labourer.  

 

2. On the other hand there is Markwardt, who uses his blindness to gain sympathy 

from all whom he meets and he turns into a common beggar. Fate brings the two 

men together. Markwardt attempts to sell Parsons a cigarette lighter and on being 

questioned about the cause of his blindness, he tells Parsons an all too familiar tale. 

 

3. Markwardt relates the story of an incident which had taken place fourteen years 

earlier, a chemical explosion at C shop at the Westbury plant. In this explosion a 

hundred and eight people had been killed and two hundred injured. According to 

Markwardt he was one of those who had been crawling to safety when another 

man had climbed on top of him, hauled him back, trampled him and got out. At 

this point of the story. Parsons tells him that the story is true, except for one detail 

– Parsons had been the one who had been trampled upon by Markwardt.  

 

4.We now realize the difference between the two men. It is a fact that both are 

blind, but it is only Markwardt who does not see and has no eyes. Parsons sees the 

beauty in life and thanks God for giving him life. He celebrates the fact that he is 

alive and makes use of the faculties he still has. Markwardt is truly blind, wrapped 

up in his disability, and self pity, so plagued by his guilt that perhaps he has 

rationalized the fact that he is the one to blame for another‘s handicap or perhaps 

death. It appears as though he actually believes what he is saying. The story has a 

message for the reader, a message that tells us to look at life positively and make 

the most of all God‘s blessings.  

 

1. On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions by 

choosing the best of the given choices:- 

a) What was Markwardt‘s opinion towards his life: 

(i) guilty  

(ii) self-pity  

(iii) both (i) and (ii) 

 

 

 



 b) _____________blames another for his handicap  

(i) Parsons  

(ii) Markwardt  

(iii) beggar  

c) What is Parsons‘ opinion towards his life?  

(i) guilty  

(ii) thankful  

(iii) self-pity  

(iv) none  

d) What is the message of the passage?  

(i) look at life positively  

(ii) make the most of all God‘s blessings 

(iii) Both (i) and (ii)  

(iv) None of the above  

 
2 Answer the following questions briefly:  

1) Who was the blind beggar who met Mr. Parsons? Describe him  

2) Why is it said that Mr. Parsons was glad to be alive?  

3) How had Markwardt got blind?  

4) What was the flaw in Markwardt‘s story?  

5) Who was the man who had no eyes? Give reason for your answer.  

6) How does Parsons see life?  

 

3. Find the words from the passage which mean the same as:  

a) Compulsory (para 1)  

b) Crushed under feet (para 3)  

 

14. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given at the 

end.  

1. Stress is a disease of modern times. It afflicts people regardless of their situation 

in life. Stress is present in the lives of the rich and poor, literature and illiterate, 

men and women. Stress is, however, more evident and is probably more 

widespread in technologically advanced countries, and is common among higher 

qualified professionals.  

 

2. Stress is of various kinds physical emotional and intellectual and it is 

characterized by a feeling of being burned: of being unable to cope. At a physical 

level modern technology and facilities have actually increased workloads and 

decreased relaxation. Mobile phones and laptops have made it easy to carry the 

office to the home.  

 

3. Emotional stress increases when there is disharmony and friction in 

relationships. Unfortunately the trend today is to take the easy way out – people 

prefer to break away from relationships rather than repair them.  

 



4. The answer to stress can be found in the very letters of the word, stress, ‗S‘ 

stands for strength : physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual. Physical and 

emotional weakness leads to irritability. A strong healthy body developed through 

proper diet, exercise and pranayama techniques helps reduce stress at the physical 

level. Love compassion and friendship are valuable strength gives that help us cope 

with stress.  

 

5. The scriptures say that knowledge of the self cannot be gained without inner 

strength. Rabindranath Tagore, in a poem, prays to the Lord not to remove all 

obstacles, but instead , he asks for strength to bear them. Before the start of the 

Mahabharata war Arjun was seized with a bout of emotional weakness and he 

refused to fight the war. Lord Krishna rescued him by giving him emotional 

strength.  

 

6. ―T‖ stands for traffic control. We need to regulate and control our thoughts. We 

can cope with stress best if our thoughts are orderly and methodical. Unnecessary 

accumulation leads to clogging of the mind. The key lies in being able to love one 

moment at a time. Eat while eating work while working, and leave the home at 

home and the office I the office. Remember, however, long we have to travel we 

can only take one step at a time. Worrying only reduces efficiency and then even 

simple tasks cannot be completed correctly and in time.  

 

7. ‗R‘ is for redesign. We tend to view life and ourselves through our own 

philosophy. A readjustment or reorientation in this philosophy will enhance our 

capacity to bear heavier loads.  

 

8. ―E‖ stands for erase: the ego. Anger, fear and jealousy are negative emotions 

that reduce efficiency, leading to mental weakness, causing stress. Too much 

emphasis on the ego increases stress Abrogation of doer-ship can help us to de-

stress. Sri Rama asked Sri Hanuman how he was able to cause so much havoc in 

Lanka and yet return unscathed . Hanuman disclaimed all responsibility. He said, 

―I did not do it, you did it through me‖. There is a higher power or strength 

working through us.‖  

 

9. ‗S‘ stands for sharing: share your wealth, knowledge, workload or anything else 

you have. By and large people do not know how to share or delegate. The last but 

most important is the ‗S‘ which stands for surrender to the Lord. Free your mind 

from the weight of worries and become an instrument, adopting an attitude of 

service.  

1. Answer the following questions briefly:  

1) How has the stress become a universal disease?  

2) Name the various kind of stress?  

3) What is responsible for physical stress?  

4) When does ―emotional stress‖ increase?  

5) How can one develop ‗increase strength‘?  

6) What does the word ‗stress‘ stand for?  



 

2. On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions by 

choosing the best of the given choices. 

 

1) We need not regulate and control our thought by  

a) if our thought are orderly and methodical  

b) if our thoughts are clogged  

c) if we go on worrying  

d) if we take up many jobs at one time  

 

2) Erasing the ego can be achieved through:  

a) if we control our negative emotion-anger, fear, jealousy  

b) if we keep the feeling of doer-ship 

c) if we claim the responsibility  

d) the help of things causing stress and mental weakness  

 

3. Find words from the passage, which have similar meanings as the following 

words . 

a) Holy books (para5)  

b) Collection (para 6) 

 



15. Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:                       

It is worth saying something about the social position of beggars, for when one has 

consorted with them, and found that they are ordinary human beings, one cannot 

help being struck by the curious attitude that society takes towards them. People 

seem to feel that there is some essential difference between beggars and ordinary 

"working" men. They are a race apart--outcasts, like criminals and prostitutes. 

