
Class- X 

 
1. Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:  

1. Science is not only beautiful but it is also the fulcrum on which the strong 

crowbar of national missions, security and our future can rest, allowing modest 

investments to lift huge loads. This fulcrum must be strong and correctly placed, 

but today it is poorly positioned and not strong enough.  

2. Many citizens say scientists must engage and solve our problems. Scientists 

respond that this could happen if there is more investment in education and 

research and less bureaucracy. But such debates generate more heat than light. In 

an imperfect society, one component cannot demand perfection from another as a 

prerequisite for action. Each needs to help the other to improve.  

3. Whether it is the rejuvenation of rivers, sanitation or dealing with plastic waste, 

there are many ongoing State programmes where the involvement of scientists 

must increase. Such involvement in national priorities happened in the West during 

World War II. Today, rescuing our environment and health should be seen by 

scientists as a battle where our best needs to pay attention.  

4. So by principally relying on the admirable inventiveness and innovation of the 

West to fuel the needs of a large and diverse country such as ours, we have had 

economic growth. This approach has had negative consequences on our 

environment, economy, people, and security.  

5. It is never easy to invest in “future –science”. Of the 100 potential game-

changers in science, only 10 may succeed. Risk is integral to investment, but we 

are in a better position today to assess and have significant resources to invest.  

So what needs to be done?  
6. First, our university students must get opportunities for learning as well as 

problem solving. Second, India’s senior scientists must lead and be part of all 

national missions to ensure their success within the stipulated time frame. Third, 

each ministry must create a “science-for-the-future” division in collaboration with 

the ministry of science and technology.  

 

1. Attempt following questions on the basis of the passage you have read:  

i. What is science, according to the passage, para-1?  

ii. What kind of fulcrum should science be? (Para-1)  

iii. What do citizens want from scientists? (Para-2)  

iv. What do scientists want from society? (Para-2)  

v. In what kind of programmes should scientists be involved? (Para-3)  

vi. How should the scientists see issues like rescue of our environment? (Para-3)  

vii. What is the success rate of the game-changers in science? (Para-5)  

viii. State any one possible solution by which we can involve science in solving the 

problems of our country? (Para-6)  

ix. Give one word for “original, creative and new idea”. (Para-4)  

 



 

2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:  

What makes someone good at their job? Talent or skill?  
1. According to research by Stanford Professor Carol Dweck and her colleagues 

many people believe that people’s performance reflects either their innate talent for 

that activity or the amount of work they have done to acquire a skill.  

2. In reality, of course, any performance reflects a combination of talent and skill. 

You can improve on just about any task with a lot of practice, though if your goal 

is to be the absolute best in the world at something it is also helpful to have some 

talent for it.  

3. In order to put in the hard work to acquire a skill, you need to believe that the 

activity really is a skill you can learn. When you believe the activity is a talent then 

you don‟t bother to work hard at it, because you attribute any limitations in your 

performance to your lack of talent.  

4. Rethinking Creativity as a Skill  

This way of thinking about talents and skills is particularly important when it 

comes to thinking about creativity. But for mental skills like creativity, few people 

know enough about the way their minds work to be able to treat it like a skill. As a 

result, most people tend to look at those people who develop creative ideas 

consistently with a kind of reverence. And people who do seem blessed with a 

talent for creativity live in fear that talent will run out some day and they will be 

just like everybody else.  

5. In order to enhance your creativity, here are three things you can do to practice.  

First, become an explainer. In order to maximize the quality of your knowledge, 

you have to develop the habit to explain things back to yourself. Think about what 

happens when you sit down to watch a TED talk.  

Second, practice openness. One of the five core personality dimensions is 

openness. It reflects how much you are motivated to consider new ideas, concepts, 

and experiences.  

Third, keep asking new questions. A third critical aspect of creativity is to 

remember that any idea you have is something that you pulled out of your memory. 

How do you get information from memory? All you do is ask your memory a 

question, and it pulls out information related to that question. Allow each of these 

perspectives to bring new information to mind that might help you solve the 

problem you face. 

1. On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer following questions: 

i.   According to the passage, what does people’s performance reflect?  

ii. How is performance a combination of talent and skill?  

iii. Why is it good to believe that every activity is a skill?  

iv. Why are creative people looked at with reverence?  

v.   How asking questions is helpful in fostering creativity?  

 

 

 



 
2. On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions:  

i. You can improve on just about any task with ______________ .  

a. a lot of food.  

b. a little humour.  

c. a lot of practice.  

d. great expectations.  

 

ii. If you want to be the best at something, you need to have some________  

a. talent for it.  

b. fruit for it.  

c. thought of it.  

d. time for it.  

 

iii. A good explainer, explains things to ____________  

a. No one.  

b. Leaders.  

c. Yourself.  

d. People.  

 

iv. One of the five core personality dimensions is ___________  

a. Happiness.  

b. Openness.  

c. Oneness.  

d. None.  

v. Give a word from the passage, that means same as „inborn’______  

a. Acquired  

b. Learnt  

c. Innate  

d. None  

 

3. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

1. Necessity is indeed the mother of invention. When areas in and around Leh 

began to experience water shortages, life didn‟t grind to a halt. Why? Because 

Chewang Norphel, a retired civil engineer in the Jammu and Kashmir government 

came up with the idea of artificial glaciers.  

2. Ladakh, a cold desert at an altitude of 3,000-3,500 metres above sea level, has a 

low average annual rainfall rate of 50mm. Glaciers have always been the only 

source of water. Agriculture is completely dependent on glacier melt unlike the rest 

of river/monsoon-fed India. But over the years with increasing effects of climate 



change, rainfall and snowfall patterns have been changing, resulting in severe 

shortage and drought situations. Given the severe winter conditions, the window 

for farming is usually limited to one harvest season.  

3. It is located between the natural glacier above and the village below. The one 

closer to the village and lowest in altitude melts first, providing water during 

April/May, the crucial sowing season. Further layers of ice above melt with 

increasing temperature thus ensuring continuous supply to the fields. Thus, farmers 

have been able to manage two crops instead of one. It costs about Rs.1,50,000 and 

above to create one.  