Working men "work," beggars do not "work"; they are parasites, worthless in their 

very nature. It is taken for granted that a beggar does not "earn" his living, as a 

bricklayer or a literary critic "earns" his. He is a mere social excrescence, tolerated 

because we live in a humane age, but essentially despicable. Yet if one looks 

closely one sees that there is no essential difference between a beggar's livelihood 

and that of numberless respectable people. Beggars do not work, it is said; but, 

then, what is work? An accountant works by adding up figures. A beggar works by 

standing out of doors in all weathers and getting varicose veins, chronic bronchitis, 

etc. It is a trade like any other; quite useless, of course--but, then, many reputable 

trades are quite useless. And as a social type a beggar compares well with scores of 

others. He is honest compared with the sellers of most patent medicines, high-

minded compared with a Sunday newspaper proprietor, amiable compared with a 

hire-purchase tout--in short, a parasite, but a fairly harmless parasite. He seldom 

extracts more than a bare living from the community, and, what should justify him 

according to our ethical ideas, he pays for it over and over in suffering. I do not 

think there is anything about a beggar that sets him in a different class from other 

people, or gives most modern men the right to despise him. Then the question 

arises, Why are beggars despised?--for they are despised, universally. I believe it is 

for the simple reason that they fail to earn a decent living. In practice nobody cares 

whether work is useful or useless, productive or parasitic; the sole thing demanded 

is that it shall be profitable. In all the modem talk about energy, efficiency, social 

service and the rest of it, what meaning is there except "Get money, get it legally, 

and get a lot of it"? Money has become the grand test of virtue. By this test beggars 

fail, and for this they are despised. If one could earn even ten pounds a week at 

begging, it would become a respectable profession immediately. A beggar, looked 

at realistically, is simply a businessman, getting his living, like other businessmen, 

in the way that comes to hand. He has not, more than most modern people, sold his 

honor; he has merely made the mistake of choosing a trade at which it is 

impossible to grow rich.  

 

1. On the basis of your reading of the passage make notes on it, uses recognizable 

abbreviations wherever necessary. Use a suitable format. Supply an appropriate 

title.  

2. Write a summary of the passage in not more than 80 words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



16.  Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:  

   

1. The children probably don't know, or they don't care, the hugely popular WWF 

wrestling matches are actually all staged acts. The Hulks, the Undertaker or 

whatever else they are called-never really punch or kick as hard as they might 

appear doing on the show. It's all a show, a thrilling show. 

 

2. So, you can't really blame children for getting hooked. But does that necessarily 

mean the show is entirely responsible for beating 12-year-old Subin Kumar got 

from his WWF inspired friends? Can viewing or watching violence on TV actually 

promote aggressive behaviour in children? 

 

3. Media experts and social scientists have been wrestling with this question for 

decades and thousands of studies have been done on it. And most of them reached 

the same conclusion that media violence is responsible for aggressive behavior in 

children. 

 

4. Research has found that the more violence children watch on television, the 

more likely they may act in aggressive ways towards others. Also, they become 

less sensitive to others pain and are less likely to help a victim of violence. 

 

5. A study of violence on Indian television and its impact on children 

commissioned by UNESCO accused the idiot box of "bombarding young minds 

with all kinds of violent images, cutting across channels, programmes and viewing 

times." 

 

6. Not only studies, but also incidents go to prove that children who watch violent 

episodes show increased likelihood of behaving aggressively. 

 

7. There have been reports from all over the country of children hurting themselves 

while trying to ape the superman feats of Shaktiman, the superhero of Indian TV. 

Then there was the six-year-old child of Lucknow who leapt off the balcony of his 

second floor flat trying to imitate a bungee jumping drop shown in a soft drinks 

commercial. 

 

8. There's no doubt that media is a powerful teacher and contributes greatly to the 

way we act and behave. In some cases like these, the effects are immediate and in 

others there is a "sleeper effect", where the results show up much later. 

 

9. Experts say it's incorrect to blame the media squarely. How would you explain 

the aggressive behavior of a child who has never been exposed to television or any 

other media? So, while there is mounting evidence to link media violence and 

actual violence, most of it does not prove a direct cause-and-effect relationship, 

because no one so far has been able to prove why and how TV affects some people 

and not the others. "We also have to take into account individual differences and 

vulnerabilities as human behaviour is result of many factors," points out Dr. 



Vasantha R. Patri, a counsellor, adding, "Violence viewing is only one of the 

myriad influences on a growing child." 

 

10. Patri says there exists a population of risk individuals whose anger, aggression 

and antisocial tendencies are already quite high for whatever reason. Other factors 

like individual predisposition of the child, parental attitudes and reaction to 

aggression are probably equally important. In fact, she says that in most cases 

media is only the fourth most important influence in child's life-with parents, 

teachers and peers being the first three. 

 

11. Patri points out that the growing "here-and-now" culture in which kids are 

getting used to immediate gratification is leading to an intolerant society on the 

whole. "Children are not taught how to handle failure and conflict," she says. "As a 

result, they resort to aggression." 

 

12. But media critics refuse to buy it. They insist the content of media needs to be 

monitored and care be taken to reduce violence if not remove it. But even if all the 

gore and violence is completely removed from the media, will it make a significant 

difference in aggressive behavior of children? And then how do you justify the 

facts that studies have shown that viewing violence on TV also provides an 

opportunity to discharge the pent-up, aggressive feelings of anger, hostility and 

frustration. 

 

13. "The problem is not with the media, but the lack of media education," points 

out Patri. "No one teaches the children how to assess the reality status of TV 

programmes." Good parenting, she says, is perhaps the greatest defence against the 

negative effects of violent images on TV. 

 

14. Experts say it's time that parents and teachers took a long, hard look at 

themselves in the mirror. Say's Patri, "Most parents treat TV as a baby-sitter when 

it suits them. And when something goes wrong, they turn around and blame TV for 

it!" 

 

1. Choose the most appropriate option: 

(a) Violent behaviour is the outcome of……………. 

(i)   Lack of media awareness 

(ii)  Lack of sensitivity 

(iii) Increase in population 

(iv) imperfection 

 

(b) Children fail to understand that the stunts shown on the screen are………… 

(i)   Real 

(ii)  Fake 

(iii) Manipulated 

(iv) None of the above 

 



(c) Parents consider TV a ………………. 

(i)   Babysitter 

(ii)  Problem 

(iii) Boon 

(iv) None of the above 

 

(d) Aggressive behavior in children can be best handled by………………. 

(i)  Teachers 

(ii)  Parents 

(iii) Both teachers and parents 

(iv) Children themselves 

 

2. Answer the following questions briefly: 

(a) Does violence on TV promote children's aggressive behavior? What is the 

opinion of media experts and social scientists? 

(b) What two points have emerged from research on media violence? 

(c) What two incidents are cited to prove the aggressive behavior of children as an 

outcome of watching violence on TV? 

(d) What factors other than violence viewing are important for causing 

aggressiveness in child? 

(e) How, do you think can the problem be solved? 

(f) How are children becoming impatient? 

 

3. Find words in the passage similar in meaning as: 

(a) Exciting (Para 1) 

(b) An extremely large number of something (Para 9) 

 

17.  Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:  

 

1. Among the natural resources which can be called upon in national plans for 

development, possibly the most important is human labour. Since the English 

language suffers from a certain weakness in its ability to describe groups 

composed of both male and female members, this is usually described as 

"manpower". 

2. Without a productive labour force, including effective leadership and intelligent 

middle management, no amount of foreign assistance or of natural wealth can 

ensure successful development and modernization. 

3. The manpower for development during the next quarter century will come from 

the world's present population of infants, children and adolescents. But we are not 

sure that they will be equal to task. Will they have the health, the education, the 

skills, the socio-cultural attitudes essential for the responsibilities of development? 

4. For far too many of them the answer is no. The reason is basic. A child's most 

critical years, with regard to physical, intellectual, social, and emotional 

development, are those before he reaches five years of age. During those critical 

formative years he is cared for almost exclusively by his mother and in many parts 

of the world the mother may not have the capacity to raise a superior child. She is 



incapable of doing so by reason of her own poor health, her ignorance and her lack 

of status and recognition of social and legal rights, of economic party of  

independence. One essential factor has been overlooked and ignored. The forgotten 

factor is the role of women. Development will be handicapped as long as women 

remain second class citizen, uneducated without any voice in family or community, 

decisions without legal or economic status, married when they are still practically 

children, and henceforth producing one baby after another, often to see half of 

them die before they are of school age. 

5. We can enhance development by improving 'women power', by giving women 

the opportunity to develop themselves. Statistics show that the average family size 

increases in inverse ratio to the mother's years of education- is lowest among 

college graduates, highest among those with only primary school training, or no 

education. Malnutrition is most frequent in large families, and increases in 

frequency with each additional sibling. The principle seems established that an 

educated mother has healthier and more intelligent children, and that is related to 

the fact that she has fewer children. The tendency of educated, upper class mothers 

to have fewer children operates even without access to contraceptive services. 

6. The educational level of women is significant also because it has a direct 

influence upon their chances of employment, and the number of employed women 

in country's total labour force has a direct bearing on both the gross national 

product and disposable income of the individual family. Disposable income, 

especially in the hands of women, influences food purchasing and therefore the 

nutritional status of the family. The fact that the additional income derives from the 

paid employment of women provides a logical incentive to restrict the size of the 

family. 

1. Choose the most appropriate option: 

(a) Among the natural resources which can be called upon in national plans for 

development…………….. 

(i)   The most important is certainly human labour. 

(ii)  The most important is possibly human labour. 

(iii) The least developed is certainly human labour. 

(iv) The least developed is undoubtedly human labour. 

 

(b) Without a productive labour force, including effective leadership and intelligent 

middle management…………….. 

(i)   No productive work is possible. 

(ii)  Entrepreneurs will incur heavy losses. 

(iii) Economic development will not keep pace with national movements. 

(iv) No amount of foreign assistance or of natural wealth can ensure successful 

development and modernization. 

 

(c) Development will be handicapped as long as women remain….. 

(i)   second class citizen 

(ii)  third class citizen 

(iii) first class citizen 

(iv) fourth class citizen 



 

(d) Disposable income in the hands of women strengthen 

(i) Family bond 

(ii) Nutritional status of the family 

(iii) Spiritual status of the family 

(iv) None of these 

 

2. Answer the following questions briefly: 

(a) What will be the source of the manpower development during the next quarter 

century? 

(b) During which period is the child growth maximum? 

(c) Why can't the first teacher of a child be effective in many parts of the world? 

(d) What will happen to development if the womenfolk is neglected? 

(e) What is the difference between an educated mother and an illiterate mother? 

(f) How can we accelerate the rate of progress? 

 

3. Find words in the passage similar in meaning as: 

(a) Increase (Para 5) 

(b) Important(Para 6) 

 

18.  Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:  

 

1. Since its invention a little over 130 years ago. The interview has become a 

commonplace of journalism. Today, almost everybody who is literate will have 

read an interview at some point in their lives, while from the other point of view, 

several thousand celebrities have been interviewed over the years, some of them 

repeatedly. So it is hardly surprising that opinions of the interview - of its 

functions, methods and merits - vary considerably. Some might make very 

extravagant claims for it as being, in its highest form, a source of truth, and, in its 

practice, an art. Others, Usually celebrates who see themselves as its victims, 

might despise the interview as an unwarranted intrusion into their lives, or feel that 

it somehow diminishes them, just as in some primitive cultures it is believed that if 

one takes a photographic portrait of somebody then one is stealing that person's 

soul. 

2. V.S Naipaul 'feels that some people are wounded by interviews and lose a part 

of themselves', Lewis Carroll, the creator of Alice in wonderland, was said to have 

had ' a just horror of the interviewer' and he never consented to be interviewed- it 

was his horror of being lionized which made him thus repel would be 

acquaintances, interviewers, and persistent petitioners for his autograph and he 

would afterwards relate the stories of his success in silencing all such people with 

much satisfaction and amusement. Rudyard Kipling expressed an even more 

condemnatory attitude towards the interviewer. His wife, Caroline, writes in her 

diary for 14 October,1892 that their day was 'wrecked by two reporters from 

Boston. She reports her husband as saying to the reporters, "why do I refuse to be 

interviewed? Because it is immoral! It is a crime, just as much of a crime as much 

merits punishment. It is cowardly and vile. No respectable man would ask it, much 



less give it," yet Kipling had himself perpetrated such an 'assault' on Mark Twain 

only a few years before. H.G Wells in an interview in 1894 referred to 'the 

interviewing ordeal', but was fairly frequent interviewee and forty years later found 

himself interviewing Joseph Stalin. 

3. Saul Bellow, who has consented to be interviewed on several occasions, 

nevertheless once described interviews as being like thumbprints on his windpipe. 

Yet despite the drawbacks of the interview, it is supremely serviceable medium of 

communication. "These days more than at any other time, our most vivid 

impressions of our contemporaries are through interviews," Denis Brian has 

written. "Almost everything of moment reaches us through one man asking 

questions of another. Because of this, the interviewer holds a position of 

unprecedented power and influence." 

 

1. On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer each of the 

questions given below by choosing the correct option: 

 

a) The positive opinion regarding interview is  

i.   An intrusion 

ii.  Source of truth 

iii. Information in complex form 

iv. Both first and third 

 

b) Negative opinion on interview is 

i.   An art 

ii.  Honest information 

iii. An ordeal 

iv.  Development of personality 

 

c) The creator of 'Alice in Wonderland' is  

i. G. H. Wells 

ii. Kipling 

iii. Denis Brian 

iv. Lewis Carroll 

 

d) Kipling refused to be interviewed because according to him it is 

i.   A crime 

ii.  An assault 

iii. Immoral 

iv. All the three above. 

 

2. Answer the following questions briefly: 

e) What do you understand by 'thumbprints on his wind pipe'? 

f) What are the major view points on people on interviews? 

g) How are the celebrities a victim of interviews? 

h) What is one of the advantages of interviews? 

i) Give two extravagant views / claims about interviews expressed by people. 



 

j) In the present time, how do we get to know about our contemporaries? 