4. Fondly called the “glacier man”, Mr. Norphel has designed over 15 artificial 

glaciers in and around Leh since 1987. In recognition of his pioneering effort, he 

was conferred the Padma Shri by President Pranab Mukherjee, in 2015.  

5. There are few basic steps followed in creating the artificial glacier. 

6. River or stream water at higher altitude is diverted to a shaded area of the hill, 

facing north, where the winter sun is blocked by a ridge or a mountain range. At 

the start of winter/November, the diverted water is made to flow onto sloping hill 

face through distribution channels. Stone embankments are built at regular 

intervals which impede the flow of water, making shallow pools and freeze, 

forming a cascade of ice along the slope. Ice formation continues for 3-4 months 

resulting in a large accumulation of ice which is referred to as an “artificial 

glacier”.  

      i. Who was Chewang Norphel?  

  ii. What kind of land form is Ladakh?  

    iii. Why have Glaciers been the only source of water for Ladakh?  

    iv. Why has the pattern of snowfall and rainfall changed?  

     v. How are Glaciers significant for irrigation?  

 vi. How do farmers manage to grow two crops instead of one?  

vii. In which year did President Pranab Mukherjee confer Padma Shri to  

       Mr.Norphel?  

viii. How many months does the ice formation continue for?  

 ix.  Find the word in the paragraph 6 which means the same as „gathering‟?  

 

4. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:  

1. Have you ever failed at something so miserably that the thought of attempting to 

do it again was the last thing you wanted to do?  

2. If your answer is yes, then you are “not a robot.” Unlike robots, we human 

beings have feelings, emotions, and dreams. We are all meant to grow and stretch 

despite our circumstances and our limitations. Flourishing and trying to make our 

dreams come true is great when life is going our way. But what happens when it‟s 

not? What happens when you fail despite all of your hard work? Do you stay down 

and accept the defeat or do you get up again and again until you are satisfied? If 



you have a tendency to persevere and keep going then you have what experts call, 

grit.  

3. Falling down or failing is one of the most agonizing, embarrassing, and scariest 

human experiences. But it is also one of the most educational, empowering, and 

essential parts of living a successful and fulfilling life. Did you know that 

perseverance (grit) is one of the seven qualities that have been described as the 

keys to personal success and betterment in society? The other six are: curiosity, 

gratitude, optimism, self-control, social intelligence, and zest. Thomas Edison is a 

model for grit for trying 1,000 plus times to invent the light bulb. If you are 

reading this with the lights on in your room, you know well he succeeded. When 

asked why he kept going despite his hundreds of failures, he merely stated that 

what he had been not failures. They were hundreds of ways not to create a light 

bulb. This statement not only revealed his grit but also his optimism for looking at 

the bright side  

4. Grit can be learned to help you become more successful. One of the techniques 

that help is mindfulness. Mindfulness is a practice that helps the individual stay in 

the moment by bringing awareness of his or her experience without judgement. 

This practice has been used to quiet the noise of their fears and doubts. Through 

this simple practice of mindfulness, individuals have the ability to stop the self-

sabotaging downward spiral of hopelessness, despair, and frustration.  

5. What did you do to overcome the negative and self-sabotaging feelings of 

failure? Reflect on what you did, and try to use those same powerful resources to 

help you today.  

1.On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions. 

i. According to the passage, what are the attributes of a human?  

ii. What is perceived as grit?  

iii. How is „failing‟ an educational and empowering part of human life?  

iv. In what ways can grit be developed?  

v. How does mindfulness help?  

 

2.   On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following: 

 i. While inventing the light bulb, Thomas Edison had failed____________  

 a. 1000 times  b. 10000 plus times  c. 1000 plus times  d. 10000 times  

 

ii. Failure is a part of _______ life.  

a. normal  b. common  c. human  d. ordinary  

 

iii. In paragraph 2, ____________ means continue.  

a. robots b. satisfied c. persevere d. flourishing  

 

iv. In paragraph 3, the synonym of distressing is __________.  

a. embarrassing b. scariest c. agonizing d. failing  

 



v. _________helps in preventing individuals from going down the lines of despair. 

a. success b. fear c. doubt d. mindfulness 

 

5. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow: 

1 Kausani is situated at a height of 6,075 feet in the Central Himalayas. It is an 

unusually attractive little town. It covers just about 5.2 sq. kms. It lies to the north 

of uttarakhand‟s picturesque Kumaon region.  

2 Kausani provides the 300-km wide breathtaking view of the Himalayas. It is the 

most striking aspect of this place. Snow-capped peaks are spread in a stately row. 

They stare at you in silvery white  majesty. The most famous peak on view is 

Nanda Devi, the second highest mountain in India. It is situated at a height of 

25,645 feet and 36 miles away as the crow flies. The other famous peaks on view 

are Choukhamba (23,420 feet) and Trishul (23,360 feet). Then there are also 

Nilkanth, Nandaghunti, Nandaghat and Nandakot. On a clear day, the blue of the 

sky makes a splendid background to these peaks. At sunrise and at sunset, when 

the colour changes to a golden orange, the scene gets etched in your memory.  

3 When Gandhiji visited this place in 1929, its scenic beauty held him spellbound. 

He named it the „Switzerland of India‟. He prolonged his two day stay to fourteen 

days, making time to write a book, „Anashakti Yoga‟. The place where he was 

staying was originally a guest-house of the tea estate. It was renamed „Anashakti 

Ashram‟ after the book.  

4 Kausani is the birth place of Sumitranandan Pant, India‟s poet laureate. Its 

natural surroundings inspired many of his poems. Its tea gardens mingle with dense 

pine forests and fruit orchards. The area is also host to many fairs and religious 

ceremonies. If  Uttarakhand is the abode of gods, Kausani is God‟s own backyard. 

There is no traffic, no one is in hurry. If serenity could be put on a canvas, the 

picture would resemble Kausani. 