 

k) Find words from the passage which means the same as each of the following: - 

i. Lessens the authority, dignity or reputation (Para - 1) 

ii. Refusing to give up (Para - 2) 

 
19.  Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:  

 

1. As religious people believing in God, we are all aware of the influence of prayer 

in our individual lives. It is true our temples, gurudwaras, churches and mosques 

reverberate with the prayers of the devout on festive occasions and even in the 

course of daily life. When individuals face dire situations, often they are led into 

prayer; their faith thus opens for them a source of comfort and encouragement in 

their hour of need. 

2. But how does India as collective entity, exercise its faith in prayer? It may be 

recalled that during the freedom struggle and subsequently after Independence, the 

Father of the Nation used to lead the people in prayer on matters affecting its 

destiny. The men of different faiths used to take part in such meetings, which gave 

them a sense of purpose and also a sense of solidarity as people sharing one 

destiny. 

3. Since the Mahatma fell to the bullets of an assassin, no one else probably came 

forward to provide leadership to an exercise of prayer at the national level. No 

doubt, people of all faiths had organized prayers at their places of worship in the 

aftermath of national tragedies like the Gujarat Earthquake of the Orissa cyclone. 

The hijacking of an Indian plane with its passengers of Kandahar in the recent past 

had moved this nation to pray. The whole nation again had taken to prayers in 

mass on two other occasions when Amitabh Bachchan fell seriously on the sick 

bed. 

4. Man's need for prayer is as great as his need for bread. As food is necessary for 

the body, prayer is necessary for the soul. I have not a shadow of doubt that the 

strife and quarrels with which our atmosphere is so full today are due to the 

absence of the spirit of true prayer. True prayer never goes unanswered,'' wrote 

Gandhiji. According to Vasudevan, Secretary of the Rajghat Samadhi Samiti, all-

religion prayer meetings are held every Friday at Rajghat from 4 p.m. to 5.15 p.m. 

5. It is said that the act of prayer changes people and situations. There is a general 

impression that prayer is an act of seeking favours from God for selfish ends. It is 

as if all praying people are only interested in taking their shopping lists to their 

Maker! For from it, the very act of praying teaches one to sympathize with those 

who suffer. It broadens one's vision and outlook. It builds up one's character by 

imparting a sense of responsibility towards other people and situations. 

6. The latest example of a praying nation comes from the United States which is 

often labeled as too materialistic. Speaking at the national Prayer Breakfast at 

Washington in the second week of February, President George Bush praised 

Americans of all faiths for turning to prayer in the wake of the September 11 



terrorist attacks. He said he had spent much time 'one bended knee' since terrorists 

attacked the World Trade Centre and the Pentagon, killing more than 3000 people. 

7. Regardless of the religious affiliations, people in the affected areas showed an 

exemplary sense of togetherness in the hour of tragedy. All differences of religion, 

ethnicity, race and language were forgotten as volunteers got busy assuaging the 

pain and sorrow felt by the victims. The American example has several lessons for 

India which is also a pluralistic society. It has demonstrated that differences of 

religion and ethnicity need not stand in the way of the nation unitedly facing all its 

challenges. If it is true that all religious faiths teach tolerance, humility and the 

value of helping neighbours, then the religious leaders of this nation could also 

engender unity and oneness of purpose by coming together periodically to pray for 

the nation. And when they focus on the fact that all people, regardless of their 

differences share one common destiny, there could be greater communal harmony. 

Such a consciousness ought to pave the way for peace in society. 

 

1. On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions by 

choosing the most appropriate option. 

 

1. People often pray when they _________ 

(a) Are sick 

(b) Face dreadful situations 

(c) Want their desires to be fulfilled 

(d) Are depressed 

2. What is the general impression about the prayer? 

(a) It provides food to the soul. 

(b) It is an act of seeking favour from God. 

(c) It teaches us to sympathise with those who suffer. 

(d) It imparts in us a sense of responsibility towards other people and situations. 

 

2. Answer the following questions as briefly as possible. 

1. Comment on the importance of the collective prayer organized by the Father of 

the Nation. 

2. On what occasions did the people of all faiths organize prayers at their places of 

worship? 

3. What has the absence of the true prayer resulted in? 

4. What does the act of praying teach us? 

5. What lesson does the America example give to India? 

6. What do all religious faiths teach? 

 

3. Find words from the passage which are similar in meaning to the following: 

(a) Killer (para 4) 

(b) Shown/displayed (para4) 

 
 

 

 



20. Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow: 

 

1. Nuclear capability gives a status to the country in the community of nations. No 

nation can afford to make destructive use of the nuclear energy without risking a 

World War. That is why America did not make use of nuclear weapon in the 

Vietnam War though it had become a matter of prestige for her. Similarly Russia 

preferred to pull out her missile bases from Cuba instead of coming in direct 

conflict with a nuclear power, America. But India, since she started adopting 

nuclear technology, had decided to make only peaceful use of nuclear energy. The 

fear expressed by Pakistan and the comments made in the Chinese press are more 

for the sake of propaganda than for the projection of truth. 

2. India needs nuclear energy in order to meet her power shortage. She has been 

depending upon hydroelectric power which is undependable because of the 

uncertainty of rainfall. Good quality of coal which is another source of energy 

cannot be extracted commercially because it lies very deep and the cost of 

extraction is very high. India is not producing much of oil, rather she has to import 

nearly 74 per cent of her total consumption. So the only alternative with India is to 

have a cheaper and more dependable source of energy. The known reserves of 

thorium in India are sufficient to last many hundred years. That is why India has 

already commissioned two nuclear power stations, one at Tarapur and the other at 

Rana Pratap Sagar. Each one has the installed capacity of producing 420 M.W. of 

electricity. Two other at Kalpakkam, are operational. This energy will be able to 

meet the power shortage throughout the country. If industries work at their full 

capacity, production will be higher and so per capita income will increase and 

inflation will be neutralized. 

3. With the help of controlled nuclear explosions, artificial dams can be made. In 

fact for building a dam there should be two huge mountain walls enclosing a deep 

valley just near the course of a river. These conditions are not available at all the 

places. So with the help of controlled nuclear explosions mountains can be blown 

up. This can also help in laying roads in the mountainous areas. In fact, some of the 

borders of India have mountainous terrain and the movement of the army is quite 

difficult. So even for the sake of national security it is necessary to have roads in 

those areas. 

4. With the help of radiation the shelf life of vegetables and fruits can be increased. 

In the tropical countries like India, it is necessary that the perishable fruit stuffs are 

preserved for a long time. Radiation can check the sprouting of onions and 

potatoes which are much in demand in foreign countries. Similarly fruits like 

bananas and mangoes which have much export potential can be preserved for a 

very long time. The texture and taste of the fruit do not undergo any change. 

5. Nuclear technology can also be harnessed for medical purposes. It is said that 

radioactive iodine is used for detecting the disease of the thyroid glands. Similarly, 

India of U.N. experts, radiated vaccine which can immunize sheep from lungworm 

disease, which used to take a heavy toll of sheep every year. 

 

 



6. Properly processed nuclear fuel is also used for artificial satellite in space. 

Weather satellites can predict cyclones and the rainfall with extreme accuracy. 

Communication satellites can help in conveying the messages to very long 

distances. In a huge country like India, communication satellites are necessary. 

7. Radiation is also used for preparing the mutant seeds. Many varieties of rice and 

some cereals have been prepared at Tarapur laboratory. This will increase our 

agricultural production and help India to become economically better off. So for 

India it is necessary to make peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 

 

1. On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions by 

choosing the most appropriate option. 

 

1. India needs nuclear energy in order to _________ 

(a) gain status in the community of nations 

(b) meet her power shortage 

(c) increase her might 

(d) frighten the hostile countries 

 

2. Coal, another source of energy, cannot be extracted commercially because  

(a) it lies very deep 

(b) the cost of extraction is very high 

(c) it lies very deep and the cost of extraction is very high 

(d) it is risky for the miners to extract it 

 

2. Answer the following questions as briefly as possible. 

1. Why does India need nuclear energy? 

2. How can radiation be helpful? 

3. How does nuclear technology help in the field of medicine? 

4. In what way can nuclear energy boost our communication? 

5. How can nuclear energy help the country in its economic growth? 

6. How can radiation help in the field of agriculture? 

 

3. Find words from the passage which are similar in meaning to the following: 

(a) withdraw (para 1) 

(b) extremely (para 6) 

 

 

                                     SECTION B — (Writing Skills) 

 

21. Your friend, Satish, has invited you to attend the wedding of his sister, Jaya. 

You find that you have an important paper of pre-board examination on the day of 

the wedding. Thus you cannot attend the event. Write in about 50 words a formal 

reply to the invitation expressing your regret. You are Sohan, M-114, Nanital 

Road, Haldwani.  

 



22.You are Sonia, an electronics engineer who has recently returned from the U.S. 

and looking for a suitable job in the IT industry. Draft an advertisement in about 50 

words for the Situations Wanted column of a national newspaper. Your contact 

number is 919013333333. 

 

23. Mount View School, Kalka is run by an NGO to give quality education to the 

children of the deprived sections of society. The Principal of the school feels that 

blackboards in the classrooms need to be replaced. She decides to ask the 

chairperson of the NGO named ―Education for All, for funds. Write her letter in 

120 – 150 words. Her name is Dr. Shweta.  

 

24. National Book Trust organised a week-long book fair at Anna Grounds, 

Chennai. You visited the fair and bought a few books. You were pleased with the 

arrangements, enthusiasm of the visitors and the fact that books have not yet lost 

their relevance in the world of the Internet. Write a letter in 120 – 150 words to the 

editor of a local newspaper to express your feelings. You are Mohini, 112, EC 

Road, Chennai. 

 

25. Every teenager has a dream to achieve something in life. What they are going 

to become tomorrow depends on what our youth dream today. Write an article in 

150 – 200 words on ―What I want to be in life? You are Simranjit.  

 

26. Principal of GIC- Naalapani, Dehradun sent a group of students to visit a place 

of historical interest. You, Anita, were its leader. Write a report in 150 – 200 words 

for the school newsletter on the tour, describing the place, its history, how you 

reached there and all that you have learnt. 

 
27. Holi is a festival of colours. It expresses pure and simple joy. Sometimes we 

start throwing coloured water and that too on strangers. As the Head boy / girl of 

your school write a speech in 150 – 200 words that you will deliver in the morning 

assembly of your school, describing why Holi is played and how it should be 

played.  

 

28. Crackers create lot of pollution. Write a debate in 150 – 200 words either for or 

against the motion. 

 

29. Public taps are generally leaking. A lot of water is wasted. Design a poster in 

not more than 50 words to make people aware of the need for saving water. You 

are Reena, class-XII.  

 

30.Write an invitation to your friend Harish to spend her winter break with you in 

Mumbai. You are Puja of 25, M.G. Road, Mumbai. 

 

31. You are Ramesh Kumar, Manager, Ekta Book House, Fort Road, Mumbai. 

You supplied a number of books to Prajapati Public School, Pune. The school 

complained that the books, received by it are not according to the order. Write a 



letter in 120-150 words to the Principal expressing regret, explaining the reasons 

why the error took place and promising a prompt and correct delivery.  

 

32.Your school has opened a new activity wing for the kindergarten students for 

which you require play equipment. Write a letter in 120-150 words to Bright 

Sports Materials, Paharganj, Delhi placing an order for educational toys and other 

play equipment. You are Principal, XYZ School, Delhi. 

 

33. ‗Grow more trees to reduce pollution.‘ Write an article in 150-200 words on 

the topic given above for your school magazine.  

 

34. You are Sandhya / Sohan an active member of the Animal Lovers Club which 

works for the welfare of animals by preventing cruelty to them. Recently you 

visited Mahatma Gandhi Animal Care Home. You were pleasantly surprised to see 

the good treatment given to the animals. Write a report in 150-200 words on your 

visit. 

You may use the following points: injured dogs and cats – abandoned pets 

very old animals – all very well cared for –well-equipped medical room –

veterinary surgeon – green surroundings. 

 

35. The recent rise in incidents of violent behaviour of students is a matter of 

concern for all. The problem can be curbed if students learn how to manage anger. 

Write a speech on the topic in 150-200 words to be delivered in the school morning 

assembly.  

 

36. ―Everyone should become vegetarian.‖ Write a debate in 150-200 words either 

for or against the motion. 

 

37.  You are the Principal of Bloom Public School, Srinagar. Write a notice in not 

more than 50 words informing that admissions for the New Session likely to begin 

in March. 

 

38. You are Rudra / Ria, the Secretary of Gen X Welfare Society, Babulvadi, 

Bageshwar. Draft a notice for all the members of the society informing them to 

attend a meeting to discuss the issues related to the security of the residents of the 

society. 

 

39. You are Preeti, Secretary, Uttarakhand Handicrafts Association. Write a notice 

regarding a Mega Sale to be organized on 1st  and 2nd  November on the occasion of 

Deepawali in not more than 50 words. 

 

40. You are Scout Master / Guide Captain of K.R. Sagar Public School, Mussoorie. 

You have decided to send a troop of scouts and guides of your school to the 

Jamboree to be held at Lucknow for a week. Draft a notice in not more than 50 

words to be placed on the school notice board inviting the names of those scouts 



and guides who are interested to participate in the jamboree. Invent the necessary 

details.  

 

41. Due to a sudden landslide and unfavourable weather, St. Francis School, 

Nainital has to be closed for a week. As the Principal of that school, draft a notice 

in not more than 50 words to be displayed at the school main gate notice board.  

 

42. You are Secretary of Gymkhana Club, Madurai. Write a notice in not more 

than 50 words informing the members to attend an extraordinary meeting of the 

governing body. Include details like date, time venue, etc. sign as Pratibha.  

 

43. You are Gopal , of D.P. Public School, Gopeshwar . As a student Editor of 

your school magazine, draft a notice in not more than 50 words for your school 

notice board inviting articles / sketches from the students of all classes.  