 
1. On the basis of your reading of the above passage, answer the following 

questions : 

(a) Where is Kausani situated?  

(b) What is the most striking aspect of Kausani?  

(c) Which is the most famous peak on view from Kausani?  

(d) How did Kausani influence Sumitranandan Pant?  

(e) When does the view of peaks become so memorable?  

(f) How can we say that Gandhiji was greatly charmed by the natural beauty of 

Kausani?  

(g) What makes Kausani a calm and quiet place?  

(h) Besides its forests and gardens, what other events is Kausani famous for?  

 
6.  Read the passage given below:  

1 I rested for a moment at the door of Anand Bhawan, on Market Road, where 

coffee-drinkers and tiffin-eaters sat still at their tables, uttering low moans on 

seeing me. I want to assure them, don‟t mind me, you hugging the cash box you 

are a coward, afraid even to breathe. Go on, count the cash, if that is your pleasure. 



I just want to watch, that‟s all If my tail trails down to the street, if I am blocking 

your threshold, it is because, I‟m told, I‟m eleven feet tip to tail. I can‟t help it. I‟m 

too full. I found a green pasture full of food on my way. I won‟t attack until I feel 

hungry again. Tigers attack only when they feel hungry, unlike human beings who 

slaughter one another without purpose or hunger.” 

2 To the great delight of children, schools were being hurriedly closed. Children of 

all ages and sizes were running helter-skelter, screaming joyously, “No school, no 

school. Tiger, tiger!” They were shouting and laughing and even enjoying being 

scared. They seemed to welcome me. I felt like joining them. So I bounded away 

from the restaurant door. I walked along with them, at which they cried, “The tiger 

is coming to eat us; let us get back to the school!” 

3 I followed them through their school gate while they ran up and shut themselves 

in the school hall securely. I climbed up the steps of the school, saw an open door 

at the far end of a veranda, and walked in. It happened to be the headmaster‟s 

room. I noticed a very dignified man jumping on the table and heaving himself up 

into an attic. I walked in and flung myself on the cool floor, having a special 

liking for cool stone floors. 

4 As I drowsed, I was aware of cautious steps and hushed voices all around. I was 

in no mood to bother about anything. All I wanted was a little moment of sleep; the 

daylight was very bright. 

 

1. On the basis of your reading answer the following questions : 

(a) How did the diners at Anand Bhawan react on seeing the tiger ?  

(b) When do tigers attack ? In this context, how are human beings different from 

tigers ?  

(c) Why were children happy and even enjoying being scared ?  

(d) Why did the tiger follow the children ?  

 

(e)  Identify the word which means same as „hugging‟. (Para 1)  

(i) counting 

(ii) hiding 

(iii) rubbing 

(iv) holding tightly in the arms 

 

(f) Identify the word which means the same as „delight‟ . (Para 2)  

(i) pleasure 

(ii) fear 

(iii) sorrow 

(iv) nervousness 

 

(g) Identify the word which means the same as „dignified‟. (Para 3)  

(i) tall 

(ii) honourable 

(iii) terrified 

(iv) tired 



 

(h) Identify the word which means the same as „drowsed‟. (Para 4) 

(i) felt sleepy 

(ii) half asleep 

(iii) being in deep sleep 

(iv) lay awake 

 

7.  Read the passage given below:  

1 Big, bold and beautiful, the Rafflesia Arnoldii boasts the title of the largest 

flower in the world and can grow to massive proportions, with a flower diameter of 

up to one meter (three feet) and a hefty weight of up to 11 kilograms (24 lbs). It 

might seem like a great gift for that special someone except that it's nicknamed the 

corpse flower and smells like rotting meat, so may not be quite as endearing as 

expected.  

2 Resembling the coiled tentacles of an octopus up close, the stinky flower leaves 

such a lasting impression that it was once described by Swedish zoologist Eric 

Mjöberg in 1928 as having “a penetrating smell more repulsive than any buffalo 

carcass in an advanced stage of decomposition.” Nice. Technically a plant, 

although it has no leaves, stems or roots that the eye can see, the corpse flower 

relies on its strong perfume to attract insects that help with pollination. The other 

not so pleasant qualities of the flower are its parasitic tendencies; by living off the 

water and nutrients from the hapless Tetrastigma vine, the corpse flower is able to 

grow as large as it does. And whether it's considered a beauty, beast, or both, the 

lure of this bewitching flower is hard to resist. However, to be successful in a quest 

to find it, a few stars need to align. Found only in the dwindling rainforests of 

Sumatra and Borneo, pollination is rare and the bud death rate is high at 80-90%. 

The few buds that actually bloom take many months to do so, and when they do 

they last no more than a few days before dying. The good news is that there are 

great conservation efforts in place to protect the habitat of the Rafflesia species so 

future generations can experience the sight and smell of the largest flower on 

Earth.  

 

On the basis of your reading of the passage answer the following questions:  

1. Why is Rafflesia called the largest flower in the world?  

2. What is the nickname given to Rafflesia and why?  

3. Why cannot Rafflesiat be used as a gift for someone?   

4. How is its smell useful for the flower?   

5. Why is Rafflesia called a parasite?   

6. Where are the flowers Rafflesia generally found?   

7. Why is a Rafflesia in full bloom a rare sight?   

8. What efforts are being done to protect the flower and why?   

 

 

 



8. Read the passage given below:  

1 According to a survey, out of the world‟s hundred richest people today, 27 are 

heirs and 73 are self-made. Of the self made 18 have no college degrees and 36 are 

children of poor parents, but some billionaires had neither a degree nor wealthy 

parents. In other words, super-achievers are not born, they are self- made people. It 

is not external favour that makes one a super-achiever, but one‟s own struggle. 

Super achievement is not got through inheritance, but is self- acquired success.  

2 No one is a born billionaire, but everyone is a potential billionaire. It is the 

unfolding of one‟s own potential that makes one a billionaire or super achiever. 

Nature does not discriminate between one person and another. Nature‟s gifts come 

to everyone equally. It is the receiver himself who either utilizes them or not. So 

called deprived persons are in fact privileged persons. Their state of deprivation 

serves as inner motivation when they see others are progressing, it creates a strong 

incentive in their mind. It is this incentive that makes a person super. It inculcates 

strong urge in the individual to make something of his life.  

3 Any state of deprivation brings about a kind brainstorming which enhances inner 

spirit. They enter the world of competition working to their full capacity. They 

develop the spirit of do or die. It is this spirit that leads them to success.  

4 There are numerous examples of one rising to a high position through one‟s own 

struggle, while one‟s children might have turned „dull‟. The reason is simple. The 

parent started his life with the spirit of discontent; while his children started their 

lives with contentment. This reason is responsible for the difference between 

parents and children.  

5 One who is born into a poor family and achieves success by way of struggle 

achieves one more thing, which is more important than wealth i.e. intellectual 

development. His circumstances automatically develop an intellectual struggle in 

his mind. This struggle unfolds his inner capacity, and consequently he emerges an 

intellectually developed person.  

6 The laws of nature are greater than everything else. They are eternal they cannot 

be changed. The law of nature in this regard says that it is not ease but difficulty, 

effort not facility makes achievers out of ordinary people. So the future is full of 

hope and opportunity!  

 

1. Identify the meaning of the word „potential‟. (Para 2)   

a. Latent qualities  

b. prospective  

c. possible  

d. probable  

 

2. Identify a word which means same as „incentive‟. (Para 2)   

a. motivation  

b. enticement  

c. consideration  

d. temptation  

 



3. Identify a word which means the same as „discontent‟? (Para 4)   

a. struggle  

b. dissatisfaction  

c. deprivation  

d. discrimination  

 

4. Identify a word which means the same as „eternal‟? (Para 6)   

a. intellectual  

b. ephemeral  

c. everlasting  

d. incentive  

 
5. How can deprived people become privileged people?  

6. How do the children of some successful parents become „dull‟ according to the 

writer of this passage?   

7. Why does intellectual development take place faster in children of „poorer 

parents‟?   

8. What is the message the author is trying to give in this passage?  

 

9. Read the passage carefully and complete the sentences that follow by choosing 

the correct option for each:  

Abraham Lincoln writes to the Headmaster of his son's school 

"He will have to learn, I know, that all men are not just, all men are not true. But 

teach him also that for every scoundrel, there is a hero and that for every selfish 

politician, there is a dedicated leader. Steer him away from envy, if you can, teach 

him the secret of quiet laughter... Teach him, if you can, the wonder of books... but 

also give him quiet time to ponder over the eternal mystery of birds in the sky, bees 

in the sun, and flowers on a green hillside." 

"In school, teach him that it is far more honourable to fail than to cheat... Teach 

him to have faith in his own ideas, even if everyone tells him they are wrong... 

Teach him to be gentle with gentle people, and though with the tough. Try to give 

my son the strength not to follow the crowd when everyone is getting on the 

bandwagon. Teach him to listen to all men, but teach him also to filter all he has 

heard on the screen of truth, and take on the good that comes through it." 

"Teach him, if you can, how to laugh when he is sad... teach him there is no shame 

in tears. Teach him to scoff at cynics, and to beware of too much sweetness... 

Teach him to sell his brawn and brain to the highest bidders, but never to put a tag 

on his heart and soul. Teach him to close his ears to the howling mob... and to 

stand and fight if he thinks he's right." 

"Teach him gently, but do not cuddle him, because only the test of fire makes fine 

steel. Let him have the courage to be impatient... Let him have the patience to be 

brave. Teach him always to have sublime faith in himself because then he will 

always have sublime faith in mankind." 

 



1. Abraham Lincoln writes a letter to his son's headmaster because … 

a. he wants his son to be educated in the best possible manner. 

b. he is very apprehensive about his son's welfare. 

c. he wishes to assert his views on education. 

d. he does not approve of the way the headmaster runs the school. 

 

2. Reading books is important for students, but it is equally important... 

a. for them to be quiet, and to think and introspect. 

b. to make them appreciate the mysteries of nature. 

c. to make sure they listen to their fellow beings. 

d. to make them dedicated leaders. 

 

3. Students must understand that it is honourable to fail then to cheat because… 

a. they are being watched by God. 

b. by cheating they lose self-respect. 

c. they develop the habit of cheating. 

d. they will have to live with failure 

 

4. Everyone is getting on the bandwagon. Here 'getting on the bandwagon' 

means… 

a. the name of a vehicle. 

b. joining popular and successful people. 

c. riding a wagon. 

d. chasing a wagon. 

 

5. Abraham Lincoln does not want the headmaster to cuddle his son because… 

a. he is a ruthless father. 

b. he doesn't care for his son. 

c. the headmaster is very strict. 

d. he wanted his son to become strong. 
 

10. Read the passage given below and complete the sentences that follow:  

1 Many animals are able to communicate with each other very well-but none of 

them can talk as we do. That is, animals cannot speak and therefore cannot use 

words. 

2 Birds cry out and make sounds that other birds understand. Smells, movements, 

and sounds are used for communication by animals. They express joy or anger or 

fear through these.  

3 Human speech is a very complicated process, which no animal can perform. One 

reason is that in a very special way we use a whole series of organs to produce the 

sounds we want to make when we utter words. The way our vocal cords are made 

to vibrate, the way the throat, mouth and nasal cavities are adjusted, the way the 

lips, teeth, lower jaw, tongue, and palate are moved - just to make vowel and 

consonant sounds, is something animals can't do. They cannot produce a whole 

series of words to make a sentence. And there is another, perhaps more important 



reason why animals can't talk. Words are only labels for objects, actions, feelings 

expressions and ideas. For example, the word 'bird' is a label for a living, flying 

object. Other words describe its colour, shape, flying and singing. Still other words 

would be used to tell what the speaker thinks or feels about the bird or its actions. 