 

44. You are Ritu, Secretary, Welfare Association, ABC Colony, Dehradun, Write a 

notice in not more than 50 words to be placed on the notice board informing the 

residents that there would be no water supply for two days in your colony due to 

major pipeline repair work. 

 

45. Draft a suitable advertisement to be published in a local newspaper for the post 

of PA/Stenographer on behalf of the Manager of Wipro Company, Chennai. Invent 

necessary details. 

 

46. You are Harish of No. 10, Kailash Ganj and Lucknow. Draft an advertisement 

to be published in the daily. ‗The Hindustan Times‘,under classified columns to 

dispose off your car as you are going abroad.  

 

47.  You have recently started a Centre for Personality Development for school 

children. Draft an advertisement to be published in a local daily about it, giving all 

relevant details. 

 

48. You are Manisha. You have started hobby classes for children of 6 to 12 years. 

Prepare a suitable advertisement giving all the required details (50 words)  

 

49. You are Mohan of Raja ki Mandi, Agra. You want a dance teacher for your 

younger sister. Write an advertisement to be published in the classified columns of 

a local daily.  

 

50. You propose to sell your flat as you are going abroad. Draft an advertisement 

to be published in the classified columns of ‗The Times of India‘, New Delhi. 

Invent necessary details.  

 
51. Recent rains have caused havoc in some parts of our country. You are Mohan, 

a member of the social service organization, Seva Mandir, Pithoragarh. Draft a 



poster requesting people to help the rain and flood affected families physically and 

economically. 

 

52. A ‗Check Vehicular Pollution‘ campaign is being organized in your city. Draft 

a poster to be used in the campaign.  

 

53- Water is precious and each one of us must stop wastage. Prepare a poster in not 

more than 50 words, for creating that awareness.  

 

54- Draft a poster announcing a ‗Book Week‘ being organized by the Cultural 

Society, Dehradun.  

 

55- Your school is planning a campaign in support of eye donation to mobilize the 

students and society. Design a poster to be displayed in different areas of the 

locality surrounding your school highlighting the need for eye donation and eye 

banks. 

 

56. Your school is organizing the prestigious State Level Science Exhibition in its 

premises. Draft an invitation in not more than 50 words giving all essential details.  

 

57. You are Dharmpal, son of Ramesh Kumar, Berinag. Your father wants you to 

draft a formal invitation to be sent on the occasion of your sister, Sheela‘s 

marriage. Prepare the invitation.  

 

58. You are Sohan. You have been invited by Rotary Club to act as one of the 

judges for a Drawing Competition for students of classes XI and XII. But due to a 

previous engagement you cannot accept this invitation. Write a formal reply to the 

President of the Club regretting your inability to accept the invitation.  

 

59. You are Aakash. You have been invited to attend the wedding of your friend‘s 

sister during the summer vacation. Respond to the invitation informally accepting 

it.  

 

60. You have opened a restaurant in Haldwani Road, Nainital. Draft an invitation 

for the inauguration of the same, specifying the chief guest and other important 

details like date, time and venue. Do not exceed 50 words. 

 

61. You are Mansi at the Press Apartments of Sunder Nagar, Dehradun. The main 

road leading to this colony has three man holes causing frequent accidents at night. 

There are no street lights on the main road. Write a letter to the Editor of the Times 

of India drawing attention of the government to this problem of the residents.  

 

62. Write a letter to the Editor of a national daily inviting the attention of the 

authorities towards the increasing Environmental pollution in your city.  

 



63. You are Veena, a student of class XII of 10, Green Park, New Delhi is 

interested in learning languages. You come across an advertisement in The Times 

of India issued by The Institute of Foreign languages, New Delhi about the 

certificate course in Japanese offered by them. You decide to write a letter to the 

Director of the Institute seeking more information about the course duration, 

working hours, fee structure, etc. Write the letter.  

 

64. As Mr. S.P.Singh, Head of the Department of Chemistry, Cambridge High 

School, Lohaghat, you had placed an order with Messrs. Scientific Equipments, 

Dadar, Mumbai for test tubes and jar for the lab. When the parcel was received you 

observed that markings on the test tubes were not clear and some of the jars were 

damaged. Write a letter of complaint seeking immediate replacement.  

 

65. You are the Manager of Fitness Club of Gandhi Road, Kotdwar. Write a letter 

to Messrs. Pioneer Sports Co, Dehradun, placing an order for a minimum of 4 

fitness equipments with details. 

 

66. Describe your ideal house and its location giving reasons for your choices.  

 

67. Write a description of a person who has had an important influence on your   

      life.  
 

68. Describe your favorite meal or dish. What ingredients are needed and how is it 

prepared? 

 

69. Write a description of your bedroom, its furniture and contents.  

 

70. You are Kiran of Navodaya Vidyalaya, Kotabagh, Uttarakhand and your 

school has recently built a well-planned auditorium to hold academic and cultural 

programmes. The Editor of your school magazine has asked you to write a factual 

description of the auditorium for the school magazine. Write Kiran 's description in 

your own words. 

 

SECTION C (Literature) 
 

Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow- 

 

71.―Driving from my parent‘s home to Cochin last Friday  

Morning, I saw my mother, beside me, doze,  

open mouthed, her face ashen like that  

Of a corpse and realized with pain  

That she thought away.‖  

a)  Where was the poet coming from? Where was she going? 

b)  How does the poet describe her mother? 

c)  Who does ‗she‘ refer to in the last line? What thoughts had she driven away? 

 



72.― and looked but soon 

 put that thought away, and looked out at young  

trees sprinting, the merry children spilling 

 out of their homes‖ 

 

a)  What was the poet ‗looking‘ at? What did she notice? 

b)  What thought did she try to drive away? 

c)   Why did the poet start ‘looking out‘? What does her gesture suggest? 

d)   What did the poet see from the window of the car? 

e)    What did the images of ‗young trees‘ and ‗merry children‘ symbolize? 

 

73. ― but after the airport‘s  

security check, standing a few yards  

away, I looked again at her, wan, pale 

 as a late winter‘s moon‖ 

 

a) Where was the poet standing? 

b)  Who does ‗her‘ here to? How did she look like? 

c)  Why does the narrator ‗look at her again‘? 

d)  Explain: ‗wan, pale as a late winter‘s moon‘. 

 

74. ― and felt that old  

familiar ache, my childhood‘s fear,  

but all I said was, see you soon, Amma,  

all I did was smile and smile and smile.‖ 

 

a)  What ‗familiar ache‘ did the poet feel? 

b)  What could have been the poet‘s childhood fears? 

c)   Did the poet share her thoughts with her mother? 

d)   Why do you think, the poet did not share her thoughts with her mother? 

e)   Why did the poet only ‗smile‘? 

 

75. ―Unless, governor, inspector, visitor, 

 This map becomes their window and these windows 

 That shut upon their lives like catacombs.‖ 

 

a)   Why does the poet invoke ‗governor, ‗inspector‘ and ‗visitor‘? 

b)   What does ‗this map‘ refer to? How can it become ‗their window‘? 

c)    What have ‗these windows‘ done to their lives? 

e)    What do you understand by catacombs? 

f)     Which literary device has been used? Explain. 

 

76. ―Surely, Shakespeare is wicked, the map a bad example, 

With ships and sun and love tempting them to steal- 

For lives that turn in their cramped holes  

From fog to endless nights.‖ 



 

a) Name the poem and the poet. 

b) Why has Shakespeare been described as wicked?  

c) Why is the map a bad example?  

d) What tempts them to steal?  

e) How do the children continue to live?  

f) Explain: ‗From fog to endless night.‘ 

 

77. ―Fishermen in the cold sea 

 Would not harm whales  

and the man gathering salt  

Would look at his hurt hands.‖ 

 

a) What is ‗fisherman‘ symbolic of? 

b) What will happen when fishermen do not harm whales? 

c) What has happened to the man gathering salt? What must he do? 

d) What would happen in this moment of silence? 

e) What image does the poet create in the last line? 

 

78. ―Perhaps the earth can teach us  

as when everything seems dead  

and later prove to be alive. 

Now I‘ll count up to twelve  

and you keep quiet and I will go.‖ 

 

a) Who can teach us? 

b) What does earth teach us? 

c) Why does the speaker count up to twelve? 

d) Explain-‗you keep quiet and I will go‘? 

 

79. ―Such the sun, the moon, 

Trees old and young, sprouting a shady boon  

For simple sheep; and such are daffodils  

With the green world they live in; and clear rills  

That for themselves a cooling covert make 

‗gainst the hot season;‖ 

 

a) What proves a blessing for the sheep?  

b) Where do daffodils bloom?  

c) What prove to be pleasant shelters in summer?  

d) Name the objects of beauty referred here.  

 

80. ―A thing of beauty is a joy forever  

Its loveliness increases, it will never  

Pass into nothingness; but will keep  

a bower quiet for us, and a sleep  



full of sweet dreams, and health, and quiet breathing  

Therefore, on every morrow, are we wreathing 

A flowery band to bind us to the earth.‖ 

 

 

a) What is the special virtue of a beautiful thing?  

b)  How does it bless us?  

c)  Explain the expression ―A bower quiet for us‖.  

d)  What do we do everyday? 

 

 81. ―Some shape of beauty moves away the pall  

 from our dark spirits. Such the sun, the moon,  

trees old, and young, sprouting a shady boon  

for simple sheep; and such are daffodils  

with green world they live in; and clear rills  

that for themselves a cooling covert make  

‗gainst the hot season; the mid forest brake  

Rich with a sprinkling of fair musk-rose blooms‖ 

 
 

a)  What removes the pall from our dark spirits?  

b)  What sprouts a shady boon for sheep and how?  

c)   How do ‗daffodils‘ and rills enrich the environment?  

d)  What makes the mid-forest brake rich?  

 

82. ―Aunt Jennifer‘s tigers prance across a screen,  

Bright topaz denizens of a world of green.  

They do not fear the men beneath the tree:  

They pace in sleek chivalric certainty.‖ 

 

a) What does the expression ‗Aunt Jennifer‘s tigers imply? 

b) What does prancing tigers symbolize? 

c) Why are they referred to as ‗denizens of a world of green‘? 

d) What qualities of the ‗tigers‘ are highlighted here? 

e) Explain; ―They pace in sleek chivalric certainty‖. 

 

83. ―Aunt Jennifer‘s fingers fluttering through her wool  

Find even the ivory needle hard to pull. 

The massive weight of Uncle‘s wedding band  

Sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer‘s hand.‖ 

 

a) Why do Aunt Jennifer‘s fingers flutter through her wool? 

b) Why does she find it hard to pull the ivory needle? 

c)  Explain: ‗massive weight of Uncle‘s wedding band‘. 

d)  How is Aunt Jennifer affected by the ‗weight of matrimony‘? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

84. ―When Aunt is dead, her terrified hands will lie  

Still ringed with ordeals she was mastered by.  

The tigers in the panel that she made  

Will go on prancing, proud and unafraid.‖ 

 

a)  What is Aunt Jennifer‘s death symbolic of? 

b)  Explain: ―terrified hands‖. 

c)  What does ‗ringed with ordeals‘ imply? 

d)  Is the society in any way affected by Aunt Jennifer‘s death? 

e)  Explain: ―the tigers in the panel that she made will go on prancing, proud and 

unafraid‖. 

 

Answer the following questions: 

 
85. What was more tempting to Franz than going to school and why? 

86. What was Franz‘s greatest fear as he moved towards school? 

87.  What change did Franz observe in the school on that day? 

88.  Why did M.Hamel not punish Franz even though he was late? 

89.  Why was Franz unwilling to go to school?  

90. What announcement did M.Hamel make and what was its impact?  

91. What do you think was written on the bulletin board?  

92. Why did not M.Hamel get angry with Franz for being late? 

93. Draw a Pen portrait of M.Hamel on the basis of your study of the story, ‗The 

Last Lesson‘. 

94.  Why did people migrate from the village in Dhaka to Delhi?  

95.  Survival in Seemapuri means ragpicking ‗. Comment. 

96. Why does the author say that the bangle makers are caught in a vicious web of 

poverty? 

97. ‗Lost Spring‘ is a miserable story on the political system of our country that  

condemns thousand of people to a life of abject poverty. Comment 

98.   Justify the title of the story ‗Lost Spring‘.  

99.   What is the irony in the name of ‗Saheb-e-Alam?  

100. ― Promises made to poor children are never kept‖ Explain with examples from  

the lesson.  

101. ―Food is more important for survival than identity‖ for ragpickers of 

Seemapuri. Comment on this statement.  

102. Do you think Mukesh will realize dream of becoming a car mechanic? 

103. ‗His dreams look like a mirage‖. Whose dreams are being referred to and why 

are they compared to a mirage?  

104. Having been born in the community of bangle makers has become both a 

destiny and a curse .How? 



105.  Why and how did Douglas develop an aversion to water? 

106.  What was the misadventure that happened with Douglas? 

107.  Why did Douglas grow panicky? 

108.  What was the ‗misadventure‘ that William Douglas speaks about?  

109.  What impact did the incident at California beach have on him?  

110. ‗Then all efforts ceased and he crossed to oblivion‘ .Describe this particular 

state the narrator was in.  

111. What made him decide that the instructor‘s role in teaching him swimming 

was over?  

112. Why did Douglas go to Lake Wentworth? How did he make his terror flee?  

113. ‗All we have to fear is fear itself‘ says Roosevelt. Explain the importance of 

the statement. 

114. What was Douglas‘s ‗misadventure‘ at the YMCA swimming pool? How did 

he overcome it? 

115. Why does Douglas as an adult recount a childhood experience of terror and 

his conquering of it? What large meaning does he draw from his experience? 

116. What is the ‗misadventure‘ that Douglas speaks about? What were the series 

of emotions, fears experienced when he was tossed into the pool? What plans 

did he make to come to surface?  

117. Douglas describes a childhood experience of terror and his conquering of the 

terror .What message does he want to convey to the readers? 