 

4 For human beings, therefore, the use of words means the use of labels or 

symbols, and then organizing them in a certain way to communicate something. 

This requires a degree of intelligence and logical thinking that no animals have. So, 

they can't talk the way people do. 

 

1. While human beings use words to communicate, birds and animals are different 

since they use ______________________________________________ for 

communication. 

2. Though birds and animals cannot communicate like human beings, they are 

capable of____________________________________________. 

3. The complicated process of human speech requires a very special way of using 

__________________________________. 

4. Using words for communication requires intelligence and_________________. 

5. Pick out a word form the third paragraph that means 'to move from side to side 

very quickly and with small movements' 

 

11. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow by 

choosing the answers from given options.  

 

1 The death of Dr Christian Barnard, the famous transplant surgeon, has occurred 

at a time when many of his modern counterparts are facing difficulties. Many of 

the early problems, such as tissue rejection, have, to a great extent, now been 

solved, thanks to the introduction of new drugs. However, there remains a major 

problem. The people in need of transplant surgery far outnumber the available 

organs. 

2 The shortage of organ donors has caused several doctors to call for urgent 

improvements to be made to the system by which organs are donated. Many 

countries, such as Britain, have huge waiting lists of people whose lives could be 

saved by being given a kidney, lung, heart, or liver transplant. Sadly, many of them 

die before they reach the top of those lists. 

3 Under the present British scheme, people are asked to carry donor cards, and/or 

put their names on the national donor register. Thus, if they lose their lives 

suddenly, for example, in a traffic accident, they have given permission in advance 

of their deaths for their organs to be used. If they have not done so, surgeons are 

faced with the task of asking the distraught next-of-kin for permission to use the 

organs of the deceased. Of course, often the relatives are too upset even to think of 

such a thing until it is too late. Organ transplants have to take place quite soon after 

the death of the donor. 

4 Dying and donating organs is not something most of us like to think about, and 

only about 14% of people have registered. Now, it has been suggested that, instead 



of the present register, there should be a register of people who wish to opt out of 

having their organs removed for transplant surgery. Increasing the number of 

donors is made more difficult because it is such an emotive issue. Just recently, an 

article in the Journal of the American Medical Association showed that half of the 

families in the United States refused, when asked for permission to use the organs 

of their loved ones. 

 

1. Contemporary doctors face difficulties in transplant surgery because 

a) tissue rejection has not been solved 

b) expert doctors like Christian Barnard are not at hand to give advice 

c) people needing transplant outnumber donors 

d) introduction of new drugs has led to harmful side effects. 

 

2. Patients often meet an unfortunate end because of………… 

a) shortage of donors 

b) tissue mis-match 

c) lack of good doctors 

d) lack of funds 

 

3. Carrying donor cards is helpful in…………………… 

a) asking people to donate organs 

b) preventing accidental deaths 

c) locating relatives of donors 

d) locating donors quickly after death 

 

4. Many do not want to donate organs because ………………… 

a) they are selfish 

b) they cannot reach the hospital in time 

c) they are ignorant 

d) of emotional reasons 

 

5. The word 'distraught' in the third paragraph means………….. 

a) upset 

b) angry 

c) selfish 

d) happy 

 

12. Pavements are meant for the pedestrians but these footpaths have been 

encroached upon everywhere in the city and the people are forced to walk on the 

crowded roads at the risk to their lives. Write a letter in 100 120 words to the 

Editor of The Tribune, drawing attention of the Government to the problem, telling 

how crores spent on the pavements for the benefit of pedestrians have gone waste. 

Request the Government to take strict action against the encroachers. You are 

Harish , 48 Kailash Colony, Haldwani.  

 



13. Prime Minister in his Independence Day speech has linked his „Clean India‟ 

project to Mahatma Gandhi‟s 150
th

 birth anniversary celebrations in 2019. It is a 

great idea to pay tribute to the Father of the Nation. Write an article in 100 120 

words, appreciating the PM‟s focus on „Clean India‟ and mentioning the measures 

people can take to make this project of „Clean India‟ a great success. You are 

Navdeep/Namita. 

 

14. Complete the story from the outline given below: 

A parrot on a beautiful tree by the river------had happy times-----the tree falls sick 

and dries up-----nothing to eat, leaves also fall off------the parrot still happy and 

contented and stays on----- 

Lord Indra flies down in the form of a swan to test his friendship-----„nothing on 

your tree,  come, and join me on my tree‟.------“no, all these days this tree has fed 

my family and me-----was with him in good days and I‟ll stay with him in his bad 

days,”-------parrot‟s wish is granted------- parrot‟s wish is granted the story has a 

happy ending. 

 

15. Complete the story in words which begin as the following: 

Two friends were walking back home through a forest. It was quite dark. They 

could hardly see their way. Suddenly they saw a pair of bright eyes shining in the 

dark. ........................ 

 

16. You are Sujal/Sujata of Pragya Public School, Nainital, who had arranged a 

trip for fifty students to Uttarkashi in summer vacations for ten days with „Mount 

Travels and Tourism‟. The arrangements done by the travel agency were far below 

standard .The accommodation and food facilities were inferior in quality .Write a 

letter of complaint to the director of the agency to stop duping tourists with false 

promises as it tarnishes the image of locals. 

 

17. India is a highly populated country. People lack in maintaining proper 

sanitation and hygiene as a result they suffer from various diseases. India has a 

serious sanitation challenge; around 60 per cent of the world‟s open defecation 

takes place in India. Poor sanitation causes health hazards including diarrhea, 

particularly in children under 5 years of age, malnutrition and deficiencies in 

physical development and cognitive ability. You are Mohan/Bindu, head boy/ girl 

of GIC-Miyanwala, Dehradun. Write a letter to the editor of a national daily, 

highlighting the problem and suggesting practical ways to ensure public sanitation 

and the right to dignity and privacy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18. Develop a short story with the help of the given visual.Give a suitable title to 

your story. 