118. The crofter can be called a good host. Why? 

119. How did the tramp make his living? What idea do you get about him from the 

way he earned to keep his body and soul together? 

120.  Generally speaking, how did the world treat the tramp? 

121.  Do you think that one act of kindness can really change a person‘s view of 

the world? Discuss 

122. Do you accept the peddlers‘ argument that the case of mistaken identity was  

not his fault?(the answer can be yes/no provided the student gives a 

reasonable justification)  

124. Why did the peddler decline the iron master‘s invitation?  

125. In the story ‗rattrap‘, who was a keen observer, the ironmaster or his 

daughter? Substantiate your answer with an example from the text? 

126. The world was a rattrap and the peddler himself became a victim of it‖. 

Elucidate.  

127. Why was Edla happy to see the gift left by the peddler?  

128. Edla is a better judge than her father. Do you think so? Why or Why not?  

129. Why did the blacksmith fail to notice the entry of the peddler in the forge?  

130. What did the ironmaster threaten to do after knowing the mistake? How did 

the stranger save himself? 

131. The essential virtue of human heart can be aroused through compassion and 

empathy. How far has the meaning of this statement been exemplified in the 

story, ‗The Rattrap‘? 

 

132. How did Shukla succeed in persuading Gandhiji to visit Champaran? 

133. What problems were the Champaran indigo Sharecroppers facing? 



134. What episode in Patna showed Gandhi the existence of a rigid caste system? 

135. How did Gandhiji make the peasants fearless and self-reliant? 

136.Why did Gandhiji consider freedom from fear more important than legal 

justice for the poor peasants of Champaran?  

 

137. How did the Indian peasants react to the new agreement releasing them from 

sharecropping arrangement?  

138. Why was Gandhi in Lucknow in 1916? What happened there that was to 

change the course of Indian history?  

139. Why was Gandhiji stay with professor Malkani on astonishing experience? 

140. What made the peasants who had entered into agreement with the British 

landlords to pay compensation demand their money back from the British 

landlords?  

141. ‗Civil disobedience had triumphed, the first time in modern India,‘ How?  

142. What do you think led Gandhi to exclaim ‗The battle of Champaran is won‘?  

143. What amount of repayment did the big planters think Gandhi would demand? 

What did Gandhi ask? What amount was finally settled?  

144. What other spheres besides political or economic fields received Gandhi‘s 

attention during his long stay in Champaran?  

145. How important do you think team work and cooperation were in Gandhiji‘s 

success in Champaran? (Value based)  

146. What values do we learn from Gandhiji‘s campaign to counter the present day 

problems of exploitation?  

147. What did Sophie intend to do after passing from school?  

148. Describe the room in which Sophie and her family lived?  

149. Who was Geoff and what did he do?  

150. Why did Sophie want to accompany her brother to the far side of the city?  

151. Whom was Sophie closest to in her family and why?  

152. What secret did Sophie share with her brother?  

153. Who was Danny Casey?  

154. Was Sophie‘s secret real or imaginary? Give reasons.  

155. Sophie and Janise are friends, yet very different. How?  

156. Describe the meeting between Sophie‘s and Casey in the arcade? 

157. ―The operation is successful. The maharaja is dead.‖ comment on the  

irony of the situation. 
  
158. What was the miracle that occurred soon after the birth of the Maharaja?  

159. What dangers did the Maharaja face in his hunt for tigers?  

160. What did the astrologer have to say when the Maharaja killed the first tiger?  

161. How did the Duraisani behave on receiving the gifts? What idea do you form 

about her/  

162. After killing 70 tigers how did were the remaining tigers arranged?  

163. Who actually killed the hundredth tiger and why?  

164. How did the Maharaja celebrate his victory over the killing of the hundredth 

tiger?  

165. From where did the Dewan arrange the 100th  Tiger?  



166. How can we say that the Dewan was very resourceful? 

167. Why didn‘t Dr Sadao put the wounded man back in the sea even though he 

was his enemy?  

168. Sadao and Hana were true patriots and human beings. Justify with reference 

to the story. 

169.  Sadao had made his father happy. What had he done to do so?  

170.  Why had Sadao not accompanied the troops abroad?  

171.  How did the servants react when they learnt of the wounded man?  

172. Why did the servants in Sadao‘s family not approve of Sadao‘s and Hana‘s 

decisions?  

173. How did the General offer to help Sadao get rid of the American?  

174. Why did Sadao think that the General was in the palm of his hand?  

175. Dr. Sadao is a thorough professional. Substantiate.  

176. How did Hana take to the leaving of the household workers?  

177. Describe the wizard‘s room.  

178. What was usually the basic storyline of the tale that Jack told Jo almost daily?  

179. Why did Jack‘s head feel empty of stories? 

180. What animal did Jo want Jack to talk about? Why?  

181. What was Clare doing while Jack was telling Jo a story?  

182. What did Roger Skunk do to get his problem solved?  

183. Where did the Wizard live ? Describe his appearance.  

184. Was Roger Skunk‘s mommy happy with the change in her child? Why? 

185. What is the theme of the play? How has it been worked out?  

186. Compare and contrast the characters of Mr. Lamb and Derry. 

187. What is the bond that unites old Mr. Lamb and Derry? How does the old man 

inspire the small boy?  

188. What is the attitude of Mr. Lamb to the small boy who comes to the garden? 

189. 'I'm not afraid. People are afraid of me," says Derry. What do people think on   

         seeing his face? How do they react then?  

190. Why does Mr. Lamb's argument fail to console Derry? 

191. What makes Derry think that the old man is always alone and miserable?  

What does he tell the old man?  

192. What argument does Derry give to convince his mother why he wants to go       

         the old man's garden? 

193.  What different queries do the Secretary of the Examinations Board make 

from the Governor before conducting the examination for Evans and why?  

194. Who do you think made a call regarding a correction in the question paper? 

What did it really want to convey?  

195. Who is Carter? Where does the Governor want him to go and why?  

196. How did the Governor manage to reach Evans in the hotel?  

197. What did the Detective Superintendent inform the Governor about Evans?  

198. What were the contents of the brown suitcase that McLerry carried?  

199. How did the question paper and the correction slip help Evans?  

201. Why did Evans not take off his hat when Jackson ordered him to do so?  

202. What clues did the answer sheet of Evans provide to the Governor?  



203. What request did the Secretary of the Examination board receive from the 

Governor of Oxford prison?  

204. What impression do you form of ‗Evans the Break‘?  

205. Comment on the ending of the play ‗Evan Tries An O-Level. 

 

206.  What does Zitkila-sa remember about her first day in the land of apples? 

207. ‗Eating by formula was the hardest trial on the first day‘, says Zitkila- sa.   

         What does she mean by ‗eating by formula‘? 

208.  What are the similarities in the lives of Bama and Zitkal though they belong 

to different countries? 

209. What was it that Bama found funny about the village elder walking with the 

food packet? 

210. When and how did Bama come to know of the discrimination faced by the 

marginalized people? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