 

 
 

 

19. It was an amazing day, full of fun and frolic. We all stood aghast to see a 

strange flying object over our heads. We started guessing …… (Write in 150-200 

words) 

 

20. According to the latest survey by UNICEF, almost half of all children under 

the age of three are under weight. Malnutrition is one of the biggest challenges the 

country is facing. Despite many schemes implemented by the government the 

situation is quite grim. Write a letter to the editor of a newspaper expressing your 

concern about malnutrition and importance of counselling the parents about junk 

food and right eating habits.  

 

21. The government has taken an initiative for cleaning the rivers especially the 

Ganges. The government has also urged the people of India to realize the dream of 

a „Clean India‟. Write an article in about 100-120 words mentioning the measures 

people can take a cleaner and greener country. 

 

22. Nelson Mandela once said, “The greatest glory in living lies not, in never 

falling, but in rising every time you fall.” Write a short story about someone who 

failed at something but found the strength to get up, fight back and be successful.  

 



23. You move to a new house in a new locality. When you go to school and 

introduce yourself to your classmates they gasp in shock and horror when you tell 

them your address…  

Write in about 150-200 words what had happened after you mentioned your 

address. 

 

24. These days more and more children prefer processed and fast foods. This is 

leading to obesity and other diseases. Study the information given below regarding 

the advantages and disadvantage of natural and processed foods: 

 Natural foods Processed foods 

 

Advantage 1. fresh and tasty 

2. healthy/nutritious 

3.  cheap  

1. can last long 

2. packed in bottles/cans 

3. may be tasty 

Disadvantages 1. perishable 

2. have to buy daily 

1. contain chemicals and   

    additives 

2. side effects 

3. may cause diseases 

 

 
Using the information given above, write a comparison of the two kinds of food for 

your school magazine in 80 words. The description should include- 

1. a comparison of the two types of foods 

 

2. what should be the right choice, and 

 

3. reasons for the choice.  

 

25. You have noticed many stray animals on the road during the busy hours of the 

day. Write a letter to the editor of a leading newspaper about the nuisance created 

by the stray animals. Sign your name as Jeevan.  

 

 
 

 

 

 



26. While reading the newspaper, you came across the following news item. 

 

                Two Dutch women attacked, robbed in New Delhi 

New Delhi: Two Dutch women on a world tour were brutally attacked and robbed 

of their money and passports by two men posing as tourist guides, police said. 

 

Such incidents deter tourists from visiting the country. Based on the information 

given above, write an article for a national newspaper in about 150 words on the 

subject offering suggestions for improving tourist facilities. Also give a suitable 

title.  
 

27. Here are some notes about the annual function of Golden Jubilee School and 

College in the diary of the Cultural Secretary of the college. Study the given notes 

and complete the paragraph that follows by filling up the blanks with the most 

appropriate option from those given.  

 

Notes in the diary 

 

 Celebration of annual function of college. 

 The Mayor of the city-Chief Guest 

 Principal and staff welcomed him 

 The Mayor's wife gave away prizes 

 The Principal hosted dinner 

The annual function of Golden Jubilee School and College a)………….. with great 

pomp and show. The Mayor of the city, b)……………………… on the occasion. 

c)…………………… by the Principal and the staff. d)……………………….. the 

wife of the Chief Guest. A dinner was hosted by the Principal of Golden Jubilee 

School and College. 

 

a)  (i) was celebrated                        (ii) is being celebrated 

     (iii) has been celebrated              (iv) had celebrated 

 

b)  (i) that was the Chief Guest        (ii) Being the Chief Guest 

   (iii) who was the Chief Guest       (iv) who was a Chief Guest 

 

c)  (i) was accorded a warm welcome on his arrival 

    (ii) has been accorded a warm welcome on his arrival 

   (iii) will be accorded warm welcome on his arrival 

   (iv) has been accorded a warm welcome on their arrival 

 

d) (i) Prize were given to students     (ii) Prize will be given away by 

   (iii) Prize had been given by           (iv) Prizes were given away by 

 

 

 



28.  Read the passage given below and fill in the blanks by choosing the most 

appropriate words from the given options:  

 

Air is the most essential need of man. In (a) ____ absence of air man cannot live 

more than (b) _____ minutes. The tragedy (c) _____ the present age is that, of all 

the environmental factors, air is the most affected. 

 

(a) (i) a 

(ii) the 

(iii) this 

(iv) his 

 

(b) (i) some 

(ii) the few 

(iii) a few 

(iv) few 

 

(c) (i) of 

(ii) for 

(iii) from 

(iv) in 
 

29. The following passage has not been edited. There is an error in each line 

against which a blank has been given. Write the incorrect word and the correction 

in your answer sheet against the correct blank number as given in the example. 

Remember to underline the word that you have supplied.  

                   Error            Correction 

The accident had occurred in midnight,   e.g.    in                    at 

while Sudha and his mother were on their          (a) ___________    ___________ 

way to Chennai from a pilgrimage-centre           (b) ___________    ___________ 

of Vayalur. Their bus collide         (c) ___________     ___________ 

head-on to another bus.          (d) ___________     ___________ 

    
30. Rearrange the following words and phrases into meaningful sentences.  

 

(a) such themes / this / are timeless / is because / 

(b) with all / have been / age groups / animal stories / popular / 

(c) animal stories / the young / humanised / like / very much / 

 

 

 



31. Fill in of the blanks choosing the most appropriate option from the ones 

given in the box .  

1. Butterflies are abundant( a) ___________the Central African Republic .  

2. It (b)____________ home to nearly 600 identified species.  

3. Many butterflies are brilliantly coloured and small ____( c) some are as big 

as saucers.  

4. Farmer Philippe (d ) _____solace in collecting butterfly wings from his fields 

and turning them into works of art .  

5. My favourite hobby , since my childhood, is __________(e) butterflies.  

 

 

1.(a ) ( i) in(ii ) from (iii) for (iv) into 

2.(b ) (i) has (ii) is (iii) was (iv) are 

3.(c ) (i) if (ii) therefore (iii) so (iv ) while 

4.(d ) (i ) find (ii ) to find (iii) finding (iv ) finds 

5.(e) ( i) catch (ii ) caught (iii) catching (iv) has been catching 

 

 
32. In the following passage one word has not been edited in each line .Write the 

incorrect word along with the correct word in the space provided .  

Incorrect                   correct  

In Himalayas,the desert is turning green.         e.g.       the                              a  

Climate change in a Indian region of                   a) ______                   _________ 

Ladakh has shrunk glaciers or has made rainfall b) ______                   _________  

and temperature unpredictable. Water has           c) ______                   _________     

needed to irrigating the fields .                             d) ______                   _________  

Farmers may requiring aid from the government e)_______                  _________  

 

33. Rearrange the following word or phrases to make meaningful sentences.  

i. enters / millions tons / the/ every year / of / ocean /plastic  

ii. are / waters/ sightings / junk – filled /of /common  

iii. population / middle-class / increasing / is / coastlines / along  

iv. trash/ increase/ has led / waste management/lack/of/in / to  

         v. close/like/ others/ helping/my/friends 



34. Read the passage given below and fill in the blanks by choosing the most 

appropriate word from the given options.  

 

The quality _________(a)quantity of sleep depend among other factors ______(b) 

the synchronization _________ (c)the body's internal clock with a sleeping and 

waking schedule.  

a)  

a. and     b. on  

 

c. Of      d. or  

 

b)   

a. and      b. on  

c. of      d. or  

 

c)  

a. and      b. on  

 

c. of      d. or 

 

35. The following passage has not been edited. There is an error in each line 

against which a blank has been given. Write the incorrect word and the correction 

in your answer sheet against the correct blank number as given in the example. 

Remember to underline the word that you have supplied. 

  

In ancient times there was a rich and powerful king who rule over  E.g.  rule   ruled  

a vast kingdom. Pratap Singh was her advisor as well as close friend. a)  

Caravan-loads brought daily wealth of his capital and his kingdom     b)  

was well administered by his ministers for guidance of Pratap Singh. c)  

The only irritation the king sometimes suffered were to see the ills of d)  

Famine, epidemic and wars.  

 

36. Rearrange the following words or phrases into meaningful sentences.  

1. that kids/ offers/ Dili Haat/ of culture/ love/ a colorful dose  

2. from all/ Craftsmen/ over India /come to/ at stalls here/ their wares/ sell/  

3. food court /can try/ different/ food /One/ from/ regions in India/ at the.  

4. cultural /there /performances/ are /folk dances /regular/ including. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



37. Choose the most appropriate option from the ones given below to complete the 

following passage. Write the answers in your answer sheet against the correct 

blank number.  

 

Three years ago, fresh (a)__________ of school, I (b) _________ the intimidating 

task of choosing a career (c) __________ college started. My uncle, (d) ________ 

of the elders of the family, suggested (e) _________ I do a summer job (f) ______ 

a multinational company followed by a month of social service with an NGO. He 

said that (g) __________ that I could (h)___________ which career to choose. 

 

a)  (i) from               (ii) out        (iii) in        (iv) when 

b)   (i) in                   (ii) was       (iii) have    (iv) had 

c)   (i) for                  (ii) after     (iii) before  (iv) as 

d)   (i) are                  (ii) was      (iii) one      (iv) who 

e)   (i) when               (ii) that       (iii) which  (iv) as 

f)  (i) in                    (ii) on          (iii) for       (iv) at 

g) (i) before             (ii) then       (iii) after    (iv) in 

h)  (i) made              (ii) decision (iii) make  (iv) decide 

 

38. Rearrange the following words/phrases to form meaningful sentences.  

 

a)is familiar \ properties \ most \ the neem \ medicinal \ to \ people \ for its 

a) it is \ distinctive curled \ star-shaped \ recognized \ leaves \ by its \ flowers \ and 

b) are pale \ tinge of rust \ the young \ and green \ with a \ leaves 

c) New Year‟s day \ to ward off \ are eaten \ leaves \ the \ on \ sickness 

d) cupboards \ are dried \ and cockroaches \ they \ put in \ and moths \ to keep out 

 

39. Read the following conversation between a mother and daughter while 

watching a cricket match. Complete the passage given below.  

 

Mother: Who do you think will win the match? 

Daughter: Who is wearing blue? 

Mother: India 

Daughter: Who are the men in yellow? 

Mother: They are the Australians 

Daughter: They will surely win the match. 

Mother: Oh! Why do you feel so? 

Daughter: There are 11 of them against just two Indians. 

 

The mother asked her daughter who a)…………………………… The daughter 

enquired who the ones in blue were. The mother replied that they were Indians. 



The girl then wanted b)…………………………… When the mother said that they 

were Australians, the daughter emphatically c) ……………………………. The 

mother d) ……………………. . The daughter replied that there were 11 of them 

against just two Indians. 

 

40. Complete the following news reports accompanying the following headlines by 

filling in the blanks.  

 

a) Drinking and Driving Banned 

Drinking and driving ____________________. 

 

b) Two killed in Accident 
Two_________________________ between a car and a truck due to the fog on the 

roads 

 

c) Drive against Illegal Constructions launched. 
The police_________________________ illegally constructed houses in Mumbai 

 

d) Cold wave claims 125 lives in country 

The cold wave in North India ____________________ 125 people. 

 

41.  Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:  

“ Do you Know over eighty crore cups of tea are drunk every day throughout the 

world?” Rajvir said. 

“Whew!” exclaimed Pranjol. “Tea really is very popular.” 

The train pulled out of the station. Pranjol buried his nose in his detective book 

again. Rajvir too was an ardent fan of detective stories, but at the moment he was 

keener on looking at the beautiful scenery. 

 

(a) How do we know that tea is very popular?  

(b) Rajvir was a great fan of reading detective stories. Why didn‟t he like to read at 

that moment?  

(c) What is the meaning of the word, „keener‟?  
 

42. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 

Then she began to cry and tears flowed from her eyes in a helpless flood. She kept 

her head down as she sat in her corner, not daring to look up at the girls, who, she 

know, were still laughing at her. 

(a) Who is She?  

(b) Why were the girls laughing at her ?  

(c) What does the word , „daring‟ mean?  

 

43. What happened when Maxwell took Mijbil to the bathroom? What does it tell 

us about Mijbil? 

44. Give examples to show that Valli was a good planner. 



45. How did the Loisels replace the necklace? 

46. Describe Anne‟s relationship with her parents. 

47. What were the reasons for growing intimacy between Anne and Peter? 

48. The play „The book That Saved the Earth‟ conveys the message that 

misunderstanding of cultural differences between various races can cause 

confusion and conflict. Based on your reading of the play, write how such 

confusion and conflicts can be checked so that peace and harmony is maintained. 

49.  Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:  

The moon was coming up in the east, behind me, and stars were shining in the 

clear sky above me. There wasn‟t a cloud in the sky. I was happy to be alone high 

up above the sleeping countryside.  

i. Who narrates the above lines?  

ii. Which type of weather conditions are being discussed in the above lines?  

iii. Explain the term „the sleeping countryside‟?  

iv. Why is the narrator happy?  

50. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:  

At about the age of twenty five, the Prince, there of shielded from the sufferings of 

the world, while hunting out glanced upon a sick man, then an aged man, then a 

funeral procession, and finally a monk begging for alms. These sights so moved 

him that he at once became a beggar and went out into the world to seek 

enlightenment concerning the sorrows he had witnessed.  

 

i. Whose age has been referred here?  

ii. What was the effect of sights on the prince?  

iii. How did witnessing sorrow change him?  

iv. What does „glance‟ imply in the given lines?  

 

51. Hari Singh is both a thief and a human being. Explain.  

52. How does the necklace change the course of the Loisel‟s life?  

53. Explain the qualities of the post office employees?  

54. Why would you not agree with Lencho calling them „a bunch of crooks‟?  

55. Bholi‟s heart was overflowing with a „New hope and a new life‟. What does 

the phrase „the new hope and the new life‟ mean? 

56.  People should always try to live within their means. Aspirations have no limits 

but one should never forget the ground realities. Elaborate on the basis of chapter, 

“The Necklace”.  

57. Simple moment proves to be very significant and saves rest of the day of poet 

from being wasted. Explain on the basis of the poem „Dust of Snow‟. 

58.  Kitty plays a vital role in Anne‟s life. Elucidate  



 

59. In spite of the heartrending circumstances in which „The Diary‟ was written, it 

was not an inspiring rather a depressing book. Explore.  

 

60. Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow:  

I think I could turn and live with the animals,  

they are so placid and self contained;  

I stand and look at them long and long.  

They do not sweat and whine about their condition;  

 

a) What does the poet mean by „turn‟?  

b) Why does the poet want to live with animals?  

c) What are the poet‟s feelings for human beings?  

 
61. Read the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow: 

Suddenly she was startled by a voice. "Listen, child," said the voice, "you shouldn't 

stand like that. Sit down.” Sitting down, she looked to see who had spoken. It was 

an elderly man who had honestly been concerned for her, but she was annoyed by 

his attention.  

a) Why did Valli stand up?  

b) Why was Valli annoyed by the elderly man?  

c) What is the meaning of the word „concerned‟?  

 

62. What is the legend about tea‟s quality to banish sleep?  

63. Why was Kisa sad? What did Gautama Buddha tell her?  

64. Why did Matilda not like to visit her friend Mme Forestier‟s house?  

65. What impression did the lawyer form of New Mullion on his first visit?  

66. Having pets is not just a pastime it is a big responsibility. Comment with 

reference to the story “Mijbil, the Otter”, bringing out the values one needs to have 

to keep animals as pets.  

67. What made Tricki inactive and lethargic? 

68. Do you think Tricki was enjoying his stay at the hospital? 

69. What made Mrs. Pumphrey call the vet? 

70. Describe the appearance and character of Anil? 

71. Who was Hari Singh? 

72. Who was Max? 

73. Why did Max enter into the room of Ausable? 

74. Chekov has used humour and exaggeration in his play to comment on marriage 

and courtship in his times. Illustrate with examples from the lesson “The 

Proposal”. Also mention the values you think any healthy relationship requires.  

75.The conflict in the chapter “The Diary of Anne Frank” is both external as well 

as internal. Comment and illustrate with example from the text.  

76. “I’ve reached the point where I hardly care whether I live or die.”  

Fourteen year old Anne Frank makes this statement. Based on your reading of the 

chapter. Discuss what does it say about her state of mind and her life?  



77. Who was Horace Danby? 

78. What was Horace‟s target this year? 

79. Who was Griffin? 

80. Who was Mr. Jaffers? Why was he surprised? 

81. What did Griffin discover? 

82. What is DNA? How does it work? 

83. What did Ebright collect? 

84. How many species of butterfly was collected by Ebright? 

85. Describe the characteristics of Mme Loisel? 

86. What was Mme Loisel‟s reaction after getting imitation/ 

87.  Describe the hack driver‟s appearance in your own words. 

88. What impressed the narrator most about the Bill? Mention in detail. 

89. Give Character Sketch of Lutkin‟s mother? 

90. What was Bholi‟s real name? 

91. Why did children make fun of her? 

92. Why is she called Bholi? 

93. What happened to Bholi when she was two years old/ 

94. Describe the first day of Bholi in the school? 

95. What did you learn from the chapter Bholi? Write the qualities of Bholi. 

96.  Write the summary of “The Book That Saved the Earth” in your own words. 

97. Write the summary of “Dust of Snow” by Robert Frost? 

98.  Write the summary of “Fire and Ice” by Robert Frost? 

99. What lessons we can draw from the Character of Nelson Mandela? Compare 

him with the father of the nation Mahatma Gandhi? 

100. Write the summary of the poem “Amanda” by Robin Klein? Do you relate 

with her?  

 


